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 Rochester College concluded a 
four-month nationwide search for a 
president when its board of trustees 
unanimously voted to appoint interim 
president Dr. Michael Westerfi eld to 
the offi ce on April 28. The public an-
nouncement came three days later at 
the College’s annual fund raising din-
ner, when board chairman Pat Kirby 
introduced the new president to over 
700 Rochester supporters, who gave a 
standing ovation.
 “Our search committee started 
with a dozen nominees, narrowed 
them down to six, then to three and 
then to one candidate who stood head 
and shoulders above the rest,” said 
Kirby. “Dr. Westerfi eld emerged as 
the man whose qualities best matched 
the criteria for the offi ce. Not to men-
tion, he was supported by the College’s 
faculty, staff and students.”
 Westerfi eld, the College’s provost 
since 1995, served as interim president 
for several months following the res-
ignation of former Rochester president 
Dr. Ken Johnson in August 2003. In 
January, a presidential search commit-
tee solicited nominations from offi -
cials at other Church of Christ colleges 
and universities across the nation. The 
committee asked for candidates whose 
qualifi cations included, among other 
things, Christian character, academic 
credentials and extensive management 
experience. A four-month coast-to-
coast screening process eventually 
led the committee back to Rochester, 
where their man had been working all 
along.
 “I’m honored and excited to be 
president of Rochester College,” said 
Westerfi eld. “I’m looking forward to 
serving the Rochester College family 
and all its constituents as we work to 
build on the dynamic progress of the 
last decade.”
 Get acquainted with Rochester’s 
new president. Go to page 3 to read 
Dr. Westerfi eld’s biography and what 
he has to say about his faith, leader-
ship style, priorities and changes at 
Rochester. 

Rochester College commissions new president
Provost Dr. Michael Westerfi eld seventh person in 45 years to hold the offi ce

The College’s new president and fi rst lady, Dr. Michael Westerfi eld (left) 
and his wife, Sharon, beam with joy a few moments after they are intro-
duced at Partnership Dinner XXXIII on May 1. Photo by Jeff Bennett.

Michael Westerfi eld vita
Age: 51

Education:  Ph. D. University of Nebraska at Lincoln
 M.A. Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, Ks.
 B.A. Harding College, Searcy, Ark.
 A.A. York College, York, Neb.

Career: President, Rochester College (April 28, 2004- )
Interim president, Rochester College 

 (Sept. 1, 2003-April 27, 2004)
Provost, Michigan Christian/Rochester College   

 (1995-Aug. 31, 2003)
Administrative vice president, York College   

 (1989-1995)
Vice president for student services, York College

 (1987-1989)
Assistant to academic vice president, York College  

 (1977-1986)
 Director of summer school, York College 
 (1979-1986)

 Rochester College signed an agree-
ment on April 7 that will make an 
affi liate of Global Christian Univer-
sity, an Internet-based institution that 
markets non-accredited bachelors’ 
degrees to students around the world. 
 The joint venture will eventually 
give prospective students on any con-
tinent Internet access to Rochester’s 
accredited programs. At the same 
time, the partnership will give 
Rochester unlimited possibilities to 
market its degrees on a global scale. 
Offi cials said the pact would capital-
ize on the strengths of each school. 
 “This partnership has great poten-
tial to realize Rochester’s historic mis-
sion to educate and empower Chris-
tians who will change the world,” said 
Dr. Michael Westerfi eld, Rochester’s 
president. “We’re grateful to God for 
entrusting us with this opportunity.”
 Offi cials said extensive strategic 
planning over the next several months 
would produce a long-range plan for 
integrating Rochester’s accredited de-
gree programs into GCU’s curriculum. 
The university currently has 83 appli-
cants from 22 nations.
 Westerfi eld said the joint ven-
ture between the schools would 
please Rochester’s founding fathers.
 “Our fi rst two presidents, Otis Gate-
wood and Lucien Palmer, envisioned a 
college that would train missionaries to 
carry the Christian message to every 
part of the world,” said Westerfi eld. 
“The Internet will enable us to realize 
their vision in new ways. We can do 
more than send American missionar-
ies to foreign countries; we can train 
indigenous missionaries and voca-
tional ministers in their homelands.”
 “We are grateful to Rochester for 
making this partnership a reality,” said 
Dr. Charles Myer, Jr., GCU president. 
“It brings to the students of GCU a 
whole new arena of opportunities.”
 The agreement between Rochester 
and Global Christian took effect on 
June 1. 

Global Christian 
University and 
Rochester College form 
strategic partnership

Tribute, page 11
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Rochester College is an academic community 
characterized by the fellowship-creating reality of 

Christ’s presence in the world.

The College’s mission is to engage students in a 
vigorous liberal arts education 

within a Christian community for a 
life of study and service.
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Partners for Success
God has richly blessed Rochester College over the last decade 
and continues to bless us with new friends and partners in this 
great endeavor to build a solid Christian college in the North.  
Our partners, both new and old, are tremendously important to 
our future.  The next decade will be the critical factor in deter-
mining what the future holds for Rochester College. 

Partnering is a biblical theme when you think about it.  I can 
remember hearing Dr. Don Gardner talking about the “three-
fold cord” as he discussed the importance of working together 
for the common cause of Christian higher education.  Scrip-
ture emphasizes relationship, relationship between God and us 
and relationship between our earthly brothers and sisters.  Our 
partners are many, but we are now called upon even greater 
service as we enter a new era of fund raising to ensure the 
future of Rochester College.

In the near future, we will unveil the most dramatic and chal-
lenging campaign ever undertaken at Rochester College.  I 
hope you will prayerfully consider how you can make a dif-
ference in the future, how you can provide a legacy for the 
future. 

One of my goals as president is to build a signifi cant endow-
ment to provide security for our future.  Several partners have 
indicated that they have included gifts to the permanent en-
dowment in their estates.  Dr. Jack McCorkle and his wife, Ma-
dalon, have stepped out to endow our fi rst faculty chair.  Others 
are considering gifts for buildings and academic programs.  
What is happening is partnering, pure and simple!  

If you have not been giving regularly to Rochester College, let 
me encourage you to do so.  From the $10 per month gifts to 
the large gifts for major initiatives, all are necessary for the 
ongoing health of Rochester College.  Thank you for your part-
nership.  Thank you for your help in making new friends for the 
College.  Most of all, thank you for your prayers as we begin 
this partnering journey together.

E. Lucien Palmer (1921-2004)
A great man rests from a lifetime of service

Edward Lucien Palmer, the man who led Rochester College 
from its birth to adolescence, died in Nashville, Tenn., on July 
8. Palmer was the College’s fi rst dean (1958-1963), second 
president (1963-1971) and fi rst chancellor (1971-1974). He 
died as this issue of north star was in the fi nal stages of 
publication. A tribute to Lucien Palmer’s life and work will 
appear in the November 2004 edition.

College creates offi ce of church relations
In May, the College expanded the offi ce of church relations 
and named Dr. David Fleer, professor of religion and com-
munication, vice president (see page 4). Under Fleer, the new 
offi ce will serve as liaison between the College and leaders 
of its largest constituency, the Church of Christ. The College 
also launched two new publications: Church Connections, 
a tri-monthly newsletter for Church of Christ leaders in the 
Great Lakes region; and Rochester College Bulletin, a bi-
weekly news release for publication in church bulletins. For 
more information, call (248) 218-2144.

Westerfi eld to be inaugurated August 26
The Rochester College family will inaugurate its seventh 
president, Dr. Michael Westerfi eld, during a full day of activi-
ties on Aug. 26. The Rochester Church of Christ will host the 
inauguration ceremony at 11 a.m. Other events, including a 
VIP lunch, picnic and concert, will follow. Call (800) 521-
6010, ext. 5, for more information.

Richardson Center to open by fall semester

The College will dedicate the Richardson Academic Center, 
in the fi nal stages of construction, on Oct. 1. Offi cials expect 
the new campus hub to be ready for occupancy by the time 
students return to classes on Aug. 26. The building will be 
home to the Academic Center for Excellence, Department of 
Science, Department of Theatre, a “fi ne arts auditorium,” the 
president’s offi ce and the Utley-McCauley Student Center. 

Founders Day scheduled for October 2
On Oct. 2, the College will pay tribute to the men and women 
whose work laid the foundation on which today’s Rochester is 
built. Alumni representing every decade since the 1950’s will 
present honors to the administrators and professors whose 
work infl uenced their lives. Organizers say they hope Jim 
Thomas, the only surviving member of the original board of 
directors, will be in attendance. Call (800) 521-6010, ext. 4.    

Restoration Forum coming to Rochester
Rochester College and Great Lakes Christian College will 
host the 24th Annual Restoration Forum, Oct. 15-17, at Roch-
ester’s campus and Rochester Church of Christ. The forum is 
designed to reunite believers in Jesus Christ who trace their 
religious heritage to the American Restoration (Stone-Camp-
bell) Movement. Call (800) 521-6010, ext. 4.

Students participate in summer missions
About 30 Rochester students participated in Christian evan-
gelistic missions this summer. About half of them completed 
a six-week missions internship in Uganda. The internship 
was designed by Rochester employees Dr. John and Sara 
Barton, and Danny Hardman. Other students went on mis-
sions to places like Australia, Kenya and Thailand. 

News from Partnership Dinner XXXIII

Paul Harvey Mary Lou Retton
About 700 people helped raise $100,000 for student schol-
arships at Partnership Dinner XXXIII, held at Cobo Hall 
in Detroit on May 1. Guests enjoyed a spirited presentation 
by 1984 U.S. Olympic Gold Medalist Mary Lou Retton. Dr. 
Michael Westerfi eld, Rochester’s president, announced world 
famous radio personality Paul Harvey would headline Part-
nership Dinner XXXIV May 7, 2005. Call (800) 521-6010, 
ext. 4, for more information.

New life for old library
On March 11, the College rededi-
cated Muirhead Center after a 
year-long renovation converted the 
former library building into faculty 
offi ces. Dr. Michael Westerfi eld 
honored Alberta Muirhead, who, 
along with her late husband, gave 
most of the funds to make several 
renovations to the building during 
the last 30 years.

Sermon Seminar’s fame spreads
The Seventh Annual Rochester College Sermon Seminar 
attracted over 120 professional ministers from 30 states 
and more than a dozen Protestant denominations. The par-
ticipants came to Rochester on May 24-26 to hear renowned 
theologian Walter Brueggemann and other acclaimed Chris-
tian scholars lecture on the art of preaching the Psalms. The 
seminar’s lectures and sermons will be made into a book by 
ACU Press. 

Briefl y...
One-hundred, twenty students graduated on May 8. 
Rochester hosted the 24th Annual Christian Scholars Con-
ference July 15-17. Almost 40 students participated in the 
College’s fi rst Academic Symposium on April 28. Nineteen 
students participated in a spring break mission to inner city 
Chicago Feb. 29-March 8.
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Otis Gatewood
(1958-1964)

E. Lucien Palmer
(1964-1971)

Don Gardner
(1971-1978)

Walter Gilfi len
(1978-1980)

Milton Fletcher
(1980-1991)

Ken Johnson
(1991-2003)

Michael Westerfi eld
(2004-present)

Rochester College presidents

From the time I met Dr. Westerfi eld, I knew he was a 
capable leader. First, he has a love for the Lord, from 
whom he gets his strength and wisdom. Second, he 
has an obvious love for Rochester College and is able 
to see the signifi cant potential that lies ahead for this 
great Christian institution.

Dr. Royce Money, president
Abilene Christian University

Dr. Westerfi eld is a visionary and faith-building leader. 
His vision goes beyond strategic plans and mission 
statements; he sees the potential in people and is able 
to bring it out of them.

Jeff Simmons, dean 
College of Business and Professional Studies

Dr. Westerfi eld helped create the dynamic contempo-
rary Christian culture at Rochester. He is an excellent 
communicator who will effectively tell the story of 
Rochester College. Having served under at least fi ve 
college presidents, he and his wife, Sharon, know the 
challenges and sacrifi ces required in such a role.

Dr. Ken Johnson, president emeritus
Rochester College

We were excited to see Dr. Westerfi eld become presi-
dent because he has long been known for his work on 
behalf of the students and is a familiar face around 
campus.

Rebekah Parsons, president
Student Government Association

Dr. Westerfi eld is forward-thinking, knows higher edu-
cation, thinks fi rst of students, cares for the faculty and 
staff and has a heart centered on the quest for what is 
right and true. Behind all the good things I’ve been a 
part of here, his constant support and leadership has 
been present.

Jennifer Hamilton, dean
College of Arts and Sciences

Mike has a heart for the College and the students. He’s a 
man with a mission who serves with passion and determi-
nation. He’s a man after God’s own heart.

Pat Kirby, chairman
Rochester College Board of Trustees

I’d been impressed with Dr. Westerfi eld’s ability as 
provost, but it was not until I served as interim presi-
dent that I came to realize his true value. I was delight-
ed to see his grasp of the ‘big picture.’ He was not only 
a warm, friendly person who genuinely was concerned 
with others, but he also had the wisdom and ability 
to deal with the problems that face leaders of schools 
such as ours.

Robert Utley, member and former chairman
Rochester College Board of Trustees

Dr. Westerfi eld knows the power of prayer and how 
important it is to ask God’s guidance in seeking an-
swers to the problems that are placed on his shoulders 
day by day.

Dr. Milton Fletcher, chancellor emeritus
Rochester College

 This is part one of a two-part feature about Roches-
ter’s new president. This segment introduces Dr. Michael 
Westerfi eld and his qualifi cations for the offi ce. The next 
segment, due in November, will report Westerfi eld’s vi-
sion and plans for the College’s next ten years.

 Rochester’s new president is a “lifer” in the culture of Christian 
academy. Born in the Bible Belt and raised by a family that traced 
its Church of Christ ancestry to the days when Alexander Campbell 
and Barton Stone roamed the American frontier, Michael Wester-
fi eld grew up with a natural appreciation for the church and its Lord. 
He submitted to baptism at age 13 and grew to consider a career in 
professional ministry. He found his calling, however, after four years 
at York College and Harding College, two Church of Christ schools 
located in Nebraska and Arkansas, where his studies kindled a love 
of English literature, teaching and the academy.
 Westerfi eld couldn’t resist 
the academy. He earned a mas-
ter’s degree and then the Ph. D. 
in English from the University of 
Nebraska. Meanwhile, he went 
to work as an English instructor 
at York in 1974. He got his fi rst 
taste of college administration 
three years later when he be-
came assistant to the academic 
vice president. He became di-
rector of York’s summer school 
in 1979. The course was set, and 
Westerfi eld eventually became 
administrative vice president in 
1989.
 A few years later, Dr. Ken 
Johnson, president of Michigan 
Christian College, invited West-
erfi eld to help him transform the 
sleepy little school of about 300 
students into a comprehensive 
regional liberal arts college. In 
1995, the 42-year old English 
lover-turned-administ rator 
moved his family to Roches-
ter Hills and became Michigan 
Christian’s provost.
 The next eight years would 
be eventful. Johnson turned 
most of his attention to raising 
enough support to build up the 
College’s aging campus. West-
erfi eld applied his experience in 
academic administration to cre-
ating programs that would fi ll 
that campus with new students.
 A bottomless well of knowl-
edge had opened to Westerfi eld 
in 1991, when he became a con-
sultant and evaluator for the 
Higher Learning Commission 
of the North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools. He 
interacted with hundreds of administrators and professors and vis-
ited dozens of colleges and universities. As he explored the best and 
worst of American higher education, he developed a good sense of 
what a small private college needed to do to succeed.
 Westerfi eld drew from that well of knowledge when he went to 
work at Michigan Christian. Over the next eight years he led the 
way to three new baccalaureate degrees and dozens of new four-year 
majors in fi elds like business, communication, education, psychol-
ogy and the liberal arts. Westerfi eld did more than grow the faculty 
to match the student population, he attracted some of the brightest 
scholars around.  The academic division eventually grew strong 
enough to support an adult education program at four locations in 
southeast Michigan. Westerfi eld helped launch a study abroad pro-
gram in 2001 and laid the groundwork for the College’s fi rst gradu-
ate program.
 Johnson and Westerfi eld’s work paid off as new buildings and 
enrollment rose quickly at what became Rochester College in 1997.
 Westerfi eld continued to teach a little and to consult for the High-

er Learning Commission. He took leadership roles for the National 
Conference of Academic Deans, the Rochester Community Coali-
tion and the Rochester Church of Christ, where he served as  elder. 
 Westerfi eld thought little about becoming a college president, but 
when Johnson suddenly resigned in August 2003, Rochester’s board 
asked their provost to fi ll the president’s offi ce while they looked for 
a replacement. Westerfi eld kept the seat warm for someone else, but 
college presidents across the country joined hundreds of Rochester 
professors, staffers and students in nominating him for the perma-
nent job. The College had its man.
 On April 28, 2004, Westerfi eld became the seventh president of 
Rochester College. He follows a president who served longer than 
any other president in the College’s history. No president, however, 
came into offi ce more qualifi ed and more ready than Westerfi eld to 
lead the College toward the realization of its founders’ dream.
 The following is an interview between north star and Roches-

ter’s new president.

How do you feel about your 
new job?

MW: Honored and humbled.

Why did you take the job?

MW: I believe God has a plan for 
Rochester College and I want to 
be part of His plan.

Which of your life experiences 
most prepared you for this?

MW: My career in Christian 
higher education. My work with 
the Higher Learning Commis-
sion has allowed me to work with 
and visit colleges of all types. 

Why did you choose a career in 
Christian higher education?

MW: I wanted to fuse my two 
loves: ministry and the academic 
life. Christian higher education 
is the perfect match. 

What about being president  
excites you most?

MW: The future. We are just be-
ginning to see great things hap-
pen. As president, I will have a 
front row seat and I cannot wait.

Describe your leadership 
philosophy.

MW: A president is a servant 
fi rst. What that means is that the 
president is fi rst among equals 

and leads in that spirit. A president should surround himself with good 
people, build a cohesive team and cast the vision for the campus.

What three aspects of your job will be most important?

MW: Share the vision with our constituents, make new friends for 
the College and work with the trustees to implement their strategic 
vision for the College.

What makes Rochester unique?

MW: Rochester is a smaller academic community where we value 
our Christian faith and scholarship. It’s a place where people still 
matter and where tremendous human support systems exist.

Get to know
Michael Westerfi eld

Turn to WESTERFIELD
page 12
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Accomplishments
Sara Barton, campus 

minister, spoke at the Abilene 
Christian University lectureship.

Charles Blake, controller, 
MBA from Baker College.

Appointments
Elton Albright, director 

of institutional advancement, 
annual gifts.

Scott Cagnet, admissions 
advisor.

Eric Campbell (‘01), director 
of enrollment services, College 
of Extended Learning.

Tedd Case, director of Title III 
programs.

Dan Curtis (‘03), admis-
sions advisor.

Doug Edwards (‘62), 
vice president of institutional 
advancement, planned giving, 
endowment, and major gifts.

Dr. David Fleer, vice presi-
dent of church relations.

Denise Flynn (‘76), assis-
tant to the vice president, Col-
lege of Extended Learning.

Bruce Foulk, Rochester 
College Board of Trustees. 
Foulk is president of Norplex 
Associates in Livonia, Mich.

Kirsten Larsson, enrollment 
counselor, College of Extended 
Learning.

Cathy MacKenzie, registrar.
Karen MacKenzie, assis-

tant, institutional advancement.
Dick Miller (‘76), director of 

alumni relations.
Donna Mosly, assistant,  Aca-

demic Center for Excellence.
Birgie Niemann, vice presi-

dent of institutional advance-
ment, foundations, grants and 
public relations.

