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bur lnq the Spri nq and Summer, 1 9 7 ~ , a s urvey of gr aduates was conducted at t he 
Or chard Ridge Campus of Oak land Commun i ty Co l lege . The survey Inst r ument used 
was a quest ionnaire des igned to ascerta in the fo l low i ng Information : 

I. What per cent of Orchard Ridge graduates f or 1974 enro l I In four 

year col leges and univer s i t ies . 

2. What percent present ly ho ld jobs . 

3 . Of those ho ld i ng j obs , wha t per cent ar e wor ki ng in t he ir· 

parti cul a r f le ld of study . 

4. If they a r e not wor ki ng In a j ob re l ~ted t o the ir f l i;> ld , why not . 

5 . Are t hey continu ing to look f or a ca r eer re lat ed t o t .he lr major at OCC . 

6 . Did t hey f ee l the ir tra ini ng a t OCC equ ipped t hem with t he sk i I Is 

t o perform i he l r Jobs . 

7 . We r e t hey r eg istered In t he Gr ad uat e P lacement Of f ice . 

8 . How d id they acqu ire the ir pr esent j ob . 

The Or char d Ridge Campus gr adua t ed 334 s t udents at the end of t he 1973- 74 
academ ic yea r . S ixty-ni ne ma le gr aduates a nd 81 f ema le graduates , mak ing a 
t ota l of 1 5~ we r e contacted by phone . In some cases , a r e lati ve of t he gradu
ate answered the quest ions . The r esul ts of t h i s sur vey f o l low . 

1. Are you present ly enro l led In a f ou r yea r uni ver s ity, or do you p la n 

to en ro 1·1 for Fa t I ~r Winter, 1974/75? 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

a ) Now enro 11 ed 53% 42% 47% 
b) P lan to enro l I 29% 23% 26% 
c) Not enro I I ed 17% 33% 26% 
d) Urn;iec i ded 1%. 1% 



2. A~e y~u now working? 

Yes 
No 
Summer on ly 

MALE 

63% 
16% 
21% 

FEMALE 

59% 
34% 

7% 

3. Are you working In a job re lated to your tra ining at OCC? 

Yes 
No 

4. If no, l'./hy not? 

51% 
49% 

a) Previous job good 36% 
b) Going to college 14% 
c) Working for relative 5% 
d) Looking for emp loyment 5% 
e) Nothing in his/her field 18% 
f) Temporary, ~1hl le looking 18% 
g) Other 
h) No des ires 

. i) No offers in j ob-re lated f le ld 

54% 
46% 

35% 
15% 

8% 

23'/-
19% 

TOTAL 

6 1% 
26% 
13% 

52% 
48% 

35$ 
15% 

2% 
6% 
9% 
9% 

13% 
10% 

5. Are you cont inuing to look for a career In your fi e ld of training? . 

.,_ 
•~v 

. ,...,., 
"1'L/o 

58% 

6. Do you fee l your training at OCC supplied you with the necessary ski I Is 
to do your job ef fi c ie ntl y? 

Yes 
No 

6 1% 
39% 

73% 
27% 

7 . Have you registered in the Graduated Placement Off ice? 

Yes 
No 
Unknown 

8 . How ·did you acqu lre'you r present 
job? 

a) Orchard Ridge Graduate 
Placement 

b) Friend or acqua i ntance 
c) Co I lege 
d) Ad 
e ) Ap~ll cat i on (self) 
f) Agency 
g) Re lailve 
h) Owns bus iness 
i ) Referred by others than 

those above 

12% 
54% 
34% 

5% 
2% 
2% 
7% 

41% 
7% 

17% 
2% 

15% 

22% 
54% 
25% 

13% 

4% 
46% 
7% 

11 % 

20% 

67% 
33% 

17% 
53% 
29% 

9% 
1% 
1% 
6% 

44% 
7% 

14% 
1% 

17% 
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Ohservatlons 

The survey shows that a lmost three-f ourth s (73%) of Orchard Ridge graduates 
continue , or plan to continue, the ir educat ion In a college or un ivers i ty . 
Alm.ost a ll are Invo lved In the 1'for k force , but on ly a li tt le over ha lf ar e 
i•/Orklnq in the fie ld for wh ich they ar e trained . . <T his quest ion, hov1ever , 
Inc ludes I lberal arts graduates who have had no spec i f ic technica l training 
at OCC.) The r easons why they arc not working i n spec ific areas of tra in i ng 
are var ied . The hi ghest percentage (35~) fa l Is within the category of sat is
facti on with a prev ious job, therefore, na need.to change . it is i nter est i ng 
to note that a r ather large percent C23~) of f ema les have no desi r e to be 
emp loyed In a spec i fic area of traininq, and ni neteen percent feel that no 
offers were forthcoming . 

It is somewhat discouraging for OCC and for its qraduates tha t a la r qer percent 
of graduates (65%> ~re not cont i nuing to look for a career In the ! ~ field . On 
a posit ive note, howeve-r:--sixty- seven percent (67%) felt that t heir tra ining 
at Orchard Ridge supp l l ed them with necessary sk i I Is . 

It i s ev ident that the Orchard Ridge Gr aduate P lacement Grop Shop needs to 
doub le its efforts to r each those students who a r e graduat ing . Some know that 
t he serv ice Is on campus and choose not to use the facl I it ies,_ but twenty-nine 
per cent (29%) do not know what the Grop Shop Is a l I about . A la r ge percen~ of 
our graduates (44%) are "se lf -starters" and have f ound jobs and/or careers 
t~:--~:.:;~ 7~~ !:-- ::;-.;;-, e:ffo1ts . Tl1c s;., ;: i~ ih~y have ac4u i r eu in ·ineir courses and 
the moiivarion from counselors, t eachers, par ents , and fr iends account for a 
lar ge share of this se lf - confidence. 

Ba r bara Kabcenel I 
Gr aduate Placeme nt Coord inator 

Don D. Nicho ls, Ph.D. 
Dea n of Students 

It shou ld be noted that the Gradu ate Placement offices, wi th Barbara 
Kabccne l I as· d irector , has been function i nq on a part-time basis since 
October, 1g73 _ Du ring 1974- 75 Mrs . Kahcene l I' s program has been 
budgeted for 28 hours a week . 


