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This h: n sult l>y pl11int1t'f:J, clnir:11nr.: to be elders~· .. ~ 

of the Jo"e~h Campau Churc!i of Chrlot, a ::lch1r.un Ecclesi~~tl:~·~~·.- ·~ 
• •' • I ~ 

Corpora ti on, to en .1o1n the dcfond11n t r.1ini st.or from occupying · ~.' .. ~. :;.; 

the pulpit of the churcn nnd for other relief. Tl1e church wa's :~~~ ij 
.. ·.' ; ... :..:.- ~ 

" ~.. '•~'I 
first organized in nbout 1917. On Janunry 2r.. 1945, the · . ..J ·J: • •r 

COil(~reGation was incorporuted undor itn ~resont name. 

t1 me nnu for snr.io tirio prior theret':'> !)ln int if fa were n 11 the .·. I ·. . 'i 
elders and were the reoo1·ntze~ landers of !.he conrregation. • .:.~· '.: ·:f 

On Jonunry JO, 1945, thr. con,.,;--e~ntion Required, bY·''l,.· :-, . .. ., . . . 
.. :·:~-i •( 

deed, its p!'e.Sflntly owned building. The deed rrovided: · "· ... ~ · t· • 

''Thie dee<l is r:i ven in pursuonco of a certain '·: ., ·· " !~ i~ 
r.ontrnct dutcd July 21, 194.l., by nnd between the pnrty of · . ·1;'.; q 
the first pnrtv nnd ?Jew Cr.moron Avenue Church of Christ of ·-.:~·'.·.: .. iii • * * '~ A Uetro1 t, n ?'.1 c hir,nn Cornoro ti on. * · · ·, · . " Ii . . •. • 1: • 

"Tor:tlthcr w!.th oll and sinr;ulnr the hereditnments ~,·:· ~ 
nnd annurten:; ncos t?:crct.o hclon~lnr: or jn nny wny cppertoinlnr,, :.:. · 
s 11b,lect to the c nnuition thnt onl=r those nets of ·.-:orship shnll '•'; • 
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ho N·r!~itt.eu t: -i,)n ~.:.1 ~ : ·r r.n:h;c :; l " ! n,.. l>nncc! u •·on the !!cw 
Tc!lt.nr.icnt f>crj ~turf!, t?1nrefore nn MttHicnl 1 n!.itrur.lcnt 1.s to · .. ·•·r~ 
lie uucd. ln tho C't.urch ~wrv1co 01' wor~hip, And no orgnn17.nt1:Jn · · 
scparnto fro11 t! :t~ ,Tc.~· ,.m lt Ca:·.pnu Church c·f Chri!lt in to bo 
rccocni;:od. 

~~ 

I 
"In tlH1 ·!vont t ~wt !l port of tl:!:? r.oc-n1\:ors nf t !:e purty .~ 

or tho sncontl rort seek to violote thi~ clnuso, ~1,. l~ nre.ni~cs ~~ 
uro to l c hdld by tl:oso mr.r:lier!l only who er ntcnd fnr the '·~ 1 
purity, r o r t.l\c c · : ~n~· ~ 1 1 1rnc.1 ·::C' r !1!t ip n~: nhoVO dc ::~ :-i '· ~d. ~;Li!l ' 
c l nusc ir; to Cf'\nt.lnuc in c1'fl:c L n~1 l c., ur. n:; t.hc rrcr11:.;c~ rcmu1n 
ch urcl! rrPpcrty." 

In ~.:oy, 1 91.t>, the ~ luorn d ischnr r:c:tl t hni r r.1in1stor 

nnd np:'olnted <.lcfcndt:nt ns t ho ~inir.t (. r of t,lw church. Eol'ly 

• .. /• 
'( . ,, 
.~ 

"i.:l 

·.: :~ 
:~ 
~~ 
.·,~· in 1950 clc!'~ntlrm t. l>e,.,:in t.o preach frC'l:-1 tl:o pulpit o doctr1 ne, ~ • • -:!,, 

clninod by pin in ti ffS to he contrary ~ C t!lU; bnsio . ten.en ts . Of . '. '•· '~ .. ~· . '~ ·~ 
the' ccnf')'er,ntion. Vefcr,d11nt tHivocot.ed nc,1or1ty rule of the · .. ·_.:, ~ 

memue.rs. It nlso cinpenrs tlrnt in 1».co~bor, 19~,o, a oajority , }$ 

~ or the ne!T\uers adopted by-lows for tho eovcrnment of the ........ 

church. Thorcoft~r tho e lder~ notified dcfcndont thnt his . ' · .. ,~) 

~ ... ·,."t. P'~ 
sorv1ces were no lnnr.er requir cd n s n!.n1ster, but d efendnnt '.\1 ~~ 

• • • '.~ :t~ ' 'J' :tv), 

refused to vncote the pulp1 t. Sut. wns ~tnrted in the circ ult . ' .. r., 
court of •:tnyno county. White tho suit was T•£:nd ing a conventi·~-~ :·:· ~i 
of a 11 the conr.re~ations, known os o lectureship, wns held in · '· · ~~ . . ,. • .....j 

. '. ··~ 

tho city of Detroit in the enrly pnrt of 1951, ot which time j • • '! ~:i 
dr.fendnnt ndnittod thnt hio touchinr. rclntive to r.ejor1ty ·. ~.· :.: .. ;{~ 

' t: i ....... ' 

rule wus crntrnry to tho theory ndvocnted by the elders. As . i,:~;: • 
... _t.· :·,' \~~ . .,,~ ~~~ 

o reoult of thin so-called repentnnce on the rert of de!'cndant .: · ... ~~ 

the pr.ndin,:: :.1uit was d1qcontinued. In ?.:nrch, 1952, dcfend·a~~ -:.!~./ ~~ ,_ 
wrote ond '1Uhlishod nn a.rticlo in the "Christion ~cho," : -. 
one of t.hc orficinl pul· Unnt1on3 nf tho Church of Christ, ··~: . ... 
ndvocotin1· thnt tho churches dopnrt from t.rutlit1on. In 1:oy, '· 

1951!, the tlerendutlt received l\ written notice sicned ty the 
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Ac·~crui::•·ly, the ~nr.tn:1t nuit was stnrted by 1 
• • ~.J I 

• " .... ;t~~ 

en U:.eir ~H>~1nl.f ns elder:; nn<l on \·eltnlf of the · ;?·: • 
th~ c-C"r.r-rcr·,t!0n w!;1; ,..r:lhere t<" the st. nnl~ord3 of the · ~ 

.. . 
loq-;cr cl der!j of th~ c r.nr ~1". "ti~cuu:.:c tl!cj' ·::ere re:"".OV ~d fron I 

'i 

ofrico b:.• nct:or.. of t.l".e cn:r.rcr:n:.!on C' n l:ny lo, 1952, nntl 
thnt tl:c church ·t . , 

hAve no nuthority to inzt1tutc the present suit; I 
:4 
~ ls nutcnc!':':c\ls nnd s c1 f - rovcrn! nr.; 

th11t 1:\ Decenter, 1950, the . 

r:em'J~:-s Adopted loy-l1y::s fer t !:c rova:-:d n~ of t~1c ctu= ~h; and tha '·' J 
;::t 

' '" •, 'c,,11.] 

t!:e ~lders ·.le not l'.!'\"C tl~c rir::!:t to r·~nove c. ":.ini~ter wit~out ·.· ·· ~ 
~ 

In w::iy cf a.1'firr..c t:. Y•~ reli~~\;. :fl 
.. •• - • J',-!,' .. c2 

dcfcr.!:-n~ ri:·!: s ~.~.~~ : ·•· !:1ti!'f!.: l ie ri::st.rn!:;cd f:-c:-i interfc:-inr, :· · "' ~ i1 . . ;\ .. ~ ~·~ 
• ,. r. . .. 

thP. ar.:'rovnl of the cc-nr:rer:!lt~.:n. 

. '• . .. ~ ~ 
.1 

~ ,,,.. .. , 

w1 th t~· e n ~fni rs of t, he c"' u:-ch. 

Tt.c cnu:-:~ ct•nc on !'or trial, f.ln<i Rt its ccnclusion 
~ !? 

the tri~l ~ourt fcxn'1 r.!.I 11 fnct t\".r.t -::-l~lnt1ffs wc~e not eldors · :, . - . i 
r "· \ ~ tJ o the cl".urc?'l ot the tine o:' fil~nr, t:ie bill of c,1:-iplaint • ,, ·:i ... ... • 4 

• • : : J 
' f ,: a::. ;1 .. 1nt1 ff9 o~penl nnd uree th~t . . 

t;heY ore the (inly clC.ers of tt'.e churcl'. ond as s ·rnh ere e:i.pov.ered i . , 1 
·It ap.i>Cer~ °:. • 

n r.:l dlso1 s.~ed tt Jir ~ u1 t. 

.· . . · .. ' ~ 

tr.nt 1t. 1 s r.ct nec~~st•!'Y th"t rno t:e tl r,radun:.o of !lnY thE'!olcgi.ca ~ . t 

to disr.1!.JS the dcfenc!~nt os r:inl~tcr of the ch..t.r~h . 

se~.!n•,r:: or · ~stltut,,ion ~:: orucr to !:crvn t1s :-11n1~tcr C'f the. , :,. ] 

ch\lrc'1; th:-.t each Cllll!"Ch of C!-rist !.s n:1 i ~C.cner.dent unit ,. .•. .-
' •' · .: \ 

:.;etlfl!'ntc f\:ld npnrt fro:~ nll the c-tl.cr C~ta·~!".c:; of Chrint anlt -' 1 j 
·:;1th nc ~uper1or ~'ocly hnv1:ir r.ny con~.rC'l 1 >vcr 'lnY of tto churches i 
·;;e note t~n~ t~:o <:1"','l:"~l". w:lS 1ncorpor!lt!!cl 1:nclcr P?\d by ViJ•!-Ue of:_ , ' • I 
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of ... h.e !lllthorlty cP::t:?ir:·"'d !1: r,i. 191,S, tt :p~0.17o, 450.179 

..... , 
.'./A, . 

( ' 

(!1tat A"ln t 1 :'l .17·! , :'! . lHO} . !,;uch ccclcsi!Wticnl corporntion 
. : t ' ;t 

under t;L l')l.8
1 

:f 1.50.181 (:J~at Ar;n t 2:1..182) shall hnve i'uthr>rity ~ 

t7ndar tht ol:o•1e ou~hcrity t~c c:!u.rch eJ0r.tcc1 by-lov.!· , ~n port, 

as foll rM!l: 

Section ~ 0f h:-ticle 1 prnvicies: 

"a. All c-ff1 ccrs :"".l:.r;t r:eet tho re'luircmP.nts of the 
Gllurch, und ~hnil uo :: ~lectt1d ~1:: the cnnr:rcrntlcn rt t\ ler,nl . 
busin·~so nect.inr,, onu s hn ll ~crvc ri ~ lnnr~ as tho c~• nr.ror.ntion . 
dc9ms .... 1 se. 

"b. TI:e follow} :'J~ ~nt ':od or !H!locti nr: Church officer 
mAY be pursucc, t.hu C!~urch t trotwh thoocn reproscn tn ti vez May ... 
!JCJ.cct the nlL-:ihcr of r:en needed, ;.uch os !'inls ters, Sld~rs, 
Det:c0ns. Treasurer, coretnl:cr, nesscnr;er!>, ~:-t:~t!?e~, ::rncretary, 
et~., r.:en wh~ posses:; the accessory quoli 1'1 cot~ ons for es ch 
respcctivo office, then ttcy fflU~t l.e nrcscntcd to the concrc~atio 
1br its nn?1rovol 0r disnI':>rcwnl. 'rt.c r.:oC'lbors shn l l r:mke their 
will known· uy raising th~ · hnnd, ~itunuinr:, ·11ritirv-, or saylni:: ~·e~ 
or no, etc., thus r.i vinr; t~o whole Ch~rch opportun1 ty to I-artic1p 
in t;ho ttnleotion bf ter public ~orvonts." ·' · 