David Richardson (‘67), 
Rochester College Board of 
Trustees. Richardson is CEO of 
Richardson Eagle, Inc., of Arling-
ton, Texas.

Don Robinson (‘72), vice 
president of institutional advance-
ment, campaign strategies.

Burt Rutledge (‘93), 
supplemental instruction coor-
dinator, Academic Center for 
Excellence.

Lora Schwab, Rochester 
College Board of Trustees. 
Schwab is CEO of StatProbe, 
Inc., in Ann Arbor, Mich.

Chris Shields (‘04), admis-
sions advisor.

Joan Sullivan, director of 
testing and career planning.

Alexander Waites (‘04), 
admissions advisor.

Lee Watson, director of stu-
dent fi nancial aid.

Dr. Michael Westerfi eld, 
president.

Amanda Wolfe (‘03), enroll-
ment counselor, College of 
Extended Learning.

Goodbyes
Lucille Green, a clerk in the 

College bookstore for 25 years, 
retired at the age of 88.

Chris Osburn, director 
of Title III programs, resigned 
to relocate to Lake Charles, 
La. She will be a full-time high 
school science teacher.

Toby Osburn, vice president 
of enrollment services, resigned 
to become dean of students at 
McNeese State University in 
Lake Charles, La.

 A Dallas, Texas, couple recently 
provided funds to create the fi rst en-
dowed chair in Rochester’s 45-year 
history. Dr. Jack McCorkle, a radiolo-
gist, and Madalon, his wife, pledged a 
signifi cant gift to create the Madalon 
Herren-McCorkle Music Chair in 
Rochester’s department of music. 
 “I am very pleased that Dr. Mc-
Corkle and his wife, Madalon, have 
shown confi dence in the future of 
Rochester College with this signifi cant 
gift,” said Dr. Michael Westerfi eld, 
Rochester’s president. “Endowed gifts 
assure that Rochester will continue to 
be served with well-equipped faculty, 
training leaders for the future. The Ma-
dalon Herren-McCorkle Music Chair 
will be a blessing to the College for 
generations to come.”
 An endowed chair is a teaching po-
sition that is paid for (salary and other 
associated costs) by interest earned on 
principal (endowment). Westerfi eld 
expects the College to name the Mc-
Corkle Professor during the 2004-2005 
school year.
 The McCorkles are noted friends of 
Christian higher education throughout 
the world. Both graduated from Hard-
ing University, Rochester’s sister in-

Texas couple creates Rochester’s fi rst endowed teaching chair
stitution in Searcy, Ark. Dr. McCorkle 
served as chairman of the board of 
International Christian University in 
Vienna, Austria. Later, he served as 
board chairman for Global Christian 
University before it consolidated with 
Rochester College. The McCorkles 
also created an endowed scholarship for 
Bible and ministry students at Harding.
 “We’ve been interested in Christian 
education all of our lives,” said Dr. Mc-
Corkle. “We decided that Rochester 
was in a position to do for that area of 
the country what Abilene Christian 
University and Harding University have 
done for [the southwestern] area. Roch-
ester showed that it is a survivor and we 
expect it to make a lot of progress over 
the next few years.”  
 Doug Edwards, Rochester’s vice 
president of institutional advancement 
specializing in endowment and major 
gifts, anticipates the McCorkles’ en-
dowment gift could be the fi rst of many 
of its kind.
 “The McCorkle gift is an example 
to partners of Christian higher educa-
tion,” said Edwards. “We hope it leads 
others to consider endowing teaching 
chairs and endowment opportunities at 
Rochester College.” Dr. Jack and Madalon McCorkle.

Q & A with David Fleer, Rochester’s VP of church relations
 On May 17, Rochester College made 
Dr. David Fleer, professor of religion and 
communication, the College’s fi rst-ever 
vice president of church relations.
 “Dr. Fleer is uniquely qualifi ed to 
reach out to the College’s partners in the 
church,” said Dr. Michael Westerfi eld, 
Rochester’s president. “He brings pas-
sion and an extraordinary number of 
relationships with a broad-based group 
of Christian leaders, ministers and 
churches.”
 Fleer, whose energy is almost atomic 
in nature, says his whole life has been 
leading up to his new role. Planning is 
under way to offer up to four diverse op-
portunities per year to strengthen 
congregations and their leaders.
Here’s what he said about church 
relations in a recent Q & A with 
north star.

What about this job excites you?

Fleer: I feel like a matchmaker 
bringing together the two people 
I love most: Rochester College 
and the church. What excites me 
most is the realization that God 
has been preparing me for this for 
a long, long time.

Why should an institution of 
higher education be concerned 
with the church? 

Fleer: Rochester’s church relations 
will be characterized by service to 
specifi c constituencies within the 
Christian community. These pro-
grams will be of the highest quality, 
refl ected in the participants, topics 
and even the placement of advertise-
ments. The College will deliver to the 
church the best academic and spiritual 
resources, including the teaching and 
research strengths of the faculty.  

What would be the ideal relationship 
between the College and its church 
constituents?

Fleer: Rochester is an academic com-
munity where we wish to embody 
scholarship and service; an ideal ex-
pressed through our valued relations 
among researchers, speakers, teachers 
of excellence and the churches. 

Please share a few examples of some 

initiatives you would endorse to capi-
talize on these opportunities.

Fleer: We will continue to develop the 
Sermon Seminar, which has become the 
gold standard for preaching enhance-
ment programs in the Church of Christ 
and in the larger Christian academic 
community. The Seminar annually 
draws attendees from more than half 
the states and a dozen different denomi-
nations. The 2004 Seminar was the sev-
enth in the ongoing series and drew 181 
ministers from all over the globe. Publi-
cation through ACU Press, the use 

of nationally-recognized speakers and 
regional and national advertisements 
have enhanced the College’s reputation. 
The target audience for the Seminar are 
those who have strong biblical interests 
in preaching. 

We plan to implement an academic col-
loquium that will attract scholars in the 
fi eld of theology and set Rochester as a 
beacon for academic integrity, especial-
ly as it relates to the church. The target 
audience will be ministers, leaders and 
scholars. We are 

Dr. David Fleer résumé

“I will work under the foundational as-

sumption that we are part of a greater 

community, which believes truth is open to 

scholarly pursuit and inquiry. I will work 

to enhance the College’s image as an aca-

demic and spiritual resource worthy of its 

constituents’ trust and support.”

Title: Vice president of church relations (as of May 17, 2004)

 
Age: 50

Family: Married to Mae for 29 years; sons, Josh, Luke and Nate

Education: B.A., education, Washington State University

 M. Div., Abilene Christian University

 M.S., speech communication, Portland State University

 D. Min., Fuller Theological Seminary

 Ph. D., rhetoric, University of Washington

Career: Professor of religion and communication (1995-2004)

 Interim minister for congregations of the Church of Christ in  

 Michigan (1995-present)

 Helped create and direct the Rochester College Sermon   

 Seminar (1999-present)

 Lectures in Church of Christ venues: Abilene Christian Uni- 

 versity, Lipscomb University, Oklahoma Christian University  

 and Pepperdine University

 Editor for Leaven journal and co-editor for ACU Press

 preaching series, of which the most recent publication was  

 volume fi ve, Preaching the Eighth Century Prophets

 Pulpit minister, Andreson Road Church of Christ

 Vancouver, Washington (1981-1991)
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already planning to present fi ndings on 
Sept. 11 from the archeological dig at 
Tamar (a site in Israel) led by our own 
Dr. Craig Bowman.

Congregational development has long 
been a keen interest at Rochester 
through the Jim Wood seminars. This 
program has an excellent tradition and 
represents the audience we embrace.

I am excited to develop our speakers 
bureau, which will facilitate preaching 
and teaching by faculty at area congre-
gations and events. The target audience 
will be congregations of the Church of 
Christ and all other Protestant fellow-
ships, evangelical and mainline. We 
have in our midst the fi nest teachers in 
our fellowship and some of the world’s 
experts in various topics.

Do you see the College moving more 
toward or away from the Church 
of Christ? What is the cause of this 
movement?

Fleer: We are (with pride and sensitivi-
ty) moving toward the Church of Christ. 
Our emphasis at Rochester is the same 
emphasis of our fi rst preachers and 
teachers in the early 19th century, who 
called for the unity of believers in the 
pursuit of Scripture.

How will you relate to an audience 
that is so diverse and wide?

Fleer: I will seek to maintain and 
improve Rochester’s relations with 
its church constituency by develop-
ing and nurturing connections with 
the Church of Christ, regionally and 
nationally, including African Ameri-
can congregations. At the same time, 
I will continue to nurture dialogue 
with fellowships outside the Church 
of Christ, who share essential con-
cerns. Our conversation with the 
larger Christian community will 
involve a specifi c audience: the 
“reforming center” in Protestant 
Christianity, which is character-
ized by thinking evangelicals and 
biblically-oriented mainliners. In 
harmony with the plea of the Res-
toration Movement, the College 
will seek the unity of all Chris-
tians by reading and living in the 
world imagined in Scripture.
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Jennifer Hamilton

Jennifer Hamilton appointed dean of College of Arts and Sciences
Accomplishments

Joe Bentley, associate 
professor of music, received 
a community service award 
from the Rochester Tuesday 
Musicale, a music organization 
based in Rochester, Mich. The 
award included a $500 gift to the 
Department of Music.

Jeff Cohu, associate pro-
fessor of business, earned the 
Senior Professional in Human 
Resources certifi cation, the 
highest certifi cation in the human 
resources fi eld.

Ron Cox, assistant professor 
of religion, voted Most Infl uential 
Professor by student body.

Dr. David Fleer, professor 
of religion and communication, 
voted Professor Every Student 
Should Have by student body.

Holly Hebert, adjunct librar-
ian, received the Master of 
Library Science from Wayne 
State University.

Vivian Turner, assistant 
professor of mathematics, voted 
Professor Every Student 
Should Have by student body.

Dr. Beth VanRheenen, asso-
ciate professor of English, voted 
Most Infl uential Professor by 
student body.

Activities
Dr. John Barton, professor 

of philosophy, Sara Barton, 
campus minister, and Danny 
Hardman, assistant professor of 
business, led a team of student 
missionary interns to Uganda in 
June and July.

Ron Cox, assistant professor 
of religion, presented at the Sev-
enth Annual Rochester Col-
lege Sermon Seminar in May.

Dr. Keith Huey, associate 
professor of religion, presented a 
book review at the 24th Annual 
Christian Scholars Confer-
ence on July 17.

Frank Pitts, assistant profes-
sor of music, directed the Troy 
Athens High School production 
of Les Miserables.

Appointments
Jennifer Hamilton, dean of 

the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, from assistant professor 
of English.

Dr. Keith Huey, chairman of 
the Department of Bible and 
Religion, from registrar.

Billie Miller, professor of 
early childhood education. Miller 
taught for over 20 years in public 
schools and served as a teaching 
supervisor for the University of 
Illinois. 

Dr. Mel Storm, director of 
graduate programs, from chair-
man of the Department of Bible 
and Religion.

Goodbyes
Dr. John Barton, dean of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, 
resigned to focus on full-time 
teaching. He is professor of phi-
losophy.

Coach Bill Shinsky, profes-
sor emeritus of physical educa-
tion, died March 3, 2004.

Dr. Beth VanRheenen, 
associate professor of English, 
resigned to relocate to Pennsyl-
vania with her husband.

 On May 6, Dr. Michael Westerfi eld 
announced a change of leadership 
for the College of Arts and Sciences, 
Rochester’s largest academic division. 
Dr. John Barton, who served as dean 
since the formation of the CAS during 
the summer of 2003, resigned to give 
his full attention to teaching. In his 
place, Westerfi eld appointed Jennifer 
Hamilton, assistant professor of Eng-
lish, and one of Rochester’s brightest 
stars, dean.
 “I wish to extend my appreciation 
to Dr. John Barton for his outstand-
ing service as dean during the past 12 
months,” said Westerfi eld. “A president 
is not often blessed with a person who 
can excel in the classroom as well as 
in an administrative role. Dr. Barton is 
that rare exception.”
 Barton is professor of philosophy in 
the Department of Religion and Bible. 
He will continue some administrative 
duties as associate dean of the CAS.
 Westerfi eld said Barton’s replace-
ment would excel in the dean’s offi ce.
 “During her fi ve years at Rochester, 
Jennifer Hamilton has distinguished 
herself as a scholar and a leader,” said 
Westerfi eld. “She is the right person at 
the right time to lead the College of Arts 
and Sciences to a new plane of excel-
lence.”
 Few scholars could surpass 
Hamilton’s quality and most scholars 
know it, at least at Rochester. In 2003, 
the College’s faculty voted her Faculty 
Member of the Year. Although she says 
her fi rst priority is “teaching…teach-
ing…teaching…and loving it,” Hamil-
ton has repeatedly demonstrated bril-
liant leadership.
 Shortly after her arrival at the Land 
Around Lake Norcentra in 1999, she 
took up the banner of international 
study and, two years later, the Global 
Education Opportunities (GEO) pro-
gram was born, transporting Rochester 
students to Europe to study world cul-
tures. True to her discipline, Hamilton 
helped form Ex Libris, a student cre-
ative writing group, and publish Black-
berry Winter, a collection of the group’s 
work. A member of the president’s 
academic cabinet, she became one of 
the main voices of the College during 
its accreditation visit a couple of years 

ago, working with several criteria com-
mittees and drafting the statements that 
would be read by the Higher Learning 
Commission. Last spring, she quarter-
backed the fi rst Rochester College Aca-
demic Symposium, a wildly successful 
lollapalooza of student scholarship on 
parade. She frequently presents papers 
at academic conferences and in journals 
such as Stone-Campbell Journal, which 
recently published an essay about Super 
Bowl halftime entertainment (is it pop 
culture or propaganda?). All the while, 

she has run steady in the marathon that 
is her dissertation on modern Scottish 
literature and the work of Scottish au-
thor Naomi Mitchison. She expects to 
receive the Ph.D. in literature from the 
University of Aberdeen (Scotland) this 
fall.
 Hamilton will need all of her bril-
liance, experience and more when she 
takes charge of the college that boasts 
13 of Rochester’s academic depart-
ments, 52% of its students and 70% of 
its full-time faculty. She says she has 

the perfect role model, however, from 
which to learn.
 “I hope to continue to promote an 
atmosphere where faculty and depart-
ment chairs can be visionaries for this 
institution. I hope to lead and inspire 
people like I have been by President 
Westerfi eld,” says Hamilton. “His 
brand of leadership is so appropriate 
for an academic institution, for he 
recognizes the talents of people around 
him. He situates them according to their 
gifts, then frees them to accomplish 
good things for this institution.”
 Hamilton believes Rochester Col-
lege, in general, and the College of 
Arts and Sciences, in particular, stand 
at the beginning of the greatest period 
of progress and transformation yet to 
come along in Rochester’s half century 
on the scene. 
 “Rochester is poised to become a 
signifi cant institution in the Midwest,” 
says Hamilton. “I believe the right 
people are in the right places for this 
institution to provide a quality liberal 
arts education in a Christian setting.”
 Hamilton’s vision for the future 
includes deepening the CAS’s degree 
portfolio with new majors and widen-
ing and diversifying the faculty to cre-
ate cross-cultural classrooms in every 
department. She also expects more 
graduate programs to follow the Roch-
ester College Master of Arts in religion, 
set for approval by the Higher Learning 
Commission in the next few months. 
 “At Rochester, one doesn’t have to 
look very far to see opportunity,” says 
Hamilton. “What remains is to take the 
initiative and make things happen.” 
 The value of those opportunities, 
however, may only be weighed when 
the classrooms and hallways become 
silent, students become graduates, and 
raw potential becomes kinetic energy 
guided by something more than know-
ing the right answers on a test.
 “I’ve a fi rm belief that higher educa-
tion matters,” says Hamilton. “We are 
about much more than ‘job training.’ 
We are about teaching people how to 
think, how to discern, how to quest for 
the things that matter. Those are life-
shaping things. Being true to those con-
victions has guided all that I’ve done 
here at Rochester.”

Professor’s book explores hidden morality in Buffy the Vampire Slayer
 Dr. Greg Stevenson, professor of 
religion and Greek, and Rochester’s 
pop culture expert extraordinaire, re-
cently transformed his fascination with 
a popular television show into Televised 
Morality: The Case of Buffy the Vam-
pire Slayer (Hamilton Books), a 299-
page case study that attempts to help 
Christians identify morality hidden in 
the fl ickering images of primetime TV.
 The subject of Stevenson’s case 
study is Buffy the Vampire Slayer, a 

show about a teenaged girl “chosen” 
and empowered to fi ght demons and 
vampires. Buffy aired on the WB Net-
work and UPN from 1997-2003.
 Stevenson got hooked on the show, 
but felt troubled by its occult elements, 
disturbing sexuality and violence. 
Yet Stevenson sensed Buffy presented 
something more than met the eye.
 “The incoherence between the 
moral messages I was taking from the 
show and the seemingly immoral form 

in which they were sometimes cast 
captivated my imagination and set me 
on a journey of discovery,” wrote Ste-
venson in the preface. His “Hollywood 
and Religion” class spent many hours in 
discussion about the material that even-
tually formed his book.
 “I wrote the book because I sensed a 
need for students and church members 
to learn how to evaluate the moral value 
of a television show in a manner that is 
much deeper than simply tallying up in-
stances of sex, violence and profanity,” 
said Stevenson. “The reason I chose 
Buffy to do that is because it is a show 
that simultaneously has been highly 
praised and highly criticized for its ap-
proach to morality.”
 Televised Morality is available in 
the Rochester College Bookstore. Call 
(800) 521-6010, ext. 6. 

“I sensed a need for students and church members to learn how 
to evaluate the moral value of a television show in a manner that 
is much deeper than simply tallying up instances of sex, violence 
and profanity.”  Dr. Greg Stevenson
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Rochester CollegeRochester CollegeRochester College
GATEWAY TO THE WORLD

Global Education Opportunities (GEO). 

 Since 2001, dozens of Rochester students have spent 
their summers studying in Aberdeen, Scotland. This fall, 
GEO will sponsor its fi rst semester-abroad program in Ba-
varia, Germany.
 “It was an amazing experience. I read about stuff in 
books, but it didn’t mean much until I was there and saw 
it fi rsthand,” says Nicole Hornbaker, a junior English major 
from Delaware, Ohio, who studied in Scotland in 2003. “It 
broadened my understanding of the world, the way other 
people live. It gave me a huge confi dence boost because 
I learned how to live and work in a different country. The 
experience will be benefi cial to me as I want to become a 
writer. It helped me better understand people.”

Missions

 This year, about 30 students participated in foreign evan-
gelistic or service missions to places like Australia, Brazil, 
Kenya or Thailand. The popularity of missions is on the rise 
at Rochester, thanks in part to IMAGE, a campus organiza-
tion devoted to getting students involved in missions, and 
faculty and staff members who used to be missionaries.
 Lindy Emerson, a senior interdisciplinary studies major 
from Mt. Vernon, Mo., and a veteran of two summer missions 
to Kenya (2002, 2003), says her experience changed her 
world forever:
 “Kenya shaped me and changed me in more ways than I 
can count. It broadened my worldview and showed me that people can think differently 
than me and still be right—a hard concept for an American, I think. I learned that love 
does not take money, wealth or even ability. I don’t need position or power to show the 
love of Christ. Kenya showed me that I am far wealthier than I ever thought and I cry 
every time I think of the people who are living in poverty as I sit here in my padded chair, 
typing on my computer in the comfort of air conditioning. Kenya showed me the creativity 
of God. He created the world for all His children and He didn’t make it all the same. We 
learn more about ourselves and others when in hard living conditions. It shows you a 
glimpse of how hard it should truly be to be a body of believers, yet the amazing reward 
it is to be unifi ed under Christ despite your differences. I thought I went to Kenya to teach 
people; they taught me.”

