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DALNET

A Leader in Library Partnerships

DALNET is a consortium of academic, public, and
special libraries located in Southeast Michigan. Founded
as a nonprofit corporation in 1985, DALNET enables its
members to better serve the information needs of their
users through cooperative efforts among multi-type
libraries in the Metropolitan Detroit area, and by sharing
advanced library automation applications.

DALNET has over ten years of experience running a
shared integrated library system and fostering cooperation
and innovation in a complex environment. As a leader,
DALNET is constantly finding new ways to broaden
services and access, incorporating advances in technology
.into the system in an efficient and cost-effective way.
Membership in DALNET opens the door to a wealth of
technical and human resources far beyond what is
available to any single institution.

The Partnership and Cooperation

DALNET policy is set by its Board, with officers elected
annually for the positions of Chair, Vice Chair, and
Secretary. Member institutions sign individual service
agreements to participate in the DALNET Online System.
Decision-making is accomplished with every full member
institution having representation on the DALNET Board
and, if desired, in various policy-making committees and
task forces. Membership is open to academic, public,
school, and special libraries as well as other information
organizations in seven southeast Michigan counties. To
make the regional information hub possible, DALNET
members agree to share an online system, contribute to its
database, and are committed to resource sharing.

DALNET’s business principles maximize

members’ investments. DALNET strives to

engage in cost-effective practices; to share local and
central site expertise; to be efficient in all

operational areas; to gather, evaluate and

distribute relevant information before reaching a decision;
to respect local institutional values/principles and opera-
tional priorities; and to develop effective group processes
for good decision-making.

The Vision

By the yeat 2000, DALNET will be widely recog-
nized as a model cooperative information services
provider, one that anticipates and supports the
information needs of a diverse community of users
in southeast Michigan. DALNET will be a regional
information provider of unique resources to
members and their communities. DALNET
members will continue to be advocates for access
to the global knowledge-based opportunities at the
local community level.

To implement this vision DALNET libraries are cur-
rently migrating from the main-frame LUIS system
to a new, state of the art system. The new system
called Im@gine uses Horizon® software a product
of Ameritech Library Services. Horizon employs
client-server architecture and is fully integrated with
the World Wide Web.

Some of the features of Im@gine are:

¢ Graphical display with a point and click
interface.

e Access via the World Wide Web from home,
office or worldwide.

¢  Works with popular World Wide Web
software such as Netscape®© or Internet
Explorer®.

e “Search redirection” — click on a title, author
or subject heading to submit a new search on
that heading.

e Gateway to World Wide Web resources world-
wide-integrating remote resources within the
local system.

» Ability to directly link catalog records to
multimedia sources including full text and
images.
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enefits for DALNET Libraries and
nformation Providers:

A better, more powerful system than a single
library could obtain.

Technical staff — the cost of highly skilled techni-
cal staff is shared; their expertise is a resource
available to all.

Efficient automation of behind-the-scenes
operations.

Maximize investments in collections and
resources through resource sharing.

Consortium discounts through shared database
licenses.

Collegial cooperation and knowledge sharing.
Links to regional and national networks to
expand access beyond our region.

Standards for linking to other systems and data
formats to ensure future transferability.

External funding opportunities for library
network participation.

Louise Bugg, Director of

links to DALNET member websites.

Designed by Adriene Lim/Duryea Callaway
Produced by Jim Green/A. Lim/Duryea Callaway
March 1999

DALNET Online System............ (313) 577-4058,
Duryea Callaway

Outreach Coordinator............. (313) 577-9076
Anaclare Evans

Systems Librarian...................... (313) 577-4002
Adriene Lim

Systems Librarian..................... (313) 577-0367
Scott Muir

DALNET Project Leader

For System Migration.............. (313) 677-9341

Benefits for DALNET Library Users:

From any library’s Im@gine catalog users can
retrieve the holdings and up to the minute status
information for all other DALNET libraries.

Same interface for all Im@gine catalogs.
Expanded access through resource sharing.
Search from anywhere — home, office, or world-
wide via the Internet.

Familiar searching - when visiting other DALNET
libraries, the system will be familiar.

Gateway to WWW resources — links from online
catalogs to full-text, images and websites.
Providing Web-based multi-type library
services to citizens of our region.

Users of In@gine save time and energy getting
the information they need.

To Learn More

If you'd like to find out more about the services and benefits that DALNET membership provides, please
contact the DALNET office at Wayne State University in Detroit.

DALNET Staff (Fax: 313-577-3615)

ac3731@wayne.edu
aa4353@wayne.edu
aad424@wayne.edu

ab7155@wayne.edu

ag1648@wayne.edu

We also encourage you to visit the DALNET Home Page at http://www.lib.wayne.edu/dalnet/. This home
page is located on the Wayne State University Library System's web server and is maintained by
DALNET staff. Our web page gives you access to Im@gine, DALNET's information system, along with

The DALNET Office is located at Wayne State Univérsﬂy,
Technical Services and Systems,
5048 Gullen Mall, Detroit, Michigan 48202