' "' . 
• I .. . 
-~ 

.. ;l 
Section 1 C\f Article V re lntinr. to the minister pro vi es :1 

tt ':" 
.~·,;. 

"a. rr'tie !'"tnister mny ~e rernoved for scriptural 
by tht> of ficors with the c 0nr,ret•.nti on." 

Section 1 of Articl9 VIII st~tcz the Method for 

rano~ol of officers: 

·-, ~· 
~.t~ 

. ' ,.. :-:~; 
l • ~1 .. ;.; 

~!" ·~~~ 
"•'"',?. 

t ~.. "> ... . -. ~ . . ~· .... ,..~ 
.} :-:·; · ~"~·· ,. .... , 

· "J. •::o, the Jo~.;erh Co:-1oau r.:-.urch cf Chriet, l:eliove · \'>~ 
nnd tench t.hnt r.ny officer 01~· t-c tut1re<1 or in:pcnched becauseii.;·:!~ : . .,.J:."· 
of \.:ic 1 cllowlnB rcnsona: · · ~ · ;,,,:7 ;, ~~:¥ ~ •J... ;-.fd 

••(1) I!' fC'r c!luse he bcco~cs unAcceptoble to the·<·.~.;~; J,~!J 
conr; reeo.t ion. ' · . ·• · ··.~ .. . .. -,~ 

''(2) If he fo!ls to do the work l)f on of.fleer 1'cce~s!; ~-Jo'ij} 
or n·!>f;l1r,cnce. ·r. J / ·~ ·\Zi~ 

" ()) If h-:. loses his qu11lificnt! mo -- this nay be · -~ :./!J 
dono if t1e is unfnH.hful 1n life er in t.!.s tf'nchlnr, ond· work.7 .· ... :"·~~ 

·~ :. a.\.r.·._i: 
• . /."":t 

In thn r;o~c ot bnr plnint tff9 w~rc rc~ovcd as t..•lders 
·'f."~ .,, "!1 ........ ··r.· . ·~ • f , ' ....... 
··.1~. 

.~ ...... ~· •• .!f.. 

,.f,. 
'\ .'' 

of tho church by vote of the nicmbcrship of the church. In 
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Cal v11ry Jtnptist C!1urch v. ~;~:oy, ::9;- n c:t1. 51 7, \·:c ?:nti occnsion 

1.o deciuo n cl.urch tli!>putc rol'itivc to the 11 ~H~ \):'the church 

property. '.'i'o tho re sai <.l: 

"".'l:'..t.il tho doctrin•tl disputes uetwecr the pnrtic!l, 

.·· 

who th or th ev t: n wi ~h r c:mr?ct to 'funt111r.:cmtol ism• or nny 
other occlesicrnticol r.mt tcr~, t!1c ccurts t:nvo l\('l c0nccrn. 
}:uch hns been writtennnd much con le suid on this subject, 
hut little thAt is new con be e dded to thnt o xnressed by 
thjs c0urt In r~udw v.; c1ncl, 10~ r·ich. )!>7 ()2 LRJ\ 92); 
n'J:;:;lnn Crt'.1ocox All 3rdnts C~urch v. IJcrin, ?.22 r:ich. J5; ··~ 
!innn•1 v. ?"nl I ck, 22) n ch. lvO; K0mnrvnski v. i'onovi ch, 2)2 .. ;,1. 
~·ich 88; 1Turb"7i1 v. ~t . ,To~:n's ~reek Cnt.Jol1c Church, 200 l."i,.h. .:i.,. 
)31; ~rnd 1'\ ll !~<dntn !-..,oli:1h lln:.ir ·nnl C•! t:?r,lln ChtU'ch v. f1,..ruld, :.: :: 
271 r.:1ch. -r1r7. It j s cn0ur.:h to ~n~· thnt we hfl\'C !iOt dep~rted .::: 
rron tho rule thnt: : .~ 

· "' In nrit tcr2 of ~ hur ch polity purr.ly ecclos1u3t1 cal, ·~·J 
civil eour ts uo not j ntcrfcrc, hut whnn rropcrt:1 ri1~h ts are . · ·~4 
involved they ore to be t"!stcd ~n the ulvil court:; by the uiv.i.1 · · .:.~ :ffe). 
laws. • K".:norvnsk i v. Popovich, supra." · . . .• ~ ·v.·=-1 

- - • • ol..i,;• J .. , ~., ,,..AC 
.. 

In th~ cone ut t.nr property rir,hts are involved, 
. ··~ . r 
{r4 

. '' \"J ner1ely, which r:r0up hos the exclusive 'uso nntl control of the · • · .. ~ 
' .. : . ';..:~ 

• • ' , .. r 

0!1urch property. We hove no concern with ecclesiosticol. dis~ut~s• '- t" 
end whether tho ''1!0·11 1'c:.;tunent 0 nuthor1~es ond er.no'llors o life ·_ .,~ 

... "' • •l . _, 
. • . ' ' .. ~p· ; 

tenu"e fo~· elaers with divine r ir.ht to rule is not ~ proper · : I ~.~ 
'·f:,. · ' ~~, 

subject for o.ur determinr.tion. ·:10 do hold thnt cur 9ta.t~tes · ·.~ ;~.· '.~~~ 

nuthorize thermr.i bership to lncorporate as on ecclesiastlc.al ·: ~ .;~.: ~r1 
body with power to make by-laws coverniru: the selection c-f . - ... ~·. ~~ 

. . :' \- ,, ... ._, 
church officiuls und !)rosoribj nr; their du:.ies. We .nr~ in . · . ::::= .... ~~ 

accord with tho foll owinr, nz pronounced by the · trinl judge: ·.·::.~ ~:~·: ::~ 
• -. ., ' 1 ·"~ . .. , . " ~, .. ~, 

'tThe court finds thnt if it ottenptcd t ·o erant · · •. ;/-d 
relief ns ~rn~.red for hy plnintiffg, os to tho rr.i:1t.ters being ': .:·:·;• .. ~ 
tnu~ht fror.1 t ! e pulpit, 1 t wruld be 1 nt.1~rfcrini:: in the · · · .J 
ecclonin::;ticnl of f:\irs of the CC"' nr,ror;nti on, which the conr,re- . . . - ~ 

i:~i~~ !\~ l~~~ ~~~o~~t~~rni~~ ; · c~~ c~o~~tn ~in~:v:s s ~~o~~~or or . . : ~.' .. ·~ J 
nut: or1. t~· 1 n the mutt.Jrs cln1nctl t:y the, to the i:?>n.usion of . ·:it 
tho cor.r:ror.otion. . . . ; ... :f~i 
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Tl:e court t'inas tnat tho olalnt11'fs were not .. .• 1, 

elders of the JC'ceph Canpau c~urch cf C!·,rist at the t1r.1e of !111 ~ · ~ 

this bill of c0r:pl:iint r nc! htid no rirllts in or t.n the church . ;~ 
nropc rty, oi th1!r as offi ccr:J CJf t~ atu church or ~ n t reir ·. : 
in<l1v1Jual cl.lpucity; that the ric:ht i..o the \H:C :ird c • r:trol ~ 
of the church ')roper ty is vc~ted in "he c r.ur ch l•ody or 
conr.rer,n ti on, a ct in~~ tr.r our:h i tc truntces . " 

The Decree ~ r 

costs to the Defrnd"nt . 
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