isles
nut

orp
it

GM
rhial

rand™
1eav-
dent
time
traf-
ner-
oM

the

Rl
W'
v ore-
ave
nISi-
1ced
- nn
five-
Hness

to
" res
who
A

o of
Wiy
(M
hing

Y X~

jew-
¢ oof

o

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
Patricia 5enn Breivik Is also president of DALNET,
a consortium ol area library computer networks
promoting local and global on-line access.

dean of libraries

Detroit Libraries Pool
Resources to Create
New Online Network

By Gerald Scott
Stalf Writer

It didn’t get the attention it deserved.

A new computer network designed to become
an easier on-ramp lor Southeast Michigan residents
to cruise onto the inlormation superhighway was
born Oct. 21

It's called DALNET, for Detroit Area Library
Network, and chances are you'll be hearing more
about it as it becomes more fully operational by
2000

In the meantime. DALNET, Wayne State Univer-
sity and Ameritech Library Services penned an
agreement establishing a technical infrastructure
for the new network. which is a makeover of the
current older DALNET library consortia.

DALNET is a uniquely diverse consortium, made
up of 21 libraries, including public, community col-
lege. university, medical, law and art llbraries lo-
cated throughout Southeast Michigan. This con-
sortium will team with Ameritech to build the hub
using Ameritech Library Services' award-winning
online library antomation system, Horizon, and an

Please see DALNETpage 4A >
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City Planner Envisions I

Rail

By Gerald Scott
Stall Writer

Anybody who says that Detroit
doesn’t have any "big thinkers™ or
big dreamers apparently has never
met Alex Pollock

By all accounts, P'ollock is a
mild-mannered principal city plan-
ner lor the city of Detroit, work-
ing with the city's Planning and
Development group at the Cadillac
Bullding downtown, the one often
called the “Barry Sanders
Building” because of the larger-
than-life Nike painting of the
Detrolt Lions’ running hack on the
side of the building

Pollock nat only does regular
business planning far Detroit, he
also thinks big, real big, as in echo-
ing the late Chicage architect
Daniel Burnham's mantra of “Make
no small plans.”

Among Pollock’s more elaborate
plans for Delroit are a light rail
system up and down Woodward
between the New Center Area and
Grand Circus Park, as well as an
automotive theme park called the
Toy Testing Laboratory with em-
phasis on adult-sized toys — cars,
hydroplanes and the like,

“A world-class city has unique
characteristics that people ‘have
to go see,’ just like we have the
capabillty of building an aerlal
tramway between Detroit and
Windsor across the international
waterway,” Pollock said, explain-
ing his sweeping view ol a futur-
istic Detroit skyllne.

“That is a world-class function
that no other city in the United

Line in Detroit

ALEX POLLOCK, a principal city planner with ti
Planning and Development department, envisions |
tem running lrom Grand Circus Park to the GM 1%

S50 has a new
up and down
ever since Det
interurban liv
way to the
1955

States or North America could du-
plicate. We could do it, but we
don't do it. It would rurn from
casing to casino (from the US. to
the Canadian side) with 30 cars
and each one holding 1,800 pas-
sengers, The tramway has been

talked about for 30 years.” Mease set
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Eiown sald. “State workers mov.
ing In is the most wonderiul thing
I've ever heard. We've got to keep
the city moving and this shouid
do It."

The AAA  Michigan Travel
Center in the GM Bullding Is a
busy and happy place as well.
Travel is one market that seems
to be a certain draw, regardless
of whether the local traffic comes
from GM workers or state gov-
ernment workers.

Nancy Cain, AAA Michigan's re-
gional spokeswoman In Dearborn,
observed that, “We're delighted to
see new tenants coming into the
GM Bullding.

“We hope that they take lots of
trips, both corporate and private
as well.”

Many New Center retailers have

agyu v oIesy [Nan 4,000 togay, with
only 1,600 of those GM employees
stll working Inside the GM
Bullding.

Not so at the American Hair
Center, a combination men's bar-
ber shop and women's beauty
salon, where owner Vic Groeb re.
ports that his business has been
steady throughout the GM con-
traction.

Like his peers, Groeb Is pleased
that a new body of state workers
guarantees the GM Building's com-
mercial retall viability going into
the 21st century.

“l think it's going to be really
nice,” Groeb sald. “The area re-
ally needs the influx of workers, |
think, but even though we have a
smaller shop we've been actually
doing quite well.

“We're staying put.”

DALNET

From page 1

Ameritech high speed data net-
work with public access.
" *The Southeast Michigan Inlor-
matlon Hub is designed to serve
people throughout the seven-
county Detroit reglonal area In
their lilelong educational, cultural,
research, professional and cre-
ative endeavors,” said Patricla
nn Brelvik, DALNET president
and dean of the Wayne State
University Library System.
Brelvik Is the author of “Infor-
matlon Literacy: Educating Chil-
dren for the 2lst Century,” a
scholarly tome that examines how
people learn and how Americans
are coping with the online infor-
. matlon glut now flooding our so-
clety.

Breivik preaches resource-

based learning to promote Infor--

mation literacy, or, the ability to
critically analyze and use Infor-
matlon rather than just having ac-
cess to a data base. She cited the
fact that there are 40,000 web
sites dedicated to the “medical”
fleld alone and that, theoretically,
DALNET will eventually be able to
help navigate a given user to get
. where they need to go in the
shortest amount of time.
Another curious problem with
on-line database access that
‘Breivik clted is that the “local” has
: been sacrificed for “global™ so that

say, speclfic Detroit-rejated infor-
mation about smal! business start-
ups.

washington
lothiers

Although a November chiil had
set In during the week of their
"bake sale with bricks,” football
team members were all happy to
be helping out their program.

One visitor to the Hudson's
brick table at WSU was Chuck
Pokriefka, the University's direc-
tor of facHlities for the Medical
School. Pokrlefka, 49, is old
enough to have worked In the
Hudson's Building for two years
in the advertising department on
the 19th floor and was eagerly
purchasing bricks as souvenirs.

“l went to the Goodwill store at
12 Mile and Dequindre in Warren
and people were standing in long
lines just to get chips and slivers
from bricks, all of the fuli bricks
had already been purchased,”
Pokriefka said.

“Hudson's was a great piace to
work at and a number of people
I worked with there, | also hap-
pen to work with now at Wayne
State, The bricks will make a great
paperweight,”

*Doctors of Optometry

«Wide Selaction of Frames

+Up to 50% off Second Pair

1 Year Breakage Warranty
+Free Cleanings & Adjustments
*Prescriptions Filled & Duplicated

L'muhmmmm Soma echsione mey apply.

out-of-pocket
expenses

£

mewwm-mmmsm
mwmmmsy.

for the location nearest you

ALS(
TAHOES
LUM

ALL 98'S PRICED f

mos-36,000 miles,
inception. -

SALES HOURS

Mon. & Thars.
9am-7pm

. Tus. Wed. -Fri.

VISION | Rl

L

BIt's still difficult for Southeast

&

¢: Michigan computer users to find,

CALL 800/225-3095

e

S T T B I NS AL SRR A X ol