Uganda internship

 This summer, the College hosted its fi rst missions 
internship under the direction of veteran missionaries Dr. 
John Barton (professor of philosophy), his wife, Sara (cam-
pus minister), and Danny Hardman (assistant professor of 
business). Fourteen students participated.
 One of those student interns, Samantha Winterrowd, 
wrote from Ankole, Uganda, to describe her fi rst experience 
beyond America.
 “It has helped me to see all the missionaries and how 
‘real’ they are,” wrote the senior social work major from 

Jamestown, Ohio. “They are no longer these superheroes that you can’t imagine you 
could ever be like. They are pretty amazing; however, it is in their heart to simply serve 
God. They are trying to get out of the way and let God work. I am for sure learning so 
much from them all. I wish everyone could have this experience.” 

Archeology in Israel

 Dr. Craig Bowman, professor of religion, led a two-week 
archeological expedition to Tamar, a site in Israel, in March. 
Bowman expects to return with more students in 2005.  
 “One of the most positive aspects of the trip was being 
able to do what I have spent four years studying,” said stu-
dent archeologist and May 2004 graduate Jared Cramer. “It 
is one thing to read about what archeologists have found; it 
is quite another to actually participate and be the one fi nding 
things.”

Global Christian University

 Global Christian University, Rochester’s new Internet-based academic division, received 
applications from 23 countries over the last few months. GCU will open a new gateway for 
people from every part of the world to interact in the name of education.
 “My parents and I were serving as missionaries in Albania when I began my education 
with Global Christian University,” says Eric Wineberger, a missionary in Durres, Albania. 
“When I enrolled, my only desire was to be a missionary (that is still my only desire). I 
moved back to the States and enrolled at Harding University to continue my education in 
missions. Harding accepted my GCU credits. I am thankful for what I learned at GCU, most 
of all the Bible classes I took. The church at Durres is doing very well. There are usually 
about 60 in attendance on a typical Sunday morning and many individual Bible studies are 
going on every day throughout the week.”

International students

 About 30 international students attended Rochester in 2003-
2004. They came from Albania, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Den-
mark, Egypt, England, Honduras, India, Kenya, Liberia, Nepal, 
Poland, Romania, Tanzania, Tunisia and Zimbabwe. 
 Roxie Florescu, a senior accounting major from St. George, 
Romania, gives an international student’s view of what it is like to 
encounter American culture for the fi rst time:
 “The fi rst six months [in America] were diffi cult. I never stud-
ied English in school, so I had to learn it on my own. The hardest 
thing to accept about America was that everyone was so nice 
to me, walking up and hugging me. We don’t get that close in 
Romania. The relationship between students and teachers is 
different here. You can go up to a teacher here and he would go 
out of his way to help you. You never get that in Romania. I’m a 
much better person because of my time in America. Growing up in Communism, you don’t 
really get a voice. I’m much more confi dent, have more self-esteem and know my opinion 
is valid and worth being expressed.”

A diverse campus culture

 Rochester offi cials recently set in stone their intent to make the College a place where 
diverse cultures interact. A diversity committee, made up of administrators, professors, staff 
members and students crafted a diversity vision statement that will henceforth govern all 
College policy. 

The Rochester College Diversity Vision Statement:

Following the model of Christ, Rochester College will 
intentionally affi rm and value the uniqueness of all individu-
als and their past or potential contribution to our diverse 
society.
Through its statements of policy and by its actions, the Col-
lege’s board, faculty, administration, staff and student body 
will demonstrate its commitment to valuing diversity by:

Seeking to create a campus culture that encourages respect and appreciation for all 
individuals regardless of differences;

Working to achieve representative numbers in the student body, faculty, administra-
tion, staff, board, and constituents of groups historically denied access to opportuni-
ties for higher education and employment; 

Developing programs of study that help students learn of the experiences, perspec-
tives, challenges and contributions of a wide variety of individuals representing vari-
ous cultures and groups, resulting in a greater understanding of and appreciation for 
those cultures and groups;

Providing opportunities for building relationships with individuals of various groups 
and supporting causes that will enhance the quality of life for all. 

 Krystal Lambert, a junior from Swartz Creek, Mich., says the diversity of cultures on 
campus has been very important to her as a student and as a person:
 “I come from a town where everyone is white. Diversity on campus makes you a better 
person by being around different people. You learn how to interact with other cultures, learn 
to respect people who are different from you. It’s helped me appreciate different points of 
view.”

 Starting with Otis Gatewood and Lucien Palmer in 1959 and continuing with Michael Westerfield in 2004, the College’s leaders have always insisted that 
Rochester would be a gateway to the world. Long known for its large population of international students and institutional commitment to world missions, Rochester’s most 
recent leaders have set in motion a plan to make cross-cultural interaction and world travel part of every student’s experience.
 “When our professors and students engage in activities that bring them into experiences with cultures other than their own, I believe they are living out our mission 
at Rochester College,” said Dr. Michael Westerfield, Rochester’s president. “Jesus told us to go into all the world, but we cannot go if we do not understand how others 
think and believe.”
 The following is a glimpse at “what in the world” Rochester administrators, professors and students are doing.  
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Internships open doors 
for Rochester students

Awards
 Steve Corp, a senior youth 
and family ministry major from 
Ashtabula, Ohio, was voted 
Mr. Rochester College. Corp 
was a member of Autumn 
(Rochester’s Christian vocal 
band), A Cappella Chorus, 
and was president of Delta Nu 
social club. Corp also hosted 
Celebration, Rochester’s 
annual student-produced 
musical review. Corp was a fre-
quent worship leader for daily 
chapel. The students elected 
Corp from a list of nominees 
selected by the administration, 
faculty and staff.
 Kara Nulty, a senior com-
munication major from White-
hall, Mich., was voted Miss 
Rochester College. Nulty was 
a member of Pied Pipers (an 
improvisational drama troupe 
for children) and Company 
(a traveling Christian drama 
troupe). She was president of 
Alpha Tau Theta social club, 
led a student mission to Aus-
tralia, and was a Celebration 
hostess. She also interned 
in the public information 
offi ce. The students elected 
Nulty from a list of nominees 
selected by the administration, 
faculty and staff.
 Lindy Emerson, a junior 
interdisciplinary studies major 
from Mt. Vernon, Mo., was pre-
sented the Lynn and Sandi 
Bliss Second Miler Award, 
given to the student who best 
exemplifi es the Spirit of ser-
vice to his or her neighbors. 
Emerson led a Sunday after-
noon small group Bible study 
for students, worked as a tutor 
in the Academic Center for 
Excellence and as a resident 
advisor in Ferndale Hall. She 
served as a SGA senator and 
participated in two mission 
trips to Kenya (one of which 
she led). She also participated 
in a mission trip to Chicago 
and a mission internship in 
Uganda. She was captain 
and All-American Honor-
able Mention for the Lady 
Warriors volleyball squad. 
Emerson also won the Peggy 
Matthews Award, given to 
the female student athlete who 
best demonstrates Christian 
sportsmanship, two years in a 
row.
 Jeremy King, a junior mar-
keting major from Beamsville, 
Ontario, Canada, received a 
citizen’s citation from Oak-
land County Sheriff Michael 
Bouchard for helping depu-
ties apprehend two bank rob-
bers in Rochester Hills in June 
2003.

Accomplishments
 Kim Griswold, a May 
2004 graduate from the Col-
lege of Business and Profes-
sional Studies, and a native of 
Brownstown, Mich., received a 
full tuition scholarship to attend 
Pepperdine University Law 
School in Malibu, Calif. 
 Jared Cramer, a May 2004 
graduate from the College of 
Arts and Sciences, received a 
full tuition scholarship to attend 
the Graduate School of The-
ology at Abilene Christian 
University in Abilene, Texas. 

Would you like fries with that?

 The summer after I graduated from high school, I made $4.25 per hour working 
the counter at a burger stand in my hometown of Ashland, Ohio. Five years later, I had 
a  $40,000 salary as an account executive at a Fortune 500 multinational in Chicago. 
 Kids all over the Great Lakes region, working elbow-deep in fryer grease, might 
wonder how I did it. Even some adults, stuck in dead-end jobs, may wonder, too.
 I’m thankful to God, my parents, the Church of Christ, Ashland City Schools, 
Michigan Christian College and Harding University for equipping, educating and 
empowering me to become a salaried professional. I’m thankful to live in the United 
States, where freedom and opportunity abound. 
 Yet I needed more than education and talent to move out of the fast food kitchen and 
into a ninth fl oor offi ce overlooking downtown Chicago. I needed a key to unlock the 
door of opportunity.
 I received that key during the sum-
mers of 1997 and 1998, when I served as 
a youth ministry intern for the Southside 
Church of Christ in Grenada, Mississip-
pi. The fi rst job that gave me responsibil-
ity for more than french fries, that intern-
ship gave me the chance to be a leader of 
people and a manager of processes and 
resources. My successes and failures at 
Southside became the experience that 
attracted three job offers two months be-
fore I graduated from college. 
 My experience fi ve years ago is more 
common among students today. In fact, 
the latest data shows that today’s interns 
are most likely to be tomorrow’s most 
sought-after employees. A recent survey 
by the National Association of Colleges 
and Employers (NACE) reports that em-
ployers converted four out of ten interns 
into full-time employees in 2002 and 
2003. Vault.com, a leading career plan-
ning resource, reports that many larger 
companies select new hires only from 
among their interns and most businesses 
will not hire fresh college graduates who 
haven’t participated in internships.
 “As a rule, employers look for job 
candidates who have the kind of work-
related experience that students can 
gain through an internship program,” 
says Larry Norman, Rochester’s vice 
president of career services. “At the same 
time, many employers will look fi rst to 
their own pool of interns when they have 
regular, full-time openings.”
 I recently interviewed three students 
and two recent graduates to see how this 
national trend looks up close.  

Today’s interns

 Most Rochester degrees now require 
students to complete an internship for 
credit. One of those students, Darren 
McCullough, a senior from Midland, 
Mich., needed to complete a semester in-
ternship to earn the Bachelor of Science 
in mass communication. Some students 
must fi nd their own internship, but Dar-
ren benefi ted from the placement offi ce 
at Specs Howard School of Broadcast 
Art, the school that delivers some of the 
classes for Rochester’s mass communication program.
 “Specs Howard has a great reputation for graduating quality broadcasting profes-
sionals,” says Darren. “Companies come to Specs Howard looking for interns.”
 Last spring, Specs Howard helped Darren get a three-month internship at Clear 
Channel Radio’s WNIC-FM in Farmington Hills, Mich., where he helped the promo-
tions department announce, assemble and deliver the hundreds of prizes the station 
gives out each week. The prize closet may be a long way from the broadcast booth, but 
Darren says his internship was a big step in the right direction:
 “This business is about who you know. Now I know people who know other people 
and so on. I will defi nitely benefi t from the connections.” 
 David Brazle, a senior secondary education major from Tallmadge, Ohio, didn’t 
need an internship for his program, but found one anyway. Better put, an internship 
found him. 
 When the Cortland Church of Christ, a congregation of about 150 people in War-
ren, Ohio, needed a summer youth ministry intern in 2003, they called David, the son 
of a minister at a sister congregation. David felt that preparing and delivering two Bible 
lessons each week for high school and junior high students would be good practice for 
teaching math in public high school, his career of choice. He learned a lot about the 
classroom.
 “Working with people is not as ‘cut and dried’ as doing my math homework,” says 
David. “It’s tiring. It’s so tough fi guring out when the work day begins and ends, but 
I like that every day is different. I learned to be decisive, to think on my feet and trust 
God in everything.”    

 Sally Williams needed an internship to fulfi ll the practicum requirement for her 
major in sports management. Unlike Darren and David, however, the senior from 
Flint, Mich., had to fi nd her internship on her own. She used the Internet to locate a 
12-week summer 2004 internship at Sports Monster, a Chicago-based company that 
organizes, markets and operates adult recreational sports leagues.
 Sally found room and board with members of the Lakeview Church of Christ on 
Chicago’s north side and went to work on the day-to-day operations of a summer soft-
ball league for 23-35 year olds. As an intern, she schedules games, registers members, 
does some basic accounting, assigns referees (sometimes she has to ref, too), manages 
facilities and does a little marketing.
 “The internship is helping me see how an adult recreation league is run,” says 
Sally via e-mail. “It’s letting me see how much work actually goes into sports manage-
ment.”

Tomorrow’s professionals

       Natalie Whitbread says every student 
in Rochester’s counseling psychology 
program should be required to complete 
an internship. In 2000, Natalie complet-
ed a 240-hour internship as a student at 
Oakland Community College before en-
rolling at Rochester and earning the B.S. 
in counseling psychology in May 2004. 
   As an intern, Natalie worked for 
Macomb-Oakland Regional Centers 
(MORC), a nonprofi t agency based in 
Macomb Twp., Mich., that provides an 
array of services to adults and children 
with developmental, physical or psychi-
atric disabilities. She handled more than 
the usual paper-shuffl ing assigned to 
most interns; MORC gave her responsi-
bility for a handful of people who pro-
foundly depended on her.
      “I was responsible for helping my cli-
ents integrate with the community,” says 
Natalie. “I taught them job and social 
skills, learned about crisis intervention, 
did some basic counseling and helped 
them with government paperwork.”
     The experience overwhelmed her at 
fi rst, but fi nally prepared her to go to 
work full-time at Lincoln Behavioral 
Services, a Dearborn, Mich., nonprofi t 
that provides services and support for 
substance abusers.
     “I learned how to interact with dis-
abled people,” says Natalie. “I had lim-
ited interaction before my internship and, 
at fi rst, I felt like a fi sh out of water. It was 
a wonderful learning experience, which 
aids me daily in my current position. 
My internship opened up a wide range 
of opportunities for me and exposed me 
to situations that educated me beyond a 
classroom setting.”
     Kevin Stewart, a May 2004 B.B.A. 
graduate, says his internship turned into 
a full-time job at a company he loves.
        Last summer, Kevin worked 25 hours 
per week at Daniel Brian & Associates, 
an marketing agency based in Rochester, 
Mich. Kevin didn’t get paid one penny, 
so he soaked up every drop of experi-
ence. He assisted account executives 
with dozens of projects, sat in on creative 

sessions and observed client meetings. He worked, worked, worked and learned some 
things about the professional realm.
 “I never realized how busy an agency is,” says Kevin. “I never realized how much 
of yourself you have to throw into a job to be successful.”
 The agency liked him enough to create a full-time job (with a salary) for him. 
 “I have a job mainly because I had an internship,” says Kevin. “In the world of 
work, they’re not going to look just at the grades you got; it’s more about what you’ve 
done and where you’ve been. My boss told me when he hired me full-time that I proved 
I have what he’s looking for. Without my internship, I’d still be looking for a job.”   
    
Helping students make the change

 Rochester’s leaders want every student to share in the experience of the fi ve men 
and women featured in this story. In addition to requiring most students to complete 
an internship as part of their degree programs, the College recently appointed Larry 
Norman vice president of career services and hired Joan Sullivan to direct testing and 
career counseling. More recently, Norman’s offi ce launched a Web site (www.rc.edu/
careerservices) for employers and students interested in internships. All of this adds 
up to a top-down commitment to position Rochester graduates for the best jobs.
 “We’re committed to helping students understand, locate and get the most from the 
career opportunities out there,” says Norman. “There are many benefi ts to completing 
an internship other than not having to ask, ‘Do you want fries with that?’”
 Story by Bradley T. Irwin

Kevin Stewart, a May 2004 graduate, says his summer internship in 2003 
is the main reason he got a job at Daniel Brian & Associates in Rochester, 
Mich. Photo by Jeff Bennett.
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“I’ve worked with the College for about ten years, start-
ing with the [Ferndale Hall/Hoggatt Hall project]. I 
appreciate the repeat business and the loyalty from the 
College. In return, we’ve tried to be loyal by providing 
the best service at a competitive rate. I’ve been work-
ing on the [new] gym. A gym will be good for the com-
munity because we could always use more recreational 
opportunities for kids. I value the long-term relation-
ship with the College. Not enough people have those 
kinds of relationships any more.”

Frank Rewold
President, Frank Rewold & Assoc.

Rochester, Mich. 
Constructed Ferndale Hall-Hoggatt Hall (1997), 

Ennis and Nancy Ham Library (2002), Richardson 
Academic Center (2004)

Rochester specializes in higher education, not construc-
tion, foodservice or publishing. That’s why the College 
relies on business partners like Frank Rewold & Assoc., 
Chartwells Campus Dining Services, Utley Bros. Print-
ing and dozens of other companies to service today’s stu-
dents who will become tomorrow’s best job applicants. 

“The College provides speakers for special events and 
its seminars and workshops have been instrumental in 
educating and equipping our membership. Most impor-
tant is the opportunity for our children to be educated 
by Bible-believing professors. While we recognize that 
the College is not the Church, it has enhanced the func-
tion and maturity of the Church’s membership.”

Dr. Russell Bone
Minister, Parkside Church of Christ

Dearborn, Mich.

Rochester College was conceived at the Northwest Church 
of Christ in Detroit during the spring of 1954. The College 
opened its fi rst offi ces at the Royal Oak (Mich.) Church 
of Christ in 1956. Today, the Rochester Church of Christ 
stands next to campus as a symbol of the interdependence 
between Church and College. Hundreds of Rochester 
graduates lead congregations all over the world. Each 
year, hundreds of congregations send their children and 
their resources to Rochester. The College’s recent creation 
of a church relations offi ce is a sign that Church and Col-
lege leaders intend for both institutions to grow together. 

“The College has been our partner for several years as 
sponsor of Festival of the Hills. With the College’s sup-
port, this event has grown to attract nearly 50,000. The 
College is also our partner in A Day in the Life. With 
support from the College, this publication and travel-
ing display will reach every resident in our tri-commu-
nity area. The College has also been a good steward 
in saving its historic resources on campus. It always 
seems that a project with Rochester College is a win-
win situation for all partners.”

Pat McKay
Director, Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm

Each year, the College participates in community events 
and projects designed to enrich the collective life of 
Greater Rochester. For example, Arts ‘n’ Apples, an 
annual arts festival in downtown Rochester or Festival 
of the Hills, the community’s annual Independence Day 
celebration. Recently, the College partnered with the 
Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm to spon-
sors A Day in the Life, a photo documentary of what goes 
on in Greater Rochester during a typical 24-hours.

“I’m motivated to serve Rochester College because I 
believe in what the College represents and the positive 
impact it has on people’s lives. I also appreciate the 
wonderful faculty and staff who cared about me. My 
experience and relationships at Michigan Christian 
helped me develop emotionally and spiritually. Despite 
the changes at the College in recent years, it contin-
ues to communicate, to ‘live out,’ its mission to pro-
vide quality education in a Christian environment. I’m 
always proud to say that Rochester is my alma mater.”

Brenda Phillips
Michigan Christian College Class of 1977

Volunteer, Rochester College Alumni Association

About 6,000 people call Rochester their alma mater. 
Whatever success they enjoy in life, Rochester prepared 
them to some degree. Conversely, Rochester succeeds 
only to the degree that its alumni succeed. Dick Miller, 
the College’s new alumni relations chief, says Rochester 
will from now on work to provide its alumni lifelong ser-
vice and support to be successful well beyond their years 
on the shores of Lake Norcentra. 

“We are excited to have our David and Karina at Roch-
ester. We will never forget David’s fi rst assessment of 
the College: After David had been there just one month, 
we asked him if it was as good as he had expected. He 
said, ‘I never dreamed it could be this good!’ Roches-
ter provides wonderful leadership-building opportuni-
ties in a Christian environment. We are so thankful for 
Rochester.”

Mark and Jill (‘73) Brazle
Tallmadge, Ohio

Parents of David and Karina Brazle, Rochester students

The dads and moms who send their children to Roches-
ter College and support them as they pursue their college 
education do far more than just pay the bills; they give our 
students the love and encouragement that compliments 
the Rochester College experience. In the future, these 
members of the Rochester College family will assume a 
more visible role in our pursuit for academic excellence in 
a Christian setting.

“The mission of the Rochester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce is to provide leadership by advancing 
business development partnerships with civic and 
educational interests for the benefi t of Rochester, 
Rochester Hills and Oakland Township. A perfect 
example is the partnership between Rochester Col-
lege and the Rochester Regional Chamber to create 
the Leadership Rochester program, which enrolled 
over 20 students in 2004, its fi rst year. We hope that 
Leadership Rochester will continue to grow.”

Sheri L. Heiney
Executive director, 

Rochester Regional Chamber of Commerce

Nonprofi t organizations like the Rochester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and Rochester College share 
similar objectives in the community. That’s why the Col-
lege shares its resources with partners like the Rochester 
Regional Chamber, Rochester Community House, Roch-
ester Rotary Club, or God’s Helping Hands. This year, 
Rochester Regional Chamber and the College teamed up 
to create Leadership Rochester, a community leadership 
development program for Greater Rochester. 
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“The Kresge trustees were quite pleased with Rochester 
College’s effective use of the Foundation’s challenge 
grant in the campaign for the Ennis and Nancy Ham 
Library. The $1 million raised from donors respond-
ing to the challenge helped the College raise more than 
twice the amount raised in any previous campaign. 
Nearly one fi fth of those gifts represented new givers, 
which will stand in good stead for future efforts.”

John Marshall III
President, The Kresge Foundation

Troy, Mich.

Grants from private foundations are one of the bases 
beneath Rochester’s rise in stature. In 2001, a grant from 
the Teagle Foundation enabled Rochester to hire the vice 
president who coordinates fund raising for projects like 
Ham Library, Richardson Academic Center and an ath-
letic center (in the planning stages). The Kresge Founda-
tion’s challenge grant in 2001 accounted for a large part 
of the money needed to construct Ham Library. Smaller 
grants funded campus beautifi cation, improvements to 
academic programs, technology upgrades and other ini-
tiatives designed to augments Rochester’s world mission. 

“It was important to us that, as our sons went off to 
college, they were spiritually fed as well as receiving a 
good education. Michigan Christian equipped them, 
not only with knowledge in their various vocations, 
but most of all, to walk in the ways of their Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. We will continue to pray for the 
professors, the workers and the students at Rochester 
College. How blessed we are in Michigan that Roch-
ester College is part of our spiritual heritage, not only 
for our children, but for our grandchildren and future 
generations.”

Jerry and Rita Brackney
Parents of David (‘87), Mark (‘90) and Philip (‘97) 

“Friends” are not alumni, but they identify with the Roch-
ester College dream and give their resources to transform 
it into reality. Some, like Alberta Muirhead of Dearborn, 
Mich., give money to build campus. Others, like Jerry 
and Rita Brackney, send their children to the shores of 
Lake Norcentra for a Rochester education. Many more 
volunteer time or personal effects or even simple prayers. 
The College could not succeed or survive without its 
good friends.

“I’d like to compliment the College for being an integral 
part of the City of Rochester. The College’s educational, 
cultural, athletic, recreational and community programs 
enhance the city. The city was fl attered when [Michigan 
Christian] changed its name to Rochester College.”

Kenneth A. Johnson
City manager, City of Rochester, Mich.

“Rochester College is an asset to the City of Rochester 
Hills for many reasons. It brings many outstanding stu-
dents to our area. It has an attractive campus that has 
grown and expanded in the last few years. It is involved 
in many worthwhile community programs. I encourage 
everyone to take a tour of the College and, if you ever 
get a chance to hear its heavenly choir, please do.”

Pat Somerville
Mayor, City of Rochester Hills, Mich.

Simply put, Rochester College would not trade its location 
in Greater Rochester (the cities of Rochester and Roches-
ter Hills) for any other hometown in the world. 

“Our two schools, together, offer our collective student 
bodies the best of both worlds. It seems Rochester is 
always exploring new ways to enhance its relationship 
with Specs Howard and increase the value of our stu-
dents’ education. The people at Rochester are great to 
work with, too. Not only do they talk business with us, 
but we’ll go to lunch together, talk about our families 
and enjoy a personal component to the relationship. 
We’re just delighted to be allied with such great people 
at such a prestigious institution.”

Jonathan Liebman
CEO , Specs Howard School of Broadcast Arts

Southfi eld, Mich.

Rochester enjoys partnerships with Macomb Community 
College in Clinton Twp., Mich., Mott Community Col-
lege in Flint, Mich., and Specs Howard School of Broad-
cast Arts. In exchange for Rochester delivering bachelors’ 
degrees on site, these schools deliver a constant stream of 
new students for Rochester. Rochester’s academic part-
ners allow it to offer students access to more and better 
choices. For example, Specs Howard gave Rochester the 
resources to create a mass communication major. 

“Student Government serves to keep constant com-
munication between the students, faculty and admin-
istration. SG offi cers hold weekly meetings with Dean 
[Terrill] Hall and President Westerfi eld, and also chairs 
multiple campus improvement committees, including 
the campus quality of life committee and the cafeteria 
committee. Our goal as an organization is to bring stu-
dents, faculty and administration to the point where all 
three groups can work together to fulfi ll their needs. 
The partnership between Student Government and the 
College is invaluable to the students.”

Rebekah Parsons
President, Rochester College Student Government Assoc.

The heart and soul of Rochester College, over 1,000 stu-
dents do more than fi ll classrooms and hallways; their 
discoveries, dreams, quests and questions propel the 
College into the future. From lowly freshmen to working 
adults enrolled in night classes to graduate students, all 
will shape the culture of learning around Lake Norcentra 
for generations to come. Students are both the source and 
the fi nished product of Rochester’s vigor for academic 
excellence in a Christian setting.

“By supporting the College, we are ensuring a Christian 
college for our children and future generations. In return, 
we constantly receive benefi ts from the College by receiv-
ing teachers, strong Christian individuals, preachers, vol-
unteers, etc. in our churches. The Associates of Rochester 
College believe there are no limits to the positive impact 
the current students and alumni can provide to strengthen 
businesses and churches in the North.”

Tammy Conner
President, the Associates of Rochester College

Paid employees alone could not do the work required to sus-
tain Rochester’s growth. Volunteers like the Associates have 
always been vital to the College’s work and always will be. 
For example, the College’s 30 trustees work without pay to 
champion Rochester’s cause all over America while working 
to keep the College close to its original mission. Rochester 
might have failed early in its history if not for the Associates, 
a volunteer organization made of women devoted to Chris-
tian higher education. Since 1959, these women have raised 
almost $4.3 million for Rochester College. Their generosity 
has provided everything from library books to learning tech-
nology.
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National champions!

The Rochester College Warriors men’s basketball team celebrates its United States Collegiate Athletics Associa-
tion (USCAA) national title on March 6 in Tulsa, Okla. The Warriors captured their second national championship 
in a 73-70 overtime win against Northwest Christian College of Eugene, Ore. Coach Garth Pleasant said the game 
would go down as one of the all-time greatest in College history. Photo by the USCAA.

 In a game that may go down as 
the greatest in the history of Roches-
ter College sports, the Warriors men’s 
basketball team captured the United 
States Collegiate Athletics Association 
(USCAA) national title in a 73-70 OT 
battle against the Beacons of Northwest 
Christian College (Eugene, Ore.) in 
Tulsa, Okla., on March 6.
 Led by tournament MVP and senior 
captain PG Justin Sherlock, the War-
riors fought their way out of a 32-29 
halftime defi cit to a 66-66 tie at the end 
of regulation. Sherlock played every 
minute of the game, scoring 17 points 
and ringing up seven rebounds and six 
assists. Senior All American F J.D. 
Austin and junior C Mike Tobin each 
scored 18 points.
 “In my 30 years of coaching I have 
never had a player who loved the game 

of basketball as much as Justin,” said 
Warriors coach Garth Pleasant, who 
recorded his 562nd win and second 
national title at Rochester. “He may 
only be 5’8” in height, but the size of 
the kid’s heart can’t be measured.”
 The game played out in Hollywood 
fashion: Sixteen lead changes, eight ties 
and neither team led by more than six 
points. The stats sheet nearly balanced 
out as well: Both teams made 14 of 18 
free throws, shot 48 percent from the 
fl oor, and made almost the same number 
baskets from beyond the arc. Rebounds 
made the difference, however, as Roch-
ester grabbed 46 to Northwest’s 31. 
Austin and Tobin led Rochester with 
nine rebounds each.
 The Warriors led 72-70 with fi ve 
seconds left in OT when junior G Colin 
Wilkinson made the free throw that 

brought the national championship 
trophy back to Rochester Hills. 
 “I am so thankful for these young 
men and their commitment to excel-
lence,” said Pleasant. “There are very 
few basketball players who can say 
they’ve played on a national champion-
ship team.”
 Pleasant, who last won a national 
championship in 1989 when Michigan 
Christian (Rochester) College was part 
of the National Small Colleges Athlet-
ics Association, dedicated the USCAA 
title to Coach Bill Shinsky, the father of 
the Warriors sports program, who died 
three days before the championship. 
 “It was a bittersweet week, losing 
Coach Shinsky,” said Pleasant. “The 
entire Rochester College sports pro-
gram is indebted to him. I dedicate this 
championship to Coach.”

Rochester baseball runners-up at national tournament
 The mightiest bats in the United 
States Collegiate Athletics Association 
were not enough to overcome a pitching 
disaster that resulted in a 11-1 Roches-
ter College loss to Florida College in the 
USCAA national title game, May 7 in 
St. Petersburg, Fla. The Florida riptide 
swept away the Warriors’ 28-11 season 
record and second consecutive appear-
ance at the national tournament, the 

best run of Rochester baseball since 
Coach Bill Shinsky started the program  
at Michigan Christian College in 1970. 
The USCAA named fi ve Warriors to its 
All-American baseball squad and fi ve 
to its All-American Honorable Mention 
baseball squad.
 The only thing more fi erce than 
Rochester’s hit squad in 2004 was its 
determination on the ball diamond. For 

the second year in a row, the Warriors 
routed cross-town rival and NCAA 
Div. I Oakland University 14-7 on the 
Golden Grizzlies’ home fi eld.
 Vergil Smith coached the Warriors 
for a fi fth consecutive year. Since his 
fi rst two seasons at Rochester, Smith 
has coached the Warriors to a 56-41 
overall record with two appearances at 
the USCAA national tournament.

USCAA All Americans
J.D. Austin (men’s basketball) Brett Crawford (baseball)
Sr. F Baldwin, Mich.  Jr. 1B Clarkston, Mich.
BA interdisciplinary studies  Sports management
19.4 ppg, 5.8 rpg   USCAA All Tournament
     (.522 BA, 2HR, 11 RBI)
Andrew Hendershot (baseball) Hit 27 RBI in 27 appearances
Jr. LHP Macomb Twp., Mich. 
Sports management  Chris Rickard (baseball)
     Sr. 3B Toledo, Ohio
David Smith (baseball)  Secondary education
Sr. SS Troy, Mich.   .359 BA, 33 RBI
Management   USCAA Tournament leader:
USCAA All Tournament  Hits (8) and runs (10)
(8 H)
 
Chris Zimmerman (baseball)
Jr. RF Waterford, Mich.
Undecided
USCAA All Tournament (9 R, 8 RBI, 2 HR)
Hit 25 RBI in 27 appearances

USCAA All Americans (honorable mention)
Chris Avery (baseball)  Kelly Carr (baseball)
Jr. C Waterford, Mich.  Fr. RHP St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Undecided   Undecided
Hit 24 RBI in 26 appearances
     Kevin Garner (men’s soccer)
Chris Greene (men’s soccer) Jr. MF Lincolnshire, England
Soph. D Hartland, Mich.  BBA sports management
Elementary education  Scored 1.9 ppg

Richard Hendershot (baseball) Jon Hilborn (baseball)
Jr. LHP/OF, Macomb Twp., Mich. Soph. LHP, Toronto, Ontario
Business communication  Sports management
USCAA All Tournament 
(1 GS, 9 IP, 5H, 1R, 7K, 0.00 ERA) Joe King (baseball)
     Fr. 2B, Harper Woods, Mich.
Justin Sherlock (men’s basketball) Undecided
Sr. PG, Mt. Pleasant, Mich.  .395 BA, 34 H
BA interdisciplinary studies  USCAA Tournament leader:
4.4 apg    (4 SB)

USCAA Academic All Americans
(juniors or seniors whose GPA is 3.5 or higher)

Christian Adolfsson (men’s basketball): Sr., management, Denmark
Brett Crawford (baseball): Jr., sports management, Clarkston, Mich.
Kim Griswold (women’s soccer): BBA management, Brownstown, Mich.
Heather Hammond (women’s soccer): Soph., psychology, Fredrick, Md.
Jessica Porter (women’s soccer): Soph., psychology, W. Lafayette, Ind.
Branko Rebrovic (men’s soccer): BBA management, Zagreb, Croatia

Wes Taphin Award
This award is named for Wes Taphin, who played basketball for the War-
riors in 1966 and 1967. Taphin died in a drowning accident in 1967. The 
Wes Taphin Award is given to the Warrior student athlete who best demon-
strates Christian sportsmanship.

 Henry Oyier (men’s soccer) won for the second straight year
 
 Jr. F, Nairobi, Kenya
 Computer systems management
 Three-year letterman
 2003 Coach’s Award for leadership, sportsmanship, and work ethic
 Hoggatt Hall residents’ advisor
 Led student mission to Kenya (2003)

Peggy Matthews Award
This award is named for Peggy Matthews, a 1970 graduate of Michigan 
Christian College who played basketball for the Lady Warriors. Matthews 
died in 1987. The Peggy Matthews Award is given to the Lady Warrior stu-
dent athlete who best demonstrates Christian sportsmanship.

 Lindy Emerson (volleyball) won for the second straight year
 
 Jr. MB, Mt. Vernon, Mo.
 Interdisciplinary studies
 Team captain (2003)
 Led student missions to Kenya (2002, 2003)
 ACE lab tutor
 Spring break mission to Chicago (2004)
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 I can see him in heaven, going up to God, 
and saying, “Pull my fi nger.”
 For nearly 30 years, Coach and I walked 
heart in heart at Rochester College. He was my 
coach, mentor, colleague, friend and brother. 
We spent countless hours with each other 
and traveled thousands of miles together. We 
shared an offi ce and he stood up with me at 
my wedding. He would do anything for me, as 
I would for him. I doubt the College ever had 
two employees as close to each other for such a 
long period of time as Coach and I. He probably 
was my number one fan. Our team was play-
ing in the national tournament when word of 
his death came to me. Maybe it was appropriate 
that we were in practice when the call came. As 
we were crowned national champions, I thought 
of Coach and how much he would have enjoyed 
being there. I said in my mind, “This one is for 
you.” In the locker room, I commented how 
Coach was with me when we won our fi rst 
national championship. One of my players said, 
“Coach, he was with you this evening, too.” I 
would like to believe that was true.
 In the area of alumni relations, the College 
has lost her greatest ambassador. When the 
word of his death reaches the ears of alumni all 
over the country, there will be sadness followed 
by a smile brought on by a memory of Coach. 
To Rick in Florida it might be the memory of 
his good luck red socks that he wore for every 
basketball game. To Barry in Missouri it might 
be a “Polish joke.” To Carol and Ruth, former 
Warriorettes in Texas, it might be the song they 
made up about his talent for getting lost. He 
had nicknames for everyone: “Shorty”, “Slim” 
and “Norma Jean the Queen”. For the past 35 
years I have been “Boz”, short for “Bozo”. A 
few years ago, Dave and Jan Rimer from New 
Mexico came by the campus. We were discuss-
ing his nicknames for people. I asked Jan what 
her nickname was and she replied, “Bubbles.” 
Asked why he called her “Bubbles”, she replied, 
“I don’t know and I was always afraid to ask.”
 You never wondered what was on his mind 
because he was going to tell you. Just because 
he was Coach, he could get by with saying 
things that would get a normal person slapped. 
If he thought you were too heavy he would tell 
you that you needed to shed a few pounds. If he 
thought your clothes were too tight he would 
ask you if you could get them a little tighter.
 We were “The Odd Couple.” He was a 
neat freak and my messy desk was a source of 
frustration to him. For many years he was in 
charge of the grounds for the campus during 
the summer months. The grass, shrubbery and 
fl owers were all immaculately kept. He had the 
greatest love for the College. I can’t recall him 
being selfi sh, whining if he didn’t get what he 
wanted or having any hidden agendas. He was 
a true team player. Yet he was one who always 
seemed to get the upper hand. 
 However, there was one occasion that I 
got the upper hand. I was standing on a street 
corner in Rochester. Standing by me was an 
elderly lady. Coach was standing on the oppo-
site side of the street. The pedestrian sign said 
“DON’T WALK.” As I stepped into the street, 
the lady followed. I stepped back up on the curb 
as Coach started to yell, “Hey you dummy, 
can’t you read? It says DON’T WALK.” As he 
yelled, only the elderly lady was in the street 
and she hurried back up on the curb. I took off 
the opposite direction. As I turned around, I 
saw Coach pointing in my direction, trying to 
explain to the lady that it was me he was calling 
a “dummy.”
 In many athletic programs, one can fi nd 
power struggles among the coaches. That was 
never the case, nor will it ever be the case at 
Rochester. Nevertheless, Coach always referred 
to himself--and rightly so--as “Coach Number 
One.” He always will be. 
 Garth Pleasant has been the men’s basket-
ball coach at Michigan Christian/Rochester 
College since 1978. As a player, he led Michi-
gan Christian to its fi rst conference title in 
1969. Bill Shinsky was his coach. 

EULOGY
by Coach Garth Pleasant

price to pay for the chance to play ball every week. 
That’s how Bill came to the Church of Christ on 
Chase Road in Dearborn early in 1950.     
  The Christians at Chase Road impressed Bill 
and one girl in particular, Joanne McKeel, bedaz-
zled him. Two Sundays a month weren’t enough. 
He made two decisions of eternal consequence: He 
decided to pursue Joanne and, most important, he 
submitted to Christian baptism. 
 Bill tried out for the Phillies in 1951, but knew 
he would soon be drafted into the U.S. Army. He 
volunteered for the Navy instead, boarded the 
U.S.S. Greenwich Bay and sailed to the Middle 
East. As a barber, he cut hair for the sailors and for 

children at ports 
in places like Iran, 
Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. On May 
17, 1952, Bill and 
Joanne married. 
Several months 
later, she sent 
him a telegram in 
Norfolk, Va., that 
simply said: “You 
are a father.” 
      In 1955, 
the Navy dis-
charged Bill and 
he returned to 
the auto plant in 
Dearborn, but he 
decided he wanted 

to make his living as a coach. A few months later, 
he quit his job and moved his wife and son to 
Abilene, Texas, where he enrolled in the physical 
education program at Abilene Christian College.   

“Peaches and Cream”
 At Abilene, Bill relished the chance to play 
baseball again, but could no longer pitch like he 
used to. He moved to fi rst base, where he became 
one of the Wildcats’ all-time greatest hitters. In 
1959, he hit .414 with 40 RBI and 7 HR, still on the 
record books as the seventh-best offensive season 
by an Abilene Christian player. His 40 RBI stood 
as the school record for the next 33 years.
 By 1960, Bill had a college degree, several 
school records, two more sons, but no job.
 Meanwhile, back in Michigan, Lucien Palmer, 
the man Bill called his “father in the Lord,” had 
become dean for North Central Christian Col-
lege, a new Church of Christ school that opened 
near Rochester in 1959. The College needed a P.E. 
instructor and a coach for its men’s basketball 
team. Palmer called Bill, who took the job.
 On his arrival at North Central Christian, 
Coach Shinsky found a campus that looked more 
like a church camp than a college. The school 
consisted of three small buildings set back from 
Avon Road, a ribbon of dirt that cut through the 
Michigan countryside. The College had no athlet-
ics facilities and no money to build them.
 The new P.E. instructor resorted to marching 
his students up and 
down Avon Road to 
pick up trash. Later, 
he managed to set up 
a ping-pong table in 
a maintenance shed. 
The College changed 
its name to Michigan 
Christian in 1961 and 
piled up a few more 
buildings, including 
Barbier Hall, a men’s 
dorm where Coach 
Shinsky became the 
supervisor. For the 
next fi ve years the 
Shinsky family lived 
among three-dozen 
teenaged boys until retreating to the peace and 
quiet of a private home in 1966.
 Michigan Christian’s students warmed to their 
coach/neighbor and took to calling him “Peaches 
and Cream” after a line from a basketball cheer. 
The 1963 Totem Pole wrote:

“He’s the peaches, he’s the cream, he’s the 
coach of our team!” This one statement 
sums up what the students of Michigan 
Christian think of their coach, William K. 
Shinsky. Of all the “v.i.p.’s” on campus, 
“Coach” is regarded as one of the most 
important. He not only coaches the basket-
ball team, but teaches Physical Education 

Gone to the Big Leagues...Gone to the Big Leagues...
A tribute to the man we called “Coach”

1. The kid from the Dearborn sandlot. 2. Ford-
son High School senior (1949). 3. Getting 
his kicks with the UAW-CIO football team (c. 
1950). 4. Dearborn Moose Club baseball team 
(c. 1950). 5. In the Navy (1951). 6. The new 
North Central Christian College coach and his 
“father in the Lord,” Lucien Palmer (1960’s). 7. 
Chief of the Warriors (1974). 8. Still just a kid 
at heart: Playing softball for the Older Persons 
Commission of Rochester (1980’s). 9. Roch-
ester’s Number One Coach gets his due: An 
induction into the Rochester College Sports 
Hall of Fame (2001). Picture with sons David 
(left), Paul (left center) and Lynn (right), and 
wife, JoAnne (right center). Photos provided 
by JoAnne Shinsky and Larry Stewart.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
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Big league dreams...
 It’s summertime in Dearborn, Mich. The year 
is 1940. A mess of boys poke around an empty lot. 
They are here to play baseball. Standing a good 
spit’s distance from home plate (a shoebox lid) 
and trying real hard to spook the batter with the 
meanest glare he can coax out of his boyish face, a 
little Polish-American kid stands atop the lump of 
sand these kids call a pitcher’s mound. He makes 
believe the sandlot is the corner of Michigan and 
Trumbull in Detroit and the houses behind the bat-
ter’s box are the Briggs Stadium mezzanine. In his 
daydream he is no longer the nine-year old son of 
a Ford auto worker, but the starting pitcher for the 
Detroit Tigers in Game Seven of the World Series. 
He takes the ball from the umpire, winds and 
pitches: STRIKE ONE! STRIKE TWO! STRIKE 
THREE! The sandlot is quiet except for a few mut-
tered words by the boy who walks away from the 

batter’s box, but the 
pitcher thinks he can 
almost hear 50,000 fans 
cheering somewhere 
beyond the clouds. 
Gratifi ed, little Bill 
Shinsky tips his hat to 
the Michigan sky.  
 Eleven years later, 
Bill got a chance to 
make the big leagues 
for real when he tried 
out for the Philadelphia 
Phillies of the National 
League. But the Korean 
War struck like a land-
mine and the young 
pitcher gave up base-
ball to serve his coun-
try in the U.S. Navy. 
With that, Bill’s big 
league dreams died.

The rookie
 William Kenneth 

Shinsky was born Sept. 26, 1930, in Detroit, Mich. 
His father worked in the glass plant at Ford’s River 
Rouge complex in Dearborn. His mother took care 
of Bill and his four siblings. 
 Sports were the love of Bill’s life and he starred 
in baseball and football at Fordson High School. 
He graduated in 1949 and went to work on the mid-
night shift at the Rouge, where he joined the UAW-
CIO football team. Then the long Michigan winter 
buried the ball fi elds in snow and Bill looked for 
a chance to play basketball. He and his buddy, 
Glenn Hannah, decided to join a church basketball 
league. The league rules required them to attend 
two Sunday morning services a month, a small 
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Describe your philosophy of 
Christian higher education.

MW: We are a community of Chris-
tian scholars who believe that truth 
is valuable in whatever form it is 
revealed. We believe people are 
valued by God, and thus, by us. We 
believe service is the hallmark of a 
well-educated person.

Name the three most signifi -
cant changes at the College 
since you came here nine 
years ago. 

MW: First, the name change. This 
was signifi cant because it immedi-
ately articulated for those outside 
our church community that the 
College was a liberal arts college 
and not a Bible college. The Col-
lege was able to attract more stu-
dents and share our deep Christian 
commitment with a larger number 
of students. Second, construction 
of Ferndale Hall and Hoggatt Hall. 
This began the dramatic revisioning 
of the campus. The curbside appeal 
was dramatically improved and led 
to the campus having a higher vis-
ibility in the community. Third, 
construction of Ham Library. This 
building set the bar for all future 
construction on campus. Not only 
was the building functional, it was 
also aesthetically pleasing.

Tell us about a challenging sit-
uation you encountered in life, 
how you dealt with it and what 
you took from that experience.

MW: Completing my doctorate was 
a challenge. My father was the fi rst 
in my family to go to college so for 
me to pursue a graduate degree was 
a huge step. I did it through hard 
work, prioritizing my time and the 
faithful support of my family. I 
learned that very few accomplish-
ments we make are completed on 
our own. Anything I have accom-
plished has happened because of the 
support of many others.

Describe your walk with Christ.

MW: I continue to be challenged. I try 
to keep my faith fresh and living.

What do you do on a daily ba-
sis to relate to Christ?

MW: I do not separate activities as 
“spiritual” and “secular.” All I do is 
related to my faith. 

What in this life is more impor-
tant to you than the College? 

MW: My faith and my family are 
most important to me. The College 
is simply a means to an end, a tool 
to be used to lead others to lives of 
service and faith. However, my faith 
affects all that I do as an adminis-
trator, husband, father and scholar. 
My family is the measure of all that 
is good about my life. I would hate 
to gain worldly or spiritual accom-
plishments and lose my family. ns

1967
Cecil “Clyde” Phipps passed away on 
Jan. 22. He and his wife Diana (Moore) 
were married 35 years and had four sons 
and four grandchildren. 425 Weddington 
Branch Rd. #2, Pikeville, KY 41501. 

1975
Albert Swindle completed a mediator 
training program at Southeast Dispute 
Resolution Services. PO Box 1454, 
Adrian, MI 49221.

1977
Ernie and Ginny (Fidler-78) May cel-
ebrated 25 years of marriage on June 16. 
Ernie is in law enforcement for Oakland 
County. Ginny is assistant to the super-
intendent of Oakland Christian School. 
They have a daughter, Caitlin. 1334 
Pembroke Ln., Oxford, MI 48371.

1979
Eddie and Lori (Miller) Young moved 
to Montana, where Eddie preaches for 
the Church of Christ. P.O. Box 817, 
Libby, MT 59923.

1984
Doreen Yoder married David Mueller 
Oct. 11, 2003. Doreen works for M&N 
Plastics, and David for Meijer. 20610 
Seneca Dr., Clinton Twp., MI 48306.

1987
David and Francis Haywood welcomed 
Carole Elizabeth on Aug. 15, 2003. 23-A 
Maplewood Ct., Harrisonburg, VA 22801.

1991
Scot West will be playing Friar Francis 
this summer in Much Ado about Nothing 
at the Riverside Shakespheare Festival in 
Iowa City, Iowa. He also will be appear-
ing in the opening show of Riverside’s 
2004-05 season, Boy Gets Girl, named 
by Time as the best play of 2000. 935 E. 
College St. #9, Iowa City, IA 52240.

1995
Chris and Jennifer (Kogowski) Doucet 
recently relocated to work with the 
Bethel Boys Academy. The couple has 
two children, Jonathon and Brendan. PO 
Box 1544, Lucedale, MS 39452.

Avin Noble joined Justus Max in the 
home of Kelvin and Amy (King-97) 
Brown on Feb. 23. Kelvin is a business 
development offi cer for Comerica Bank 
and Amy is a homemaker. 24329 Mt. 
Olive, Brownstown, MI 48134.

1996
Bradley Irwin is a student in the Gradu-
ate School of Theology at Abilene Chris-
tian University in Abilene, Texas. He 
recently fi nished three years as director 
of public information at Rochester Col-
lege. 1109 Musken Rd. #201, Abilene, 
TX 79601.

1997
Steve Means and his wife Jackie re-
cently relocated in Tokyo, Japan, where 
both are working for the Department 
of Defense Dependent Schools. Steve 
is substitute teaching while fi nishing a 
teaching credential and Jackie is a librar-
ian. PSC 473 Box 95, FPO, NY 96349.

 John Van Horn, 53, died 
April 4, 2004, when he suc-
cumbed to melanoma, a type of 
skin cancer. He was a chaplain 
resident for William Beaumont 
Hospice in Royal Oak, Mich. 
 Van Horn was born July 7, 
1950, in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
He attended Michigan Christian 
College from 1969 until 1971, 
then completed the bachelor’s 
degree in Biblical studies at 
Abilene (Texas) Christian Uni-
versity in 1973.
 Rather than seek a pulpit 
in the Church of Christ, Van 
Horn chose to become a car-
penter instead. He moved to 
Troy, Mich., and spent most of 
his life as a successful carpen-
ter, eventually going to work 
for Meijer Corp., where he 
became facilities manager. He 
also served as an elder for the 
Troy Church of Christ.
 Shortly after his diagnosis in 
2002, Van Horn decided to set 
up a chaplain training program 
at Beaumont Hospice in Royal 
Oak, Mich. He ministered to 
terminal patients and taught 
other prospective chaplains to 
do the same even as he was 
dying himself.
 Van Horn is survived by 
Janice (’71), his wife; Jessica, his 
daughter; and Joshua, his son. 

Westerfi eld
continued from page 3

1997 (cont.)
Chad Smith is regional vice president 
for Trans Western Publishing. His wife, 
Melissa, is the human resources man-
ager for the Frazier Historical Arms 
Museum. 5113 Silverton Ln., Louisville, 
KY 40241.

1998
Edwin Cahill was named director of 
student administrative services for Pep-
perdine University in Malibu, Calif. He 
also received gold and silver medals at 
the California State Senior Tae Kwon 
Do Championships in February. 24403 
Chaparral Circle, Malibu, CA 90265.

Jeff and Kelly (Coleman-02) Bennett 
wed on July 30, 2004. Jeff is graphic 
designer and photographer for Roches-
ter College and Kelly is offi ce manager 
for the Rochester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. 801 Ironwood Dr. #252, 
Rochester, MI 48307.

Chris and Tannon (Ashlock) Davis re-
cently moved to 3635 Ponderosa Dr. SW, 
Grandville, MI 49418. Chris is working 
in the human resources department of 
Fifth Third Bank as an associate educa-
tion consultant. Both Chris and Tannon 
teach on-line courses for the Harding 
University School of Business.

1999
Aaron and Wanda (Hibbard) Bolhous 
welcomed Riley Elizabeth on Febru-
ary 12. Aaron works as a mechanical 
engineer for Gryphom Engineering and 
Wanda is a homemaker. The family lives 
at 118 Dorothy Street, St. Catherines, 
ON L2N 6Z4.

Alumni, the friends you made around Lake Norcentra are the kind of friends you keep for a lifetime. That’s why we reserve this 
space to publish your news, to help you keep those friendships alive through time and space. Please send your latest news to the 
Rochester College alumni offi ce, c/o Larry Stewart, 800 West Avon Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48307. You may also submit 
news on-line by clicking “News for North Star” at www.rc.edu/alumni. Please remember to include your address and contact infor-
mation along with the years you attended North Central Christian/Michigan Christian/Rochester College. 

Your mem’ry will live 
in our heart.

John Van Horn
July 7, 1950 - 
April 4, 2004

College names former Michigan Christian student alumni relations chief

Dick Miller, Rochester’s new director 
of alumni relations.

 Rochester College recently hired its 
fi rst full-time director of alumni rela-
tions to act as a liaison between the Col-
lege and almost 6,000 people who call it 
their alma mater. 
 Dick Miller, a student at Michigan 
Christian College from 1976 to 1978, is 
the man whose only job will be to make 
sure the College and its alumni get the 
most out of each other. The 48-year old 
native of Barre, Vt., and father of three 
accepted the job after 20 years of pro-
fessional ministry at the Kemp Church 
of Christ in Arcola, Ill. He also played 
a leading role in several community 
projects, including a major fund rais-
ing campaign for a new library and 
directing quite a few events designed 
to create interaction between Christians 
and their neighbors. He says his experi-
ence as a leader and relationship builder 
makes him the right man to keep warm 

the partnership between Rochester and 
its alumni.
 “Over 20 years in professional min-
istry taught me how to build relation-
ships with people from different walks 
of life and how to get those people to 
relate to each other,” says Miller. “I am 
a liaison between the College and its 
alumni. I listen and encourage both to 
help each other pursue their dreams.”
 Miller’s homecoming to the land 
around Lake Norcentra signals a new 
era of alumni relations at the College. 
 “The idea here is to fi nd ways for the 
College to continue to be a benefi t to its 
alumni long after they move on from 
here,” says Miller. “At the same time, 
we want to encourage alumni to give 
back to the College so new generations 
of students can enjoy the same experi-
ence that was so benefi cial to alumni.”
 Over the next few months, Miller 

says he will work on some new goodies 
for alumni, including a benefi ts package 
and more points of access to College 
services. He also plans to host a series 
of alumni gatherings in key cities across 
the Great Lakes region. As he gets reac-
quainted with old friends, Miller says 
he wants to get to know what alumni 
need from Rochester. He will also 
look to connect alumni with volunteer 
opportunities that could benefi t the cur-
rent crop of Rochester students.
 Larry Stewart, who served as part-
time alumni relations director for many 
years, will continue to be active with 
the alumni while taking a more active 
role managing the College bookstore.
 Miller anticipates good things:
 “Rochester is a special place because 
here, students become family. We want 
our alumni to feel like an extension of 
that family.” 
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as well as being men’s dormi-
tory supervisor. Like most of the 
faculty, Coach is working toward 
his M.A. degree. Every Thursday 
evening, he can be seen at Wayne 
State University in some class 
relating to physical education.
Aside from his busy schedule, 
Coach will take the time to listen 
to a problem and give any advice 
he thinks would be of help.

         
 Meanwhile, Coach Shinsky took 
charge of the Warriors, the men’s bas-
ketball team. In its fi rst year, under 
Coach Clyde Balderson, the team fi n-
ished 5-5 in a Detroit church league. 
In 1960-1961, “Peaches and Cream” 
sweetened things up and the team fi n-
ished 16-5. One year later, the Warriors 
played their fi rst intercollegiate game 
against Detroit Institute of Technol-
ogy. In 1963, the Warriors joined the 
Michigan Christian College Athletics 
Conference, the source of the College’s 
intercollegiate sports competition until 
1982. The team lost a lot of games 
during its fi rst seasons in the MCCAC, 
but Coach Shinsky’s popularity fi red up 
a blaze of school spirit.

Swinging for the fences
 The College promoted Coach Shin-
sky to athletics director in 1967 after 
he received the Master of Arts from 
Wayne State University in Detroit. He 
immediately added women’s basketball, 
women’s softball and men’s track to the 
Warrior intercollegiate sports roster. 
His most important addition, however, 
was a kid named Garth Pleasant.
 In 1969, Pleasant led the MCCAC 
in scoring and made the All-Confer-
ence team. He also gave the College 
and Shinsky their fi rst conference title. 
Coach decided his fi rst championship 
was a good time to end his career as 
men’s basketball coach and turned his 
attention to starting a baseball team at 
Michigan Christian. Shinsky coached 
the College’s fi rst baseball team in the 
spring of 1970 and built the fi eld of 
dreams on which hundreds of Warriors 
would play for the next 34 years.   
 Coach Shinsky became Dean Shin-
sky in 1971 when he became head of 
the student services offi ce. Three years 
later, he was the busiest man on campus, 
managing student services, the athletics 
offi ce and department of physical edu-

 Bob and Mary Utley, a couple whose 
devotion to the College extends back to 
the 1950’s, made a $100,000 gift to help 
pay for the new Richardson Academic 
Center. Bob, a Rochester trustee for 
almost 29 years, challenged the board 
to match every one of his dollars with 
three of its own. It was Utley’s fourth 
major gift in 20 years.
 “It was a major thing for Bob and 
Mary to dig deep at this stage of life to 
help the College one more time,” said 
Doug Edwards, Rochester’s vice presi-
dent of institutional advancement. “It 
shows their deep love for the College.”

cation while coaching baseball, start-
ing a tennis team and returning as head 
coach of the men’s basketball team. 
That same year, the Rochester Church 
of Christ made him an elder. 
 On the baseball fi eld, the Warriors 
staggered to a 1-8 start before Coach 
inspired them to win their next seven 
games and an unlikely MCCAC title, 
the team’s fi rst. A few years later, the 
Warriors again appeared to be out of 
the hunt when their tough old coach 
inspired them again. In a story that 
appeared in The Shield, the College’s 
student newspaper, in April 2004, Dan 
Isenberg (‘82) recalls how it happened: 

Coach was a tough guy. We had a 
great team my freshman year, but 
after winning six straight, we lost 
two in a row. So Coach toughened 
us up by pitching batting practice, 
and he could really bring it. Our 
third baseman whipped a ball back 
to him. Coach wasn’t looking. The 
ball hit him hard, square in the 
neck. It just bounced off him. He 
started throwing harder after that. 
We went on to win three straight 
and a conference championship.

 In 1974, Shinsky dropped “Dean” 
from his duties and title and went back 
to plain old “Coach.” He still had a big 
job as he coached most of the College’s 
teams through the next few years. In 
1978, Coach’s old Warrior team captain, 
Garth Pleasant, returned as head coach 
of the men’s basketball team. Shinsky 
became Pleasant’s assistant coach, a 
sight that must have been strange to 
those who remembered when the head 
coach used to play for his assistant.
 Coach kept up his pace as the 1980’s 
began, eliminating the tennis program 
but reviving women’s softball and intro-
ducing women’s volleyball in 1981. He 
coached both the baseball and softball 
teams for the next few years and assisted 
the volleyball team in its fi rst season. 
 “Peaches and Cream” grew sweeter 
with age. In the 1980’s, the College 
began to suffer from changes in the 
marketplace and “less is best” seemed 
to be an unspoken theme around Lake 
Norcentra. But Coach kept doing more. 
Twenty years into his career, Coach 
Shinsky stood taller than the old totem 
pole as a symbol of Michigan Christian 
College. Larry Stewart, who directed 
admissions in the 1970’s and 1980’s, 
says that Coach was “the most recog-
nizable person during the founding and 
developmental years of the College.”
 A massive heart attack in 1985 
almost ended Coach Shinsky’s career, 

but he returned to manage the baseball 
team in 1986. Coach made his fi nal 
great contribution to the College in 
1987 when he created the men’s soccer 
program and served as assistant coach 
during the team’s fi rst four seasons. 

The home stretch
 The College won its fi rst national 
championship in 1989, when Garth 
Pleasant coached the men’s basketball 
team to the National Small College 
Athletics Association title. This shin-
ing moment marked the full circle of 
Coach Shinsky’s work, coming almost 
30 years after he coached the Warriors 
in their fi rst intercollegiate game and 20 
years after he coached Pleasant and the 
rest of the team to an MCCAC title.
 Coach suffered a major stroke in 
1990 and fi nally gave up coaching 
the baseball team after 21 years in the 
dugout. As spring came to Michigan in 
1992, Coach admitted that he was in the 
autumn of life and retired from Michi-
gan Christian College, leaving the pro-
gram to his old friend, Pleasant.
 So ended the era of the College’s 
patron saint of sports. In 32 years, he led 
the Warriors out of the church league 
and into intercollegiate competition. He 
started seven men’s and women’s inter-
collegiate sports and coached every 
one of them at one time or another. He 
built the Department of Physical Edu-
cation and a campus intramural sports 
program. He breathed his spirit into the 
sports scene and brought to life a cul-
ture of winning at Michigan Christian. 
 Coach was school spirit personifi ed. 
His enthusiasm was not confi ned to the 
gym, but warmed the whole campus and 
gave the place its familiar glow. He was 
a fi recracker of a man, a good-natured 
rascal, a jolly saint, a rough old oak who 
stood taller and more true than anyone 
else at the College for three decades. 
He gave Michigan Christian more than 
sports: he gave the College its heart and 
soul. His name belongs next to names 
like Gatewood, Palmer and Utley. He 
was Michigan Christian’s “Peaches and 
Cream,” and how sweet he was.
 When Coach retired, the College 
paid tribute by naming the athletics 
fi eld “Coach Bill Shinsky Field.”  
 Retirement did not suit the fi dg-
ety old coach. He got more active in 
the community, where he had been a 
familiar face for many years. He’d been 
in the Kiwanis Club since the 1970’s 
and helped establish the Community 
Foundation of Greater Rochester in 
the 1980’s. After he retired, Coach got 
involved at the Older Persons Commis-

sion, where he helped disabled adults 
participate in programs designed to 
keep them active. He also played for 
the OPC’s “Over 50” softball team. He 
stayed active until 1995, when another 
heart attack forced him to settle more.
 The College had one more honor for 
Coach. On Nov. 12, 2001, Bill Shinsky 
became the fi rst inductee to the Roches-
ter College Sports Hall of Fame.
 A third heart attack in 2003 sig-
naled the bottom of the ninth for Coach. 
Mostly confi ned to his home, he vol-
unteered to do offi ce work for God’s 
Helping Hands, a charity that provides 
clothing and food for the poor.

Called up
 On the last day of February 2004, 
Garth Pleasant and the men’s basket-
ball team departed for the United States 
Athletics Association national tourna-
ment in Tulsa, Okla. Coach was too 
weak to travel with the team, but, ever 
the Warriors fan, received daily  updates 
from Pleasant himself. As the Warriors 
gained strength at Tulsa, Coach grew 
weak back in Rochester and had to be 
admitted to Crittenton Hospital. On the 
morning of March 3, 2004, Bill Shinsky 
feel asleep for the last time.
 Three days later, the Warriors won 
the national championship.

*****    
 
 It’s summer in the kingdom of 
heaven. A baseball stadium unlike any 
on earth stands at the corner of two 
streets of gold. Inside, a great cloud 
of witnesses fi lls the stands to watch 
a baseball game that could only be 
played in heaven. The King, a baseball 
fan Himself and the one who chose the 
players for each team’s roster, is in His 
usual seat. Gabriel announces the start-
ing pitcher, a left-hander recently called 
up from the minor leagues. The fans 
have heard of this kid; he was legendary 
at some place called Rochester, Mich.
 A young man in a clean white uni-
form emerges from under the stands 
and walks to the mound. When the kid 
appears, the King is the fi rst to rise, fol-
lowed by the crowd, which gives up a 
mighty cheer. The young man tips his 
hat, then steps to the rubber. An angel 
hands him the ball and says, “Welcome 
to the Big Leagues, kid.”
 With that, Bill Shinsky winds and 
throws his fi rst pitch, a perfect strike. ns

Bradley Travis Irwin earned the A.A. 
from Michigan Christian College in 
1996. He loves peaches and cream. 

$100,000 Utley challenge gift sets the pace for capital campaign
 The new student center housed in 
the Richardson Center will be named 
in honor of Bob and Mary’s daughter, 
Loree McCauley (’78), a Michigan 
Christian College alumna and regis-
tered nurse who lost her life to cancer 
on Dec. 22, 2003.
 “Mary and I requested that our 
gift be a memorial to Loree,” said Bob 
Utley. “Mary and I are very pleased that 
the student center will be named in her 
honor because the College had a special 
place in her heart and she maintained 
lifelong relationships with friends from 
her days at Michigan Christian.” 

This student center, inside the Richardson Academic Center, will be named 
in honor of Loree Utley McCauley (‘78), daughter of Bob and Mary Utley, 
whose $100,000 gift initiated the Richardson Center capital campaign. 

Shinsky
continued from page 11

Celebrating Partners
 About ten years ago, I 
worked in Vienna, Austria, 
with International Christian 
University, a university begun 
as European Christian Col-
lege and established by Dr. 
Otis Gatewood (founding 
president of Rochester Col-
lege). At that time, I had the 
pleasure to meet Dr. Jack and 
Mrs. Madalon McCorkle.  Jack 
was serving as the chairman 
of the board for ICU.  
 Years later, our paths 
crossed again while he was 
serving as chairman of the 
board for Global Christian 
University. Along the way, we 
began to discuss the possibili-
ties of building a partnership 
with Rochester College and 
GCU. I am thankful this part-
nership has now been culmi-
nated through the help of Dr. 
Michael Westerfi eld, Dr. Bud 
Myer and others.  
 There is another dimen-
sion to this partnership in that 
the McCorkles wanted to do 
something to help advance 
Christian education here in the 
North (and ultimately around 
the globe) through their estate. 
In so doing they have become 
a marvelous example to other 
friends of the College.  They 
have chosen to endow the fi rst 
faculty chair at Rochester and 
selected the music depart-
ment for that endowment. Dr. 
McCorkle wants to honor his 
wife and life-long companion, 
Madalon, in naming this chair.  
Madalon has several relatives 
in Michigan with her maiden 
name, “Herren.”  
 The McCorkles have 
named Rochester College 
a benefi ciary in a trust and 
established a charitable gift 
annuity. They will have some 
tax and annuity benefi ts during 
their lives while their estate 
gifts will greatly serve our stu-
dents in years to come.

You have the ability to part-
ner with Rochester College in 
your estate plans. It can be 
a mutually benefi cial thing. I 
would be pleased to discuss 
ideas with you that could ben-
efi t your family while helping 
to change the lives of students 
at the College. I also want to 
offer you a free booklet enti-
tled A Guide to Giving in 2004. 
Please write to me at Roch-
ester College, Advancement 
Offi ce, 800 W. Avon Rd., 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307, e-
mail: dedwards@rc.edu, or 
call (800) 521-6010, ext. 4.

Sincerely,

Doug Edwards
Vice president of advancement, 
estate planning and major gifts 
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Honor gifts

Professor Fred Alexander
Long-time music professor at 
Michigan Christian College
 Lee Horner
Dr. Vernon and Alice Boyd
50th wedding anniversary
 Mona Griffi n
Mary Bruce
 Leecia Penrod
Steve and Laurie Calney
 Rich & Sally Bell
Dr. David Fleer
Named vice president at 
Rochester College
 Gary Luft
Grandson
 Loyal & Luella Osterhoudt
Terrill Hall
Named assistant dean of 
students at Rochester College
 Mark & Sarah Buehrer
Carletta Miller
80th birthday
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
L. Dean and Mary Moore
 Kelly Moore
John and Norma Morris
40th wedding anniversary
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
Betty Thorne
 Rich & Sally Bell
Harold Waldrop
 Nancy Mumper

Memorials

Uncle Al
 Jim & Pam Flannery
Claudette Alexander
 Dieter & Marlyn Balzat
Katy Barbuto
 Anonymous
Hilma Barrows
 Walter & Jo Ellen Forster
James Bazzell
 Helen Wood
Lucy Benham
 Barbara Krohn
Mildred Bentley
 Roger & Kathy Anspach
 Roch. Community Chorus
Charles Benton
 Hellen Wood
Manuel & Charlene Borg
 Dan & Virginia Donohue
Gwen Boris
 Carletta Miller
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
Suzanne Cartwright
 Garry & Tammy Balk
Homer Case
 David & Niki Kirkpatrick
 Jean Schwallie
 Larry & Lynne Stewart
Helen Churchill
 George & Jay Oliver
 Jean Schwallie
Ralph Collins
 Scott & Birgie Niemann
A.B. & Leora Coward
 Jack & Pat Siggers
George Diehl
 David & Niki Kirkpatrick
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
Richard Dobbs
 Jim & Pam Flannery
Patricia Elias
 Dan & Virginia Donohue
Gordon French
 James & Myrtle Scruggs
Larry Hepfer
 Norma Jean Ryan
Masselon Hall
 Carletta Miller
Jackie Hannah
 Tom & Carol Thompson
Charles Hikes
 Sarah Yoakum
Nagi A. Kheir
 Dr. Naim & Ferial Kheir
Warren Krohn
 Barbara Krohn
Aunt Linda
 Nancy Sparks
George W. Luft
 Robert & Merrillee Whren
Pearl Manus & “Debs”
 Ed & Maggie Howell
Loree McCauley
 Milton & Evelyn Fletcher
 Steve & Julie Harper
 Scott & Birgie Niemann
Shirley McFall
 Verconia Jones
 Raymond Nowinski
Wilma McKeel
 Shirley Alexander
 Joseph Niedbala
Lea Ann Meixner
 Stephen W. Knight
Madge Meixner

 Dorothy Miller
Velma Moody
 Jean Schwallie
Calvin Neal
 Cmdr. James Moore
Ed Niemann
 Roch. Church of Christ
Fred Ockerman
 Rick & Kristy Jehn
E. Lucien Palmer
 Jeanne Kilgore
Emmanuel S. Patterson
 Lonzetta Patterson
Mary Lucille Peeler
 Troy & Eleanor Ethridge
 Frank & Dorinda Meinert
Lotifa Peters
 Jean Schwallie
Vera Pippen
 Betty Lehnan
Ron Lee & Polly Ponds
 Paula Bonbrisco
Thomas Rucker
 Sarah Francis Yoakum
Coach Bill Shinsky
 Mary Ellen Adams
 Ruth Ahrens
 Shirley Alexander
 Richard & Sandy Allred
 Robert & 
  Denise Ammerman
 Catherine Angelo
 Roger & Kathy Anspach
 Marie Balderson
 Thomas & Julia Barrett
 Erwin & Dorothy Bauer
 Keith & 
  Janet Benjaminsen
 Carolyn Bensen
 Dwayne & Marie Birdwell
 Jerry & Rita Brackney
 Elvera Brown
 Jim & Phyllis Bruff
 John & Mary Chalk
 Norman & 
  Marge Christman
 George Clark
 Marie L. Cohrs
 Bob & Jennie Cross
 Aaron Davis
 Veneda Dillard
 Doris Dunn
 Doug & Janet Edwards
 Milton & Evelyn Fletcher
 David George
 Dell George
 Walt & Benny Gilfi len
 Ernie & Eileen Gill
 Vincent & Lisa Gotko
 Todd & Connie Graham
 Jon & Becky Gray
 Lucille Green
 Jeff & Holli Haney
 Rick & Merry Hastings
 Gene & Wanda Hatcher
 Herman & Carol Hendon
 Greg & Kristen Hinkson
 Nelson & Nelda Horton
 Dan & Lora Isenberg
 David & Niki Kirkpatrick
 Tim & Terri Lanier
 John & Pamela Lewis
 Mrs. Robert D. Luchsinger
 Fred & Betty Lundie
 Clifford & Donna Masih
 Loree Utley-McCauley
 Robert & Grace McKeel
 Robert & Gladys McKenney
 Clovis & Jo Meixner
 Carletta Miller
 Dorothy Miller
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
 Dean & Mary Moore
 Jerry & Elaine Morris
 Joseph & Victoria Niedbala
 Scott & Birgie Niemann
 Tom & Heather O’Connor
 Jim & Bertha O’Rourke
 Bob & Sue Palm
 Lucien & Joan Palmer
 Bill Pemberton
 Mrs. Willie Pemberton
 Ramie & Michelle Phillips
 Vicki L. Phillips
 Betty Porter
 William & Leah Potere
 Joe & Sarah Reddick
 Alvin & Martha Riedl
 Cathy L. Ries
 John J. Ries
 Don & Kim Robinson
 Ed & Catherine Sadurski
 Nick & Geneva Schafsnitz
 Jean Schwallie
 Doug & Shelia Selke
 Carmen Settles
 JoAnne Shinsky
 Paul & Heather Shinsky
 Ralph & Bonnie Sitter
 Bill & Nancy Smith
 Larry & Lynne Stewart
 Jerry & Janet Tarrant
 David & Cherilynn Tallman

 Jim & Raida Thomas
 Mike & Simone Thomas
 Sue Via
 Alan Debra Waites
 Nancy J. Wallace
 Aaron & Kelly Westerfield
 Dr. Michael & 
  Sharon Westerfi eld
 Velma Wineinger
 Elaine Woods
 Sarah Yoakum
Ernie Simmons
 Northgate Church of Christ
William H. Sims
 Becky Bochniak
Marge Spikes
 Violet Covington
Judith (Parsons) Smith
 Dean & Mary Moore
 John Smith
Karen Wise Smith
 Tom & Carol Thompson
Mike Smith
 Ken & Gayle Mitchell
Orpha Smith
 Carl & Leatha Terwilliger
Paul & Margaret Southern
 Paul, Jr., & Pam Southern
Albert Swindle, Sr.
 Albert Swindle, Jr.
Gordon Targerson
 Claudia Mitchell
James & Adalle Tolliver
 Tom & Bonnie Wright
Carol Trenary
 Anita Roosa
John Van Horn
 David & Niki Kirkpatrick
Vernon Wallace
 Michael & Sandi Wallace
June Wallen
 Betty Lehnan
Marvin Watterworth
 Donald & Virginia Worten
Bess Williams
 Donald & Shane Carter
Nick Zanoli
 Cathy Ries

Endowment Society
($100,000 or more)

Gerald & Lucille Isom

Visionary Society
($50,000 or more)

Assoc. of Rochester College
Robert & Mary Utley

Torch Alliance
($25,000 or more)

Duane & Pat Harrison

Challenge Alliance
($10,000 or more)

Mary Ellen Adams
Bill & Barbara Anderson
Jim & Vivian Avey
Kathy Brittingham
Harrison & Robbie Davis
Ken & Mary Johnson
Mrs. Robert D. Luchsinger
Phil & Peggy Malone
Pfi zer
Don & Lora Schwab
Harold & Helen Slater

Trustees’ Alliance
($5,000 or more)

John & Joanne Benedict
Graydon & Edna Chester
Lorraine Church
Thomas & Joanne Duncan
John & Beth Fisher
General Motors Foundation
Todd & 
 Connie Graham ‘71, ‘71
Michael & 
 Sonia Gresham ‘71, ‘70
H. V. Burton Company
Howard & Joan Hagerman
Tim & Donna Hickerson
Mark & Robin Kirk
Lula C. Wilson Trust
Bob & Kathy Norton ‘82, ‘83
Art & Marge Pope
Jim & Caye Randolph
Quinn & Peggy Reed
Dot Sims
Rick & Jan Sims ‘73, ‘73
Donald & Ethel Smith
Cornell Stamoran
The Herbert & 
 Elsa Ponting Foundation
Alan & Debra Waites

The Washington Foundation
William G. & Myrtle E. 
 Hess Charitable Trust

President’s Circle
($1,000 or more)

Betsy Addams
Elton & Rita Albright
Roger & Kathy Anspach
Jim & Debbie Arnett
William Baer
Paul & Louise Baker
Bank One
Donald & Joan Barton
John & Mary Barton
Neil & Laura Baxter
Johnnie & Helen Belt
Bob & Becky Bennett
David & 
 Alisa Brackney ‘87, ‘86
Byrl & Pat Brockman
Bill & Jamie Brosey
James Brown ‘62
Troy Butler ‘98
James & Linda Butterfi eld
Candace Cain
Donald & Shane Carter ‘64
CBI Design Professionals
Norman & Marge Christman
Barbara J. Clark
Annmarie Congdon
Ron & Tanya Content ‘81
Jim & Paula Dawson
Jeff & Mollie Debandt
Jack & Suzzanne Dempsey
David & Linda DeSimone
Dan DeYoung
Ed & 
 Delores Dickinson ‘79, ‘80
Phil & Ann Dixon
Michael & Lisa Dryden ‘84
Doris Dunn
Doug & Janet Edwards ‘62
Myron Edwards
Ron & Cathy Englehart
Ezell Foundation
Floyd Kent Foundation
Bruce & Judy Foulk
Al & Suzanne Garner
Martin & Nelda Gay
Ina Halferty
John & Marsha Hammond
John & Vicki Hodgson
Kent & Debi Hoggatt ‘72, ‘88
John & Verdena Ireland
Robert & Jane Jackson
Bob & Linda Jones
Tom & Sue Kirkland
Larry & Marian Kreul
Mike & Dawn Kurschat ‘86
Lake Orion Church of Christ
David & Kathy Litzkow
Gordon & 
 Nancy MacKinnon ‘81, ‘76
Mark & Kathy Matchynski
Jim & 
 Carol McCartney ‘78, ‘78
Christopher & Kalai McHan
Ralph & Wilma McQueen
Ed & Judy Miller
Ken & Gayle Mitchell
Larry & Mary Moebs
Erle Moore
John & Norma Morris
Scott & Birgie Niemann
Ben & Susan Noah
Larry & Kay Norman
John & Mary Lou O’Brien
Jim & Bertha O’Rourke
Barbara Packer
Bill & Henrietta Palmer
Charles & Fay Palmer
Jim & Lynda Panaretos
Rick & Carol Passage
Barry & Rebekah Pate ‘71
William & Leah Potere
Doyle & Mary Prestridge
Gene & Juana Price
Procter & Gamble Fund
Don & Kim Robinson ‘72, ‘76
Rochester Church of Christ
Nick & Geneva Schafsnitz
Gunther & Jane Schlender
Doug & Shelia Selke
Dewayne & 
 Marilyn Smith ‘68, ‘68
Sid & Joan Smith
Dick & Chloe Stephens
Larry & 
 Lynne Stewart ‘70, ‘74
Mel & Diane Storm
The Clarence & Grace 
 Chamberlin Foundation
The John & Rosemary  
 Brown Family Foundation
TMP Associates Inc.
John & Joyce Todd ‘67
Brad & Sue Upton
Mark & Beth VanRheenen
Larry & Debra Walker
Lawrence & Linda Watson
Aaron & Kelly Westerfi eld

Mike & Sharon Westerfi eld
Roy & Sue Westerfi eld
Richard & Sherry Westlund
Warren & Mary Etta Whitelaw
Sandi Witzeling
Women & 
 Teens Pregnancy Center
Hellen Wood
Rick & Shirley Wood
Ed Work ‘65
Gordon & Carole Wright
Sarah Yoakum

Progress Club
($500 or more)

Margaret Auer
Jeff Bennett ‘98
Vernon & Alice Boyd
Mark & 
 Christine Brackney ‘90, ‘89
Doug & Linda Brown
Ronnie Brumbaugh
Boyd & Shirley Burger
Gary & Rosemary Carson
Central Church of Christ
John & Mary Chalk
Bill & Molly Cox
Bob & Nola Cucheran ‘67, ‘64
Alvin Dale
Carl & Linda DeCaspers
James & Kathleen Derickson
Niles & Diana Dover
Richard Driskell ‘72
David & Lathell Dymacek
E. Sunshine Church of Christ
Mark & Julie Elder
Jerry & Barbara Flatt
Milton & Evelyn Fletcher
Everett & Maxine Foster ‘83
Derrel & Pat Fox
Bill & Kim Gaw
Greg & Kathy Guymer ‘78
Steve & Julie Harper ‘79
Anne Hawkins
HCR Manor Care
Holmes Road Church of Christ
Bruce & Elsie Hostrup
Dan & Lora Isenberg ‘82
Maralee Jewett ‘74
Robert & Deidre Kerszulis
Naim & Ferial Kheir
David & 
 Niki Kirkpatrick ‘72, ‘72
Paul & Cathy MacKenzie ‘04
Vera Manley
Robert & Kim Martin
Pauline Montgomery
Thom & 
 Shelly Morgenstern ‘90, ‘90
Rudy & Anna Northcutt
Northside Church of Christ
Northwest Church of Christ
Bob & Marge Norton
Don & Bernice Oberholzer
Dale & Frankie Perry
Brenda Phillips ‘77
Diane Philpot
Craig & Stacy Pierce
Garth & Pat Pleasant ‘69, ‘70
Michael & Imogene Plonka
Jack & Faye Powell
Joe & Sarah Reddick
Dan & Patrice Reinhart ‘86
Nancy Robertson
Ron & Fonda Robinson ‘80, ‘80
Rochester Hills Public Library
Rochester Plumbing & Heating 
Iola Rummel
Steve & Violet Schad ‘77
Larry & Vicki Schoenmaker ‘79
Calvin & Patsy Seccombe
Jeff & Pattie Simmons
Ken & Donna Slater ‘67
David & Dee Smith ‘88
Steve & Kelly Sprague
Bruce & Joy Starkey ‘64, ‘67
Jerry & Marion Starling
Harvey Stringfellow
Larry & Linda Stutts
Edith Summerhayes
Lucas & 
 Serenity Summers ‘97, ‘97
Jerry & Connie Tallman ‘93
Jerry & Janet Tarrant
Keith & Kim Thetford
Robert Turner
John & Chris Utley
John & Mildred Viglasky
Al & Brenda Warner ‘65
Waterford Church of Christ
Zion Christian Church
Patrick & Margie Zurlinden

Century Club
($100 or more)

AAA Alarm Computer Center
Gary & Donna Ablett
E. L. Alford
Sophie Alford
Andrew Allen

Gary & Beverly Allen
Jack Allen & Nell Russell
Joe & Paula Allen
Chuck & Cheryl Alm
Orville & Patricia Amorose
Tony & Tina Amorose ‘76
Mary T. Anderson
William & Frances Anderson
Dave & Barb Arbaugh ‘78
Darrel & Carol Ashby
Axiem Inc.
Daryl & Monna Bailey
Elbert & June Baker Jr.
John & Anita Barcroft
Mildred Barriger
John & Sara Barton
Robert & Jean Bechler
Danny & Denise Beeks ‘73
Michael Behrmann
Don & Pam Belcher
Bob & Betty Bell
Richard & Sally Bell
Winnie Bell
Robbie & Jaime Beller
W. B. & Lera Bennett
Joe & Vikki Bentley
Donald & Linda Berkey
Jack & Marsha Bills
Brian & Lynn Biskner ‘95, ‘03
Gary & Gail Biskner
Charles & Nina Blake ‘04
Norma Ruth Blake
Mrs. Dallas Blankenship
Mary Blaylock
Mary Bloomingburg
John & Julie Boag ‘87
Paul & Julie Bobo
Paula Bonbrisco
Russ & Frances Bone
Bill & Carolyn Bonifay
Benny & Susan Boone
Martha Bouman
Roger & Sherry Bousho
Steven Bowers ‘95
Craig & Patti Bowman
Bobby & Peggy Boyd
George & Kathleen Brackney
Jerry & Rita Brackney
Dan & Sandra Bradburn
Erma Brand
Don & Patricia Brewster
Richard & Betsy Brice
Larry & 
 Linda Bridgesmith ‘68, ‘68
Stephanie Britten ‘02
Harold & Judy Brooks
Richard & Linda Brooks
James & Mildred Broome
Larry & Jayne Brophy
John & Barbara Bryant
Mark & Sarah Buehrer
James & Louise Bugg ‘65
Bob & Pamela Bullock
Jim & Wendy Burcham ‘03
Bill Burnside
Burton’s Plumbing & Heating
Ruth Buschmann
Marilyn Buss
Johanna Butterfi eld
Lee Cagle
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cahow
Greg & Karen Campbell ‘85
D.C. & Gay Carlson ‘62
Bob & Teri Carris
Jerry & Lula Carter
Tedd & Linda Case
Leo & Ruth Casey
Bill & 
 Adrianne Castleman ‘92, ‘92
Mark & Vickie Caswell ‘00
Daniel Caveney
Ken & Jannie Chaffi n ‘70, ‘71
Christ Foundation
Don & Nancy Christenberry
Mary Clark
Ray & Barbara Clark
Rob & Sherri Clarke ‘82, ‘84
John & Anita Clauss ‘83
Frank & Winifred Clayton
Jesse & Andrea Clayton
David Clever
Dean & Ruth Clutter
Ron & Judy Coffee
Jeff Cohu
David & Barbara Cole
Theo & Maxine Coleman
Gary & Marge Collins
Godfrey & Barb Collins
Colson Associates
Conant Gardens Church of Christ
Robert & Marie Conn
Walter & Shirley Conner
Gene & Tess Cook
Fred Copple
Rick & Dimple Correa
Scott & Melissa Cottrill
Jamie & Sheila Couch
Gene & Mary Alice Cowie
Rick & Diane Cox
Ron & Cindy Cox ‘61
Tom & Mary Ann Craig
Tom & Audrey Crampton ‘74
Crittenton Hospital Medical Ctr.

Hubert & Katherine Crooks
Bob & Jennie Cross
Wilford & Donna Culler
Gary & Ginny Cummins ‘78
Arthur & Mary Curnutte
Dan Curtis ‘02
Mark & Penny Davis
Steve & Debra Davis
Donna Day ‘68
Mark & Kathy Dillard ‘78, ‘78
Ralph & Bernice Dingess
Jim & Shirley Doherty ‘72
Daniel & Virginia Donohue
Betty Downing
Fritz & Kathy Duesel ‘82
Genories & Sheila Dunbar ‘67
Linda Dunning
Ronald & Carroll Duvall ‘63
Chuck & Joyce Duvall ‘63
William & Diane Ebinger
Steve & Mildred Eckstein
Nelson & Jan Eddy
Darrel & Joy Emerson ‘68
Stephen & Joy Ennis
Robert & Susan Epley
Jim & Karlida Esdale
Delbert & Alice Fall
Byron & Peggy Feltner
Dennis & Linda Finley
Firman Bros. 
 Home Improvement
Jim & Pam Flannery
Bob & Sally Fleming
John & Agnes Flowers
Gynnath & Ruth Ford

Bill Fox
Joseph & Audria Fox
Thomas & Juanita Fralick
Loyd & Anne Frashier
William & Mary Lou Free
Michael & Jayne French
Ron & Pat French ‘71, ‘71
Mark & Cheryl Frost
Rick & Tina Furness
Scott & Suzanne Fuson
Tony & Beverly Gacioch ‘00
John & Lori Gailbreath ‘76
Mike & Anne Garrison ‘84, ‘84
Linda Geering
Gemini Forms & Systems
Murrell & Barb Gerald
Randy & LaJuana Gill ‘74
Dr. Gehan Girgis
Elizabeth Glover
Savage & Mariella Goff
Bobby & Carol Golden
George & Peggy Goldtrap
Jeff & Ruth Green
Lucille Green
David & Branka Greer
George & Carolyn Gregg
Charles & Lynne Griffi n
Mona Griffi n
Joe Griggs ‘76
Todd & Carla Grizzell ‘86
Mr. & Mrs. Rentz Gullick
Gordon & Lois Haack
George & Pat Hack
Ronald & Mary Hackleman
Dan & Lois Hagerman ‘76
Carol Halsey
Dean Hampton ‘74
Robin Hannah
Larry & Nancy Hansel
HAP

Karene Harris
William & Jean Harris
David & De Anna Harvill
Debbie Haskell
Mike & Melanie Hassell
Catherine Hasty
Ron & Laureen Hazel
Tracey & Holly Hebert
Jesse & Jennifer Heck ‘98
R. J. & Margaret Henderson
Norman & Merilyn Herron
Jeff & Paula Herron ‘75
Elton & Laquita Higgs
Melinda Hill
Greg & Kristen Hinkson
Carl & Ruth Hinson
Ed & Linda Hodgens
Jon & Nicole Hodges
Dean & Thelma Hoggatt
Ted & Bonnie Holcombe
Elizabeth Holland
Rufus & Ella Houston
Gary & Becky Howard
David Howell
Rob & Jo Hrabak
Paul & Lena Hubbard
Gerald Hyder
Ronald & Nina Hyder
Insurance Exchange Agency 
Bradley T. Irwin ‘96
Bertha Jackson
George & Denise Jackson
Leonard & Dixie Jacobsen
June James
Marian James

Paul & Kelli Jewett ‘86
Roger & Pat Jewett
Arlie & Fannie Johnson
Wayne & Fran Johnson ‘76
Holly Johnson ‘99
Larry & Dawn Johnson
Pat & Mable Johnson
Sherry Johnson ‘72
Steven & Kathryn Johnson
Clifford & Carol Jones ‘83
Joseph & Geneva Jones
Robert & Lora Jones
Dan & Margaret Jordan
Jim & Sue Kamradt ‘99
Dale & Maxine Keene
Kelly Services
Warren Kendall ‘70
Osama & Mona Kheir
Fred & Hazel Kibler
Russell & Rowena Killion
Chris & Laura King ‘98
Harold & Shirley King
Larry & Pat King
Tom King
Jim & Patty Kinser
Pat & Jane Kirby
James & Hazel Kirkpatrick
Roger & Jane Knapp
Knapp’s Dairy Bar
Patty Kobrehel ‘84
David & Tina Kosuth
Bruce Kresge
Avi & Lani Krispin ‘92
Barbara Krohn
Andrew & Lisa Kronenwetter
John & Kathy Kruse ‘77, ‘78
Wayne & 
 Faye Kuchenmeister ‘95
Bill & Katie Lackowski ‘98
Ted & Dorothea Lafever

PARTNERS HO
20



Roll 2003-2004 north star 15

Ken & Susan Lake ‘80
Marion Lake
Jay & Michelle Lambert
Jim & Mary Langford
Debbie Lanham ‘70
Bill & Susan Lassiter
Terry Leabhart ‘96
Leroy & Doris Ledsworth ‘62
Pat Leslie
Dave & Sharon Lewis ‘85
Michael & Pam Light ‘81
Tony & Cherry Lingbawan
Al Loftis & Vivian Cox
Jim & Karen Luther
Roy Luxton
Terry & Dawn Luxton ‘73, ‘77
Dick & Maxine Lyman
David & Judy Lynn
Russell & Loraine Mabry
Ray & Sharyn MacDonald ‘65
Adlai & Joyce Martin
Bill & Kathy Martin
John & Sandy Mathey
Bill & Martha Matson
Lamar & Joan Matthews
Ernie & Ginny May ‘77, ‘78
Martha Maynard
Wallice & Virginia Mays ‘60
Paul Mays ‘81
Doug & Diana McArthur ‘69
William & Mary Ann McClarin
Larry & Cindy McCoy ‘95
Phil & 
 Dee Dee McCullough ‘69, ‘69
Ryan & Laura McCullough ‘96

Lorene McDonald
Hubert McFall
Tom & Mary McFee
Phillip & Valerie McGuire
Tony & Barbara McKee
Donald & Judy McKenzie
Harry & Gerry McNally
Clovis & Jo Meixner
Dan & Justina Meixner ‘80
John & Andrea Miller ‘85
Carletta Miller
Dorothy Miller
Callie Faye Milliken
Earl & Rosemary Mittlestat ‘68
Louis & Jocelyn Montgomery
John & Irene Moody
Helen V. Moore
Jonathan & Lisa Moore
Ed & Merlinda Moral
Kim Morgan ‘84
Eugene & Jean Morris
Jerry & Elaine Morris
Dale & Noreen Mueller
Keith & Sara Mueller
Harold & Leona Mullens
Leon & Emma Mullens ‘80
Jeanne & 
 Sandra Naysmith ‘67, ‘67
Ted & Ruth Negas
Barney & Sharon Neill
Lori Nelson ‘97
Jack & Dawn Neveau
Tim & Anne Nichols ‘00
Rocky Nichols
Dale & Barbara Norris
Northside Hardware Inc.
Raymond Nowinski
Sheila Ockerman
Auritus Oliver
Tim & Patty Olree ‘77

Jack & Barbara O’Rourke
Cecil E. Orr
Jon & Kerri Orr
Toby & Chris Osburn
Alice Ostrowski
Doug & Jenny Ouhl ‘01
Del & LaFonda Overton
Oxford Bank
Edwina Pace
Edward & Joan Palmer ‘68, ‘67
PARDA Federal Credit Union
Larry & Marilyn Parham
Dave & Linda Park ‘74
Nathan & Cathie Parker ‘96
Roy & Joberta Parker ‘82
Terry & Lynnete Parker
David & Marilyn Parks ‘93, ‘93
Larry Patrick
Johnie & Alta Mae Patterson
Robert & Nancy Patterson
Cleta Patterson-Smith
Cloda Paul
Jimmy & Beth Paul
Robert & Wanda Peace
David & Gina Pearlstein
Herbert & Evalyn Peterson
Nina Pettigrew
Donnie & Myra Phillips
Georgia Phillips
John & Leavie Phillips
Lawrence & Margaret Pike
Louis & Vera Pippin
Doug & Donna Poling
Greg & Kim Pollard
Thelma Poole

Zach & Carolyne Pope ‘86, ‘85
Dan & Gail Porter
Iva Potter
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Powell
Carl & Peggy Price
George & Jeanne Price
David & Kara Priehs
Karen Pullins ‘65
Robert & Ruth Rainsberger
Karl & Natalie Randall ‘71, ‘72
Salvatore & 
 Darlene Randazzo
Jon & Carol Raymond
Joe Reagen
Robert & Julie Recchia
Jack & Joann Recor
Angela Reeves
Bob & Gail Reeves
Tom & Diane Rellinger ‘80, ‘80
Aileen Reynolds
K. C. Richards
Rich & Gena Richardson
Richland Rd. Church of Christ
Ron & Gail Rickard
Jim & Pat Ridge
Bill & MaryAnn Riggs
River Crest
Bob & Doris Robb
Mark & Rena Roberts
James Robertson
Rochester Chapter SPEBSQSA
Rochester Hills Contract 
Glazing Barbara Rodgers ‘67
David & Saule Rogers ‘82
Jack & Valorie Rogin
Joan Rogin
Rowe Electrical Services
Ellen Russell
Ruby Russell
Ed & Catherine Sadurski

Andy Sakmar
Scott & Christie Samuels
Alan & Lori Sanborn
Julian & Lori Santellan ‘81, ‘81
Jeannette Schiele
Frederick Schimon
Dave & 
 Cindy Schofi eld ‘81, ‘78
Donald & Bobbie Schulz
Jean Schwallie
Ken & Debbie Scott
George & Elizabeth Seifert
Dr. Tim Sell & Dr. Rebecca Liu
Shamrock Solutions Inc.
James & Candy Shearer
Rubel & Myra Shelly
Cliff & Kristy Shelton ‘77
David & Maureen Shinsky
Joanne Shinsky
Paul & Heather Shinsky ‘78
Henry Showe
Sign-A-Rama
Ken & Betty Simmons
Tom & Anita Simpson
Sir Speedy Printing 
Ralph & Bonnie Sitter
Steve & Jill Skidmore ‘77, ‘77
Rick & Cindy Slagter ‘81
Willie & Carla Sledge
David Smith
Deron & Suzanne Smith
Don & Janet Smith
John Smith ‘65
Wes & Joan Smith
Jim Smither
Smither & Associates Inc.
Ned & Dorothy Solomon
Pat Somerville
Earl & Thelma Spangler
Coy & Wynelle Spurgeon
Gordon & Ellen Stalcup
Everett & Karen Stamper
Steve & Bonnie Stanley
Andy & Sharon Starck
Eleanor Starkey
State Farm Insurance
Larry & Diane Stephens
Greg & Sally Stevenson
Lewis & Mary Stewart
Brian & Lisa Stogner ‘80
Fred & Nancy Stogner
James & Kathy Stone
Johnny & Ann Strasser
Michael & Patricia Summitt
Carl & Edith Swanigan ‘97
David & Lisa Swanson
Terry & Karen Swiney
Tim & Ali Tate ‘76
Joe & Marjorie Tatham
Greg & Jill Taylor
Marshall Taylor
Nadine Taylor ‘02
Randy & Mary Taylor
Jess & Lorene Temple
Paul & Sonja Temple
Joe & Kathy Terrell
Mayfus & Eloise Thacker
The Flex Co. of America
Gerald & Mary Theeck
Lee Theodore
Averill & Wilma Thomas
Bill & Jean Thomas
Gregory & Judy Thomas
Jim & Raida Thomas
Robert & Aileen Threlkeld
Michael & Brenda Tittle
Frances Toben
Mary Trenary
Jim & Beth Truex ‘93, ‘92
J. P. & Lavon Tucker
Gary & Vivian Turner
Hugh & Rosemary Upton ‘79
David & Carol Van Hooser
Bill & Shirley Vaughn
Dennis & Donna Veara
Jim & Jaynie Vize ‘99
Jane Waites
Allen & Evelyn Waller
Ernest & Opal Walls
Mark & Diane Wanous
Will Ed & Mickey Warren
Jerry & Linda Watson
Paul & Ruth Watson
Rick & Karen Watson ‘70
Barbara Weatherhead
Rich & Chris Weber ‘77
Tim & Missy Weilbaker
Louie & Helen Welch
Welcome Home Mortgage
Robert & Ethel Wenzel
Jeff & Sandy Westerby ‘89, ‘88
Westland Lock & Key Inc.
Dennis & Vickie Wheeler
Wheeler Rd. Church of Christ
Roy & Ethelene White ‘69
Joseph White
Mark & Laura White ‘83
Richard & Mary Lou Whiting
Ken & 
 Sharon Whitlatch ‘76, ‘78
Marvin & Dorothy Whitledge
John & 
 Carole Whitwell ‘62, ‘62

Larry & Phyllis Wilkins
Gary & Barbara Williams ‘68
Doug & Barbara Williams
John & Shannon Williams ‘93
Tom & 
 Carol Williamson ‘62, ‘63
Bruce & Carol Willis ‘70, ‘70
Jack & Ginny Wilson
Noel Wilson ‘65
Velma Wineinger
Mike & Ersella Winters
Randy & Kim Wise ‘77
Barbara Wojtas
Don & Caren Wood
Bill & Donna Wright
Thomas & Bonnie Wright ‘79
Donald & Lois Wright
Joseph & Mattie Wright
Don & Elaine Yuvan
Bert Zadoorian
Mike & Suzanne Zanoli ‘85
Denise Zavasky ‘73
Elmer Zink
Dave & Teri Zito ‘76

Partners Club
($1 or more)

Lou Abcumby
Neil & Norma Adam
Shirley Alexander
Barry & Cecelia Allen ‘65
Dan & Diana Allen ‘73
Jimmy & Marilyn Allen
Matthew & Debbie Allgood
William & Kathleen Almon
Beatrice Amen
Brian & Christine Anderson ‘67
Noreen Andrews
Richard & Gail Angelo
Phil & Mimi Apollonio
Andrew & Margaret Askew
Eric & Nola Austin ‘78
Marie Avant
Scott & Joanne Avery
Jerry & Patricia Bailey
Joe & Cornelia Bain
Tom & Rhonda Baiocchi
Larry & Val Baker ‘79
Willis & Jayne Baker
Marie Balderson
Garry & Tammy Balk ‘04
Andrew & Joann Barnes ‘89
Lindrell & Jeanie Barrett ‘78
Olive Bateman
Charles & Blodwyn Beals
Barry & Gloria Beasley
Scotty & Lynn Beck ‘66
Patsy Beckwith
Jerry & Diane Behrends ‘02
George & Pam Behrenwald ‘84
Richard & Linda Bermingham
Glenn & Joan Berry
Gerald & Margie Biggs
Tom & Laura Biljan ‘03
Keith & Kim Billingsley
Ed & Joy Binkley
Mary Blackburn
Merice Blackburn
Rick & Brenda Blackwood
Jeff & Vicki Blake
Everett & Peggy Blanton
Hermann & Marti Bloch
Maurits & Imogene Blomberg
Janet Bloomer
James & Jackie Bodine
Wayne & Shirley Bolding
Jack & Karen Bolinger
Shirley Bolling
Shane & Kristina Bowen
Jack & Wendy Bower
Thelma Boyd
Robert Brackney
Edward & Carol Bray ‘66, ‘67
Mark & Jill Brazle ‘73
Brighton Church of Christ
William & Patricia Bristor
Delores Brown
Dennis & Lynne Brown
Elvera Brown
Harmon & Ellen Brown
Steven & Angie Bruce ‘98, ‘98
Val Dubois Brunelle
Vernon Bruner
Pam Bubnar ‘99
Mark & Bernice Buckley
John Bukoffsky
John & Jan Burchfi eld
Gregory & Kelly Campbell
Jim & Cora Canterbury
Ann Cantu
Lisa Cardamone ‘02
David & Gary Carney
Earl & Janet Carpenter
Legrand & Penny Carrier ‘02
Tom & Vickie Cheek
Henry & Frances Chiodini ‘03
Ron & Beth Chockley ‘76
Glen Churchill
Stan & Tawnya Clanton
David & Julie Clark
John & Phyllis Clayton
Dwight & Jan Coe

Henry & Lee Coe
Sibyl Coe
Wes & Linda Cogar
Jeff & Gayle Cohen ‘79
Steven & Barbara Cohu
Cheryl Cole
Clinton & Lila Coleman
Melissa Coleman
William & Mildred Coleman
Eva Collier
Victor & Diane Connellan
Phil & Tammy Conner ‘90, ‘90
Jim & Julie Cooper
Gerald & Cindy Corey ‘02
Jellean Corley
James & Helen Costello
James & Catherine Courtney
Joe & Helen Cox
William & Rachael Craig
John Crisman
Marcus Criswell
Don & Ann Crittenden
Leo & Mary Crowder
Gayle & Lisa Crowe
Brian & Renee Crowley
Mark & 
 Margie Crutchfield ‘73, ‘72
Sherry Cummins ‘79
Howard & Lois Cutler
Matt & Cindy Dahm ‘87
Lorene Darby
Judy Davis ‘77
Mary Davis
Norman & Marie Davis
Dave & Toni Deaton ‘01
Ralph & Judy Dembeck
Gerald Desentz ‘64
Eric & Jenny Diehl ‘84
Bill & Billie Diles
Veneda Dillard
Bill & Eleanor Dinger
Stephen & Ann Donawick
Donald Douglass
Betty Dunlap ‘67
Bruce & Sara Dusterhoft
Raymond & Marilyn Easter
Michael & Carolyn Eatmon
Jerry & Virginia Ebeling
Paul Eckstein
Josephine Edelmann
Fred & Lynn Edens
Russell & Naomi Edwards
Ann Eifl er
Robert & Loyola Ely
William & Juanita Epler
Margaret Esbaugh
Lexie & Margie Everett
Floyd & Beverly Fair
Hagar Fallis
David Farmer ‘03
Sarah Faulkner
Fred & Catherine Ferguson
D.J. & Yolonda Fett ‘99
Jamie Flanigan ‘93
Leah Flanigan ‘88
John & Cynthia Fletcher ‘76
Karen Ford ‘66
Hal & Kari Forgie ‘02
Lee Forster
Ken & Irene Foster
Mildred Fowler
Daniel & Linda Fritsch ‘02
Don & Jo Fugate
David & Kim Gaither
Clifton & Louise Ganus
Clifton & Debbie Ganus
Butch & Sheila Gardner ‘74
Steve & Melinda Gardner
Ronald & Katie Sue Gastineau
Gateway Church of Christ
Harold & Dawn Gentry ‘83, ‘83
Lee Roy & Elaine George
Doyle & Linda Gerig
George & Patricia Girgenti
Paulette Gladden
Antonina Gladfelter
Cynthia Gomez
David & Deborah Goodman
Margaret Gossett
Paul Graefe Jr.
Jim & Colleen Greenfi eld
Benny & Vera Grice ‘70
Donald & Ginger Griesing
Tom & Shirley Griffi n
Jack & Crystal Grizzell
James & Lou Grotts
Brett & Connie Groves ‘78
Jerry & Julie Gustafson ‘02, ‘00
Gilbert & Barbara Guymer
Jeff & Kali Hacias ‘88
Richard & Joan Hackman
Donald & Shirley Haddix
James & Sherie Hall ‘61
Dave & Lu Ann Hamilton
Michael & Debbie Hamilton ‘92
Kent & Kim Hamilton
Jack & Peggy Hammond
Ken & Ruth Ann Handley ‘70
Harold & Pat Hansel
Judy Harbottle ‘62
Glenna Hart
John & Le’Ann Harvey ‘83, ‘83
Dennis & Diane Hasselbring

William & Susan Hausman
Edgar & Miyo Haver
Dan Hellebuyck
Russell & Linda Heston
Kym Hibbard ‘76
Lee & 
 Stephanie Higginbottom ‘95
Ken & Kristina Hill
Antony & Charla Hilligoss
Wilma Hills
John & Kerri Hoenstine ‘81
Lee Hohner ‘63
Kimberly Holder
Bobbye Hollingshead
Phil & Barbara Hoppe
Mark & Teri Horner ‘04
Shannon & Susan Houtrouw
Jeff & Tammy Howe ‘95
Diane Howell
Terry & Pat Howell
Helen Howery
Mary Hudson
Everneza Hughes
Bob & Terri Hull ‘82, ‘81
James & Elaine Humphrey
Henry & Maxine Hunter
Kirk & Susan Hunter
Patton & Pat Hunter
Larry & Molly Ice ‘75
Rhoderick & Gwendolyn Ice
Jim & Barbara Ingram
Alice Jackson
Doris Jackson
Wade & Karen Jackson ‘87
Kerry Jahn ‘04
William & Lola Jenkins
Wendell & Paula Jennings ‘68
Billy & Phyllis Jett
Fred & Alice Jewell
Beverly Johnson
Jim & Marihelen Johnson
Larry & Anne Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Johnson
Dale & Maryann Johnston
Richard & Marilyn Johnston
Mary Jones
Frances Kaiser
Chet & Dee Kamphuis
Dale & Connie Karhoff
Andrea Keckley
Terry & Teresa Keefe
Wayne & Alice Kellar
Kay Kendall
Abigail Kenworthy ‘02
Gary & Linda Kesler
Martin & Rosemary Kimble
Scott & Jeanie King ‘87, ‘94
David & Elizabeth Kohn ‘02
Sheila Kokko ‘86
Geraldine Kolesnikow ‘61
Ryan & Andrea Koral ‘02
David & Jennifer Kunz
Steve & Terri Lackey ‘92
Mike & Darlene Lake ‘80
Larry & Twyla Lamb
Dana & JoAnn Lance ‘65
Tim & Terri Lanier ‘80
Ed & Betty Laura
Grace Lawrence
Dan & Shirley Leach ‘64, ‘63
Betty Lehnan
Keith & Myrna Levake
Paul & Laura LeVasseur
Edwin & Sandra Lewis
Axel & Christine Liimatta ‘93
Fred & Anne Liimatta ‘68, ‘68
John & Cheryl Linari ‘04
James & Pat Lindsay ‘70
Darren & 
 Dawn Lockhart ‘95, ‘86
Robert & Laura Long
Mel & Paula Lowe ‘70
Luhring Veterinary Clinic 
Debora Lunney ‘72
William & Sarah Luttrell
Florence Mabry
Brent & Kay Magner
Michael & Alexis Maison ‘03
Larry & Sandra Malone
Clayton & Yvonne Mansfi eld
Keith & Linda Martin ‘88, ‘88
Ken & Debbie Martin
Ralph & Festus Martin
Tom & Dianne Martin ‘62, ‘62
Clifford & Donna Masih ‘71
Jerry & Joan Mata ‘68
John & Debbie Mathews ‘02
Robert & Gina Mathews
Carson & Linda Mathis ‘86
Earl & Linda Matthews
Elma Mary May
Tim Mays ‘89
Martha McBride
Monty & 
 Lora McClelland ‘98, ‘96
Patti McClelland ‘65
Mark & Janice McColm
Joe & Pam McCoy ‘87, ‘86
Charles McDermitt
David & Ann McDonnell
Donald & Sandra McElhaney
Roy & Fay McGinnis
Don & Becky McGuire ‘01

Charles & Judy McKissic
Hiram & Betty McLaughlin
Albert Meress
Steve & Cindy Michiels
Larry & Kathy Milam
Dennis & Judy Miller ‘67
Richard & Marge Miller
Dick & Billie Miller ‘76
Scott Miller
Dennis & Cheryl Mince
Claudia Mitchell ‘72
Ed & Geraldine Monroe
Dean & Mary Moore ‘62, ‘62
Loretta Moorer
Patrick & Denise Morton
Tim & Vickie Morton ‘85, ‘86
Inez Mosley
Dwight & Marcia Mowrer
Dan & Pam Moylan
Michael Mullins
Nancy Mumper
Vasile & Kathy Muresan
Martin & Jenny Murphy ‘86
Ethel Nall
Harold & Charlette Nance ‘69
Earl & Janet Nelson
Jamie Nelson ‘03
Wayne Newton
Bao Dan & Ruth Nguyen
Kevin & Gina Norman ‘95
Delmer & Delores Odell
Marty Ogburn
Amanda Ohler
Mary Alene Olds
Harold & Evelyn Oliphant
George & Joy Oliver
Linda Oliver
Evelyn Osborn
R.C. Ottwell
Luvader Paden
Steve & Martha Park ‘96, ‘77
Allen & Tommie Parker
Charles & Barb Parker
Freda Parker
Aubrey & Nancy Patterson ‘63
Dale & Debbie Pauls
Jeff & Lisa Pauls
David & Paulette Peltan
Brian & Laurie Pendergraff
Andy & Suzy Peper ‘88, ‘03
Alan & Ruby Peterson
Mark & Brenda Phelps
Mark & Bonnie Phillips ‘77
Pete & Julie Piazza ‘89
Roger & Merle Pickens
Gerald & Olivia Pierce
Don & Kathie Pietroski
Frank & Terry Pitts ‘86, ‘83
Eddie Pleasant
Ina Pleasant
Roger & Joyce Poe ‘94
Betty Porter
Leslie Posey ‘63
Hazel Powell
Carl & Jane Power
Roger & Cheryl Pratt ‘78
Lindy & Carol Presson
Mike & Renetta Proffitt ‘77, ‘77
Dennis & Deanna Prough
Jerome & Debra Prusakiewicz
Neale & Treva Pryor
William & Helen Putty
Garry & Dana Qualls ‘74, ‘74
Ken & Corrine Racine ‘72
Dave & Connie Raichart
Edith Ramey
Lavonda Ramey
Antonio & Anna Ramos
Bill & Christy Rampton
Jim & Shirley Rampton
Tony Rana ‘84
Ivan & Sharlene Renshaw
Donald & Robbie Reynolds ‘79
Wes & Shirley Rhoads
Janet Richards ‘83
Buna Rickner
R. F. & Ruth Rieder
Cathy Ries ‘73
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Roberts
Charley & Phyllis Roberts
Dan & Amy Roche ‘03
Kay Rochotte
Herbert & Alice Rodgers
Hugh & Margaret Rogers
Rue Porter Rogers
Henry & Evelyn Romans
Greg & Anita Roosa
Andy & Lois Rosado
Louis & Emmanelle Rose
John Rosemergy
Bill & Mary Rosenbaum
Leah Rosenbaum ‘89
Tom & Diane Ross
Norma Jean Ryan
Larry & Linda Samuels
Bobbi Sanders
W.F. & Marie Saylors
Tim & Cathy Schepper ‘84
Roger & Kathy Schert ‘76
Robert & Grace Schneider
Doug & Patty Schrader
Martin & Valorie Score
Carl & Janelle Seitz ‘03

Ruth Ann Sellers
Steve & Robin Shattuck ‘84
Rod & Blinda Shaul ‘78
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Shepherd
Alfred & Helen Sherer
Paul Shirley
Donald & Landra Shotts
Jack & Pat Siggers
Maurice & Shequita Sims ‘03
Bob & Gracie Skaggs ‘69, ‘67
Mariruth Smallwood
Don & Kelley Smith ‘84
Linda Smith ‘74
Mark & Beth Smith
Susan Smith
John & Karen Snoke
Daniel & Karen Sorensen
Space Strategies Inc.
Robert & Sheila Sparks
Todd & Marcy Speaks ‘91, ‘90
Richard & Gloria Spears
Marvin & Rena Springer
Allen & Sandra Sprowl
Michael & Peggy Stack ‘03
T. E. & Uva Stamps
Mark & Janice Stephens
James & Beverly Stevenson
Jeff Stevenson
Robert & Nancy Stevenson
Leonard & Barbara Stewart
Douglas & Nancy Stiff
Bill & Margie Strawther
Dick & Pat Strayer
Vivian Stringer
Jerry & Sherry Suggs ‘64, ‘64
Don & Leatrice Swander
Jim & Sandi Talbott
Robert & Betty Tankersley
Donald & Emelie Taylor
Sam & Sharon Taylor ‘72, ‘73
Nick & Penny Tenpenny
Terry & Brenda Theisen
Lee & Debbie Thomas ‘84
Eric & Julie Thomason
Tom & Carol Thompson ‘68
Don & Lois Thompson
Kim Thompson ‘84
Wayne & Mary Thompson
Virginia Thomson
Brian & Alyson Thrift ‘98
C.C. Tiffany
George & Mary Jo Tolbert
Tim & Theresa Tostige ‘86, ‘86
Kevin & Sharon Townsley
Gary & Mary Turner
Kenneth & Lori Turner
Larry & Margaret Turner
Sylvia Turner
Thomas & Diane Turner
United We Stand 
 Christian Women’s Group
Ed & Kim Utley ‘91, ‘98
Jim & Mary Villinger
Bob & Susan Waggoner
Merrill & Alene Waldrop
Dan & 
 Keightie Walkenhorst ‘01, ‘03
Scott & Jana Waltman ‘66
Nathan & Brooke Ward
Jim & Dorothy Warren
Washington Mutual Foundation
Patric & Debbie Watkins ‘68
John & Betty Watson
Miles & Debbie Watters ‘74
Julia Watterworth
Ronald & Denise Weaks
Rick & Betty Weaver ‘00
Dave & Melissa Wegner
Andy & Patricia Westergaard ‘03
Art & Sherrie White
Enoch & Clara Whitehead
Ronald & Sharon Whitmore
Homer & Sharan Whitt
Arthur Whyte
Charles & Judy Wilhelm
Earl & Wilma Williams
Shannon & Dena Williams
Leon & Pamela Willis
Jay & Mary Jo Wilson ‘96
Mark & Cindy Wilson
Scott & Margaret Wilson
Dennis & Bev Wineinger
Ted & Peg Wise
Jonathan & 
 Hayley Woodall ‘01, ‘01
Jack & Dorothy Woodhouse
Elaine Woods
Roger & Glenda Woods
Donald & Virginia Worten
Courtney & Charlotte Wray
Don & Kathy Wray
Bill & Frankie Yen
Bob & Kelly Yoakam ‘76
Thomas & Joyce Yoakum
Paul & Camille Yoder ‘91, ‘92
Ron & Mary Zavitz
Sylvia Zavitz ‘93
Debbie Zawol
Josephine Zenoby
George & Carol Zepik
Ben Zickefoose
Glenn & Beverly Ziegler
Kevin & Barb Ziegler ‘79, ‘79

ONOR ROLL
03

The new Richardson Academic Center in 
the heart of campus is the return on our 
partners’ investment during the last year.
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August 9August 9
Fletcher-Shinsky Golf Classic
for Student Scholarships
Greystone Golf Club
Romeo, Mich.
(248) 218-2021

August 16August 16
Session A begins 
Extended Learning
(800) 521-6010, ext. 1

August 21-23August 21-23
Jump Start
New student orientation
Arts and Sciences
Business and Professional Studies
(248) 218-2041

August 23August 23
Transfer student orientation
Arts and Sciences
Business and Professional Studies
(248) 218-2041

August 24August 24
Fall semester begins
46th Academic Year
Arts and Sciences
Business and Professional Studies

August 26August 26
Presidential Inauguration of
Dr. Michael Westerfi eld
Rochester Church of Christ
(248) 218-2091

September 6September 6
Labor Day 
Classes dismissed

OctoberOctober
Fall Church Connections release
Subscribe: (248) 218-2011

October 1October 1
Dedication ceremony
Richardson Academic Center
(800) 521-6010, ext. 4

October 2October 2
Founders Day
(800) 521-6010, ext. 4

October 9October 9
Session A ends 
Extended Learning

October 11October 11
Session B begins 
Extended Learning
(800) 521-6010, ext. 1

October 11-12October 11-12
Fall Break 
Classes dismissed
Arts and Sciences
Business and Professional Studies

October 15-17October 15-17
Restoration Forum
(248) 218-2011

October 25October 25
Pre-enrollment for Spring 2005
Arts and Sciences
Business and Professional Studies
(248) 218-2041

NovemberNovember
Fall north star release

November 11-14November 11-14
College Theatre production
(248) 218-2154

November 13November 13
Homecoming
(248) 218-2041


