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The Churches of Christ in Detroit, l\iich. 
Dct.roit was a city of perhaps 20,000 when Alex

ander Campbell visited il on a tour in the summer 
of 1855. Here he found a small group of New Tes
tament Christians which had been meeting for four
teen years, ::;ince 1841. He tells in his inimitable 
style of this trip in the Millennial Harbinger: 

"But we soon had to take the parting hand, de
parting thence for the city of Detroit, 125 miles dis
tant, accompanied by brother John Stewart, of Era
mosa and D. Oliphant. In a few hours on a good 
railroad, we found ourselves comfortably lodged in 
the former residence of our much esteemed and be
loved Father Hawley, now occupied by his son. Rich
ard Hawley, the ol<l gentleman having returned to 
his native England. 

''The church in Detroit docs not grow. meeting in 
a room instead of a meetinghouse. and having no 
evangelist or elder devoted to the ministry of the 
word in that city. Detroit, it seems to me, is a good 
missionary field, and ought by all means to become 
a missionnrv station. A man of God-a workman 
that needeth not Lo be ashamed-would here find a 
good field. nncl with divine blessing. could achieve 
much good. 

"Brother and Sisler Burnet. of Cincinnati. arriv
ing a few hours after us, increased our happiness. 
We met with the church in the forenoon, and ad
dressed the citizens in the alternoon, Brother Burnet 
at night, and I again on Monday e\'ening at 7 o'clock. 

"These three addresses were delivered in the 
Lutheran meetinghouse and were heard by respecta
ble and attentive congregations. A well qualified 
and discreet evangelist could, with divine blessing. 
here find a profitable field that would yield harvest 
in due season. ·whv is it that there is no such C\'an
gelist in Detroit?'' v 

That this city, already one hundred thirty years 
old. was destined to ha\'e many such "capable evan
gelists'' Brother Campbell dreamed of. and to show 
that it hns become "a good and profitable field'' of 
the Lord's vineyard is the aim and purpose of this 
:=trticle to which we im·itc ottention. Detroit has 
lapped O\'er its boundaries, has spread itself into the 
rather large county of Wayne and its metropolitan 
area embraces three counties. Throughout this met
ropolitan area in which live about 3,500,000 people-

more than the combined totals of Arizona, New Mex
ico, Nevada and Wyoming-churches have sprung 
up in large numbers and in some instances have 
become strong congregations. Since the line had to 
be drawn somewhere, this study is restricted to De
troit and Wayne County alone, where we find thirty
eight congregations. 

Detroit. now the fifth citv in the nation, was 
called the "Arsenal of Demo~racy'' during the last 
war and rightly so for here were made implements 
used so widely for man's destruction. But here also 
it may be said that the tools are made by which 
man's life is bettered. Called '·Wheelburg'' by one 
local wit. the name is not unfitting for from here 
roll many of the wheels upon which America rides. 
Because of the availability of work in the automobile 
plants and associated industt;es. '11en have come to 
Detroit from all over the United States and from ev
ery nation. A roll of the immigrants would read like 
a roll of the United Nations. Detroit's wage scale is 
the highest of the world and probably of history, for 
here more do well materially than almost anywhere 
else on the face of the earth. This has brought many 
brethren into the area during the past thirty or forty 
years and many o[ them, like Lydia, brought their 
religion wilh them. Many others forsook the ways 
of their fathers in the midst of plenty. 

We who claim Detroit as our home believe we 
live in the best of the large cities of the nation. We 
belie\'e there is less corruption than in cities of 
ClHnparable size, and we do not belie\'e any other 
place can eclipse the ad\·antages here. Here men do 
not feel the pressure of a frowning or approving so
ciety upon them, hence their religion must be sin
cere without these artificial stimuli. The difficulties 
of the work here are probably no more pronounced 
than in other places but admittedly it would be 
easier where the church is better known. One of the 
more scholarly men among us recently remarked, 
··Detroit is still a mission field." This is certainly 
trnc for although more than 10,000 worshipers are to 
be i'ouncl in our church buildings on a good Sunday 
morning. lhere arc yet vast multitudes who have 
never heard of the churches of Christ. Therefore, 

(Continued on page 722) 
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Congratulations! 
We are happy to devote this number to the 

churches in the Detroit area. These churches have 
enjoyed a phenomenal growth in the last two or 
three decades, due to the zeal of native brethren and 
the coming of many brethren from other sections 
of the country to work in the "automobile capital 
of the world." This story of remarkable progress 
in one of the greatest metropolitan centers of the 
world will be a source of encouragement and in
spiration to thousands of our readers. 

This issue will be a rich source of firsthand in
formation for the future student and historian of 
the church. 

To the churches in the Detroit nrea, with their 
elders, deacons and preachers, we extend our con
gratulations. 

The Committee 
JAMES D. GROVES 

Gerald E. Montgomery, Harmon J. Black and 
the writer prepared the articles for this issue of the 
GOSPEl. ADVOCATE. Arnold Watson gathered much 
information from the churches upon which we re
lied in considerable measure. The pictures of the 
groups of preachers and the preachers' wives were 
tnken by Harvey H. Huff at the annual dinner held 
in the area in December of 1955. 

The Churches of Christ in Detroit, Mich. 
(Concluded from page 721) 

our work presents many challenges and there is lit
tle danger of stagnation. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The late Claud F. Witty, closely associated with 
the church in Detroit for more than forty years, was 

asked to deliver an address on November 16, 1941, 
on the occasion of the lOOlh Anniversary of the 
church in the city. r'oHowing is nn excerpt from 
that speech in which he pictured the early progress 
of the church as well as giving an account of Detroit 
ns a city in those early days. No history of the 
churches here would be complete without consider
able reference to Brother Witty. 

THE FJRST FI!o'TY YEARS, 1841-1891 
"First, let us think of the nation as it was in 1841. 

John Tyler had just succeeded Willinm Henry Hnr
rison as President. Twenty-six states had been ad
mitted to the Union-Michigan coming in in 1837, 
or just four yenrs before the church was established 
in Detroit. The population of the nation in 1841 was 
17,069,453, most of which was along the Allantic 
coast. The territory around the Great Lakes was 
but thinly settled. The French and English had 
struggled for years over this area and the Indians 
had caused no end of trouble. The nation had just 

Phot<>-By Harvey Huft 
For the most part Utls croup of preachlnc brethren sene concreca
Uons ln Detroit 1111d Wayne County. All are from lhe Detroit area. 
t'ront row.1. left to rlcht: 1 •• s. ltucker, Artis l'ord, c. u. Clifton, 
1 •• V. lllclilU'Y Ucrinan Nclll, Paul lltcAlllstcr, llarmon J, Black, 
Waller J:. llankcs 11nd lllarvln Uulincs. Second row, left to rl11ht: 
G. I., l\lann, Josrj•h I<' • .lone1, Uaymond t'ord, Gerald t:. l\lonti;omery1 rrnut Stewart. r .. Warren Whl~law, 1•aul 1:. l\tcGauchey, Mlllaro 
l.ofUs, Connie L. W)att, Floyd Wlleyr l'erry l\tllner, Warren S, Jones, 
Normans. ueaman and I .. Arnold \\auon. ~hlrd rowl.left to rlgllt: 
Kenneth Edwards, l'aul Brown, L. Allen Barber, II. Newell, 
Ct:iyton._Paul Woods, liam Uoach, 'Hlllam o. l\lltcbell, Jr., l\lllton 
Truax. i:;Jwtn Frel'land1• Ernest Scarbroucb, w. IJ, Wea~er, James 
ll, llroves, Leamon Flau, Wheeler UUey. 

passed through a great depression which had lasted 
for about six years. Transportation and communi
cation were, of course, very slow. 

Let us now take a look at the city of Detroit. It 
was a frontier town of 9,250 inhabitants, having been 
incorporated in 1824. In 1837, when Michigan en
tered the Union, Detroit was made the State Cap
ital and so continued until 1847, when the govern
ment was moved to Lansing. More than half of the 
people were foreign born and a large percentage 
spoke the French language. Many of the streets 
had different names from those they now bear. 

Next, let us examine the religioL:.> life of the city. 
Perhaps half of the people were Roman Catholic. 
The remaining either had no church connection or 
belonged to one of the six Protestant churches which 
were conducting services at that time. These were: 

.. 
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Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Methodist, Lutheran, 
Congregational and Baptist. The church of Christ 
thus became the seventh non-Catholic group to be 
established in Detroit. 

In a modest building on the north side of Congress 
Street between Randolph and Brush this congrega
tion began. In 1815 Thomas Hawley had come from 
Cause Castle, England, to the United States. In 1840 
he moved to Detroit from Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he had been converted by Alexander Campbell five 
years cnrlier. In the autumn of 1841 Mr. Hawley 
began regular services in his home. The six mem
bers of his family who were Christians and a little 
later the six members of the family of William Linn, 
constituted the chnrter members of the church. 
Their first meeting place wns a private home, as 
noted nhove. Their second was a school building at 
Congress and Randolph where they remained for a 
year and a holf. From there they moved to the State 
Copitol building in 1846 hut only for a few months. 
Their next home was the Fireman's Hall on Wood
ward Avenue. Next, we find them in Fowler's school, 
also called the Detroit Institute on Jefferson Avenue, 
near St. Antoine. This was in 1848. From this build
ing they moved to the Courthouse on Campus Mar
tius, 1854. 

In 1856 the congregation bought a lot on the 
southwest corner of Miomi Avenue and Broadway. 
The church was incorporated as the Miami Avenue 
church of Christ and kept that name for several 
years. A little later they moved to a building on 
Howard Street, but by this time the more liberal 
brethren had seporated from the Miami group and 
began lheeting in a building they bought from the 
Congregationnl Church in 1862. 

Photcr-By Harvey Huft 
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Mrs. Allen Barber, lllrs. t loyd \ \Hey. 

For three yenrs the groups met separately but 
were united in 1865 as a result of the labors of W. T. 
Moore. Three years later they separated again and 
one party returned to the Howard Street building. 
In the meantime a third congregation was started in 
St. Andrews Hnll. This was in 1867 and in 1869 the 
St. Andrews group united with the Jefferson Ave
nue congregation. Soon they moved to Washington 
Avenue where they remained for some years. At 
a Inter date they moved to Ledyard and Second and 
finally to their present locntion at Woodward and 
Josephine where they arc today known as the Cen
tral Woodward Christian Church. 

The Howard Street Church in 1868 moved to their 

so~u: or 1111: ut•11,u1sas 1:-; 

l op rtl\\, lrft to rl&ht: .\ lien l';uk, l n)lor ('enter, \\a)nt', lloltom rou: \\)lllldottc, tlardrn I'll), l nnton. 
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new home at Fourth and Plum streets and took the 
name of the Plum Street church of Christ, the name 
of the group which today meets on Hamilton Ave
nue. 

In 1883 a mission was started at the corner of 
Fourteenth and Ash Streets, but it was later closed 
nnd the building sold in 1892. After a number of 
years in Bible school work in the neighborhood, the 
Plum Street Church bought a building from the 
Methodist Church at the corner of Vinewood and 
West Vernor and thus began in 1887 the Vinewood 
A venue church of Christ. 

We have now followed the church from its first 
meeting place on East Jefferson Avenue to its per
monent home on Plum Street, with a mission on 
Vinewood Avenue. Much more of the story is to be 
told, much of it within the memory of those who arc 
yet with us, hut I must leave this to those who arc 
to follow.'' 

INDIVIDUAi. CHURCH lllSTORIES 

We shall now attempt to record some of the in
teresting features of the more than three dozen con
gregations m Detroit and Wayne County. As you 
will see many of these groups arc of comparatively 
recent origin. This means the church of our Lord 
is "on the march," here as well as across the land. 

Hamilton 
J lamihon at Tuxedo 

As already stated, the original congregation be
gan in 1841. We do not know the effects of Alex
ander Campbell's visit in 1855, but in 1868 a con
gregntion known as "Plum Street" was organized, 

meeting at Fourth and Plum, a 
building which still exists, but not 
used by our brethren. In 1918 they 
moved to the present building at 
Hamilton and Tuxedo, erected on 
property donated by Vernon C. 
Fry, one of the originnl stockhold
ers of the Ford Motor Company. 
So Hamilton-Tuxedo traces its his-

llarmon J. u tack tory back to 1841, one hundred fif-
teen years, and thus becomes one 

of the oldest congregations among us, ranking with 
Franklin, Tenn. ( 1832), Columbia, Tenn., and a few 
others Through these years it has been composed 
of intelligent, stable. elements in Detroit and it has 
quietly, without fanfare, held the fort for truth and 
righteousness. No scandal hos marred its history 
and mnny have been its works of love. Currently 
it is paying for the erection of a building, costing 
$10,000, in Sault Saint Marie, Mich., which Henry 
Clay once called ''the most distant part of the United 
Stntes." This is the oldest town in Michigan, some 
four hundred miles north of Detroit, where a strug
gling group, with James E. Krumrei, is seeking to 
establish o beach-head in strongly Catholic territory. 

On the trip alluded to above, Brother Campbell 
said: "While at St. Cathcrines, Ontario, we were 
visited by Elder James Black .... On Monday, the 
6th of August, conducted by Brother Block, at my 
suggestion, we took our departure for Eramosa, the 
place of his residence, and immediate field of his 
labors. We safely arrived at his hospitable mansion 
that same evening, via railroad to Galt, thence to 
Guelph by stage, and thence by private conveyance 
to his residence." Brother Campbell could not know 
that the great-grandson of that some James Black 
would be the preacher one hundred yeors later for 
the church which grew out of the original group he 
addressed in Detroit. Harmon J. Black has been for 
fifteen years the fine, godly, minister at Hnmilton
Tuxeclo and is respected throughout this area. There 
are few possessed with a sounder knowledge and ap
preciation of the Scriptures, with a more profound 
desire to humbly follow his God. Today Hamilton
Tuxedo is probably doing the greatest work of its 
long history. This church of about three hundred 
twenty-five members hns a Bible school att1mdance 
of two hundred forty-four, a Sunday morning aver
age of three hundred, and expects to build a $40,000 
addition to its building in the next few months. The 
money is on hand to pay for this extension. There 
are five elders and ten deacons. 

One reason Detroit has remained stable is due 
to the sensible approach to brotherhood problems by 
this group. The fact that it has not been carried 
into the camps of visionories nnd radicnls is due in 
part to the leadership quietly shown in example by 
Homilton-Tuxedo through the ycnrs. Well-known 
preachers who have served arc W. D. Campbell, John 
T. Smith, John C. Taylor, A. R. Holton, L. C. Utley 
ond Brother Black. 

Vinewood 
1937 Vinewood 

Second in age only to Hamilton, in the area, the 
Vinewood Church has been serving the old south
west section of Detroit for seventy-one years. I<:ver 
known as a working church, it is today more nctivc 
than ever in its long history. Still using the old 
building, occupied since 1887 (pictured here) for 
Sunday and Wednesday classes and various other 
activities, the church moved into its new nuditorium 
in January, 1949. The new meetinghouse is located 
just one hundred fifty f ect from the old building and 
although the total cost was $80,000, it hns been debt 
free for many months. The property between the 
two buildings, consisting of two houses, is olso owned 
by the church. The new building scats four hundred 
ten, but even so, it has been necessary to hold two 
Sunday morning services since October, 1952. Peak 
audiences for the two services hove been in excess of 
seven hundred. Membership is the highest in the 
history of the church with more than nine hundred 
responses in the pnst eleven and one-half years. A 
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recent "high" was noted in Bible school attendance 
with four hundred twenty present, while the weekly 
avPrai?e is about three hundred twenty-five. The 

Vtncwood Church 

church's income is in the neighborhood of $30,000 
annually, with $5,500 of this spent last year in mis
sion and fellowship activity. A strong eldership 
oversees every phase of the work, one unusual aspect 
being the budgeting of about $1,000 for advertising. 

Thousands of people have come and 
gone through the doors of Vine
wood, as it is centrally located, 
about three miles from downtown. 
Few churches in the area exist 
without members who have at
tended Vinewood at some time or 
other. A number of preachers have 
gone out from this church through 

.Jamca o . Groves the years. Claud F. Witty used to 
say, "Preaching in Detroit is like 

preaching in Union Station." This has been espe
cially true of Vinewood, as through the years, mem
bers come and go, a great many moving into newer 
neighborhoods. The church began in 1885 when 
Brother and Sister William Linn and a few others 
came out with the blessing of old Plum Street to 
start a work seven blocks west of its present loca
tion. Other early members were Alexander Y. Mal
colmson, George F. Barbier and Captain Henry 
Scharnwebber, with their families. Brother Mal
colmson will be remembered longest for his connec
tion with Henry Ford, having helped organize the 
Ford Motor Company, owning enough stock at one 
time to hold joint control of the company with Mr. 
Ford. It is said that the first meeting of the com
pany was held in the Vinewood building. None of 
the Malcolmson family remains in the church. An 
imposing list of preachers have served Vinewood 
almost since its beginning. This list includes W. D. 
Campbell, J. W. Shepherd, W. S. Long, H. H. Adam
son and L. C. Bankhead. The present minister, James 
D. Groves, has served the church longer than any of 

the above with the exception of H. H. Adamson, who 
preached at Vinewood for twelve years. Brother 
Groves will have completed twelve years in Octo
ber of this year, having moved here in October of 
1944, from Toledo, Ohio, which was his first work. 
Not content with victories won, the church is press
ing on. It is contemplating the enlarging of its 
building or consolidating its facilities in order to do 
a greater work and is looking forward, under God, 
to its greatest years of service. 

Fairview 
Jfasc Vernor ac Lemay 

Among the earliest congregations in Detroit to be 
started was Fairview, which began in 1914 at East 
Vernor and 2500 Lemay. It was known as Fairview 
because of its location in that section of the city. 

It has had a part in the establish
ment of five other congregations. 
The latest of these is the St. Clair 
Shores work begun in 1955. Fair
view aided in the purchase of a site 
for these brethren who plan to 
build soon. Fairview's p r e s e n t 
b u i l d i n g was erected in 1916 
through the faith and generosity of 

K . L. £dward1 the late Paul Gray. 
Ernest 0. Stewart was minister 

until last fall, having served for three years. Ken
neth Edwards, formerly preaching in Paducah, Ky., 
began work here November 27, 1955, and is off to a 
good start. Last year, almost $20,000 was contrib
uted and the 1956 budget calls for $23,400. A mem
b~rship of about two hundred seventy-five, with a 
Bible school attendance of the same number and 
a Sunday morning attendance of three hundred 
forty-five gives a total thumbnail sketch of the work. 
Two men serve as elders and five as deacons. For
mer preachers are: E.G. Rockliff, A. B. Keenan, and 
J.E. Alexander. 

Fairview's mission program includes partial sup
port of Forrest Pendergrass in Japan and presently 
supports an Italian preacher. Over $5,500 was spent 
in mission and benevolence work in 1955. The small 
auditorium is crowded and two services have been 
necessary on Sunday morning for about two years. 
This is a good congregation composed of stable ele
ments. Some of the best people in the city are to be 
found here. The oldest congregation on the East 
Side, Fairview has long held aloft the "Torch of 
Truth" and we are confident will continue to do so. 

West-Side Central 
Puritan ac Ferguson 

Claud F. Witty came to Detroit August 1, 1912, to 
become minister of the Old Plum Street Church, re
maining here until his death in November, 1952. 
Brother and Sister Witty, optimistic and enthusi-
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astic, did great work for the Lord's church in this 
city for forty years. Sister Witty, loved and re
spected by all, survives him. Together, they started 

on May 2, 1915, a church to be 
known as West-Side Central in a 
store building at 2138 West War
ren. After much struggling, dur
ing which she even kept boarders 
and he did secular work, a new 
building was purchased for $36,000. 
They did not have one dollar when 
the deal was made. They raised 

G. £. Monti:omery the money traveling throughout the 
city securing a dollar here and five 

there. The congregation remained in this building 
until July 28, 1930, when it moved into a structure at 
Grand River and Kirby, at a cost of $80,000. Here 
the church remained until the city built the Edsel 
Ford Expressway, forcing it to move again. The 
state paid $97,500 for the property. After paying 
their indebtedness of several thousand dollars, the 
church paid $68,000 down on a building being va
cated by a Methodist church at Puritan and Fergu
son in Northwest Detroit. This building is very well 
located and carries a mortgage balnnce of $5,000. 
The cost was $85,000 and the first service was held 
the second Sunday in June, 1950. 

Captain Gerald E. Montgomery, Director of Pub
lic Relations, Detroit Fire Department, who has in 
his "spare time" served admirably on the East Side 
of Detroit, began as minister at West-Side Central 
on January 10, 1954. Brother Montgomery is one of 
America's leading authorities in the field of fire pre
vention and makes many television, radio and other 
appearances in the city, throughout the United 
States and Canada, in connection with his work. 
He is a godly man with a fine Christian personality . 

The contribution in 1955 totaled over $16,000. 
The membership is two hundred, Bible school at
tendance is one hundred fifty, and the average Sun
day morning attendance is two hundred ten. There 
are four elders and seven deacons. Almost $3,000 
was spent in missionary and benevolence work last 
year. Fonner ministers of the church are: Claud F. 
Witty, May 2, 1915, to May 2, 1947; B. E. Bawcom, 
1947 to 1949; Paul Shaw and Arthur Peddle. Brother 
Montgomery was at Eastown, Detroit, for eight and 
one-half years and Hayes A venue four years. He 
attended Freed-Hardeman and David Lipscomb Col
lege "many years ago." 

River Rouge 
47 Cora Avenue 

River Rouge, .Mich. 

This is one of the oldest churches in the area 
surrounding Detroit. The River Rouge Church has 
occupied its building at 47 Cora Avenue since No
vember 1, 1919. The first preacher was Charles S. 
Black, who later did mission work throughout the 

state. The church began when a few members moved 
to that community from Flat River, Mo. They began 
meeting in a hall on Coolidge Street, but in a few 
months' time had bought the building in which they 
have met through the years. Their present mem
bership is two hundred twenty-five with a Sunday 
morning average just under that figure; Bible school 
attendance is one hundred ten. Since August 1, 
1953, Richard Hollingsworth has been the local 
preacher. He attended Athens Bible School for two 
years and also studied at Freed-Hardeman and Da
vid Lipscomb College. Prior to Brother Hollings
worth there were a number of preachers, including, 
Millard Loftis, Joseph Sherman, Floyd Wiley, Jesse 
White, Cercie White and Mark Love. 

The River Rouge Church spent a little over $500 
in mission and benevolent work last year. They 
have begun the new year in a very fine way by 
sponsoring a new work in Melvindale, one of the 
neighboring communities, to which they have given 
members and money. This group meets in the Mel
vindale High School and is probably the newest con
gregation in the county. It has an attendance of 
around seventy-five. 

Lincoln Park 
2957 Fort at Progress 
Lincoln Park, Mich. 

Lincoln Park, a community of thirty thousand, 
about twelve miles west of Detroit, saw a group 
established December 1, 1925. These people were 
from Vinewood and River Rouge who began meeting 

in a home at 1022 Mayflower Street, 
with Hugh Hemingway preaching 
the first sermon. The congregation 
met in a dwelling at the corner of 
Chandler and Progress until 1947, 
when it moved into a new base
ment building at Fort Street and 
Progress. Fort Street is one of the 
Detroit area's most traveled thor-

R . u. 1>1ttma.o oughfares. The church is well lo-
cated. The superstructure was 

completed and occupied in March, 1953, while Roy 
Akers was minister. He did a fine work here. The 
membership is two hundred twenty-five, Bible school 
attendance is two hundred five, with the Sunday 
morning attendance average slightly in excess of 
three hundred. K. Dale Pittman, who was perse
cuted as one of Christ's servants in Italy, is now the 
minister. William 0. Mitchell, Jr., now at Trenton, 
worked until the first of January, 1956, completing 
three years at Lincoln Park. During his ministry, 
two Sunday morning services were started, Bible 
school attendance increased from one hundred ten 
to a record of two hundred seventy-five, and con
tributions rose from $125 per week to a high of $510, 
averaging well over $400 weekly for the last six 
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months. Additions for these three years averaged 
about fifty per year. 

This is n fine church with a stable membership 
and has one of the brightest futures. Brother Pitt
man is a conscientious workman, a sound thinker, 
has a wise head nnd is a man of faith. His enthusi
asm will bear fruit. The former preachers are: J. W. 
Shepherd, Clatus Anderson, Roy Akers, Elza Huf
fard, Doyle Earwood, Vestal Chaffin, and A. B. 
Gunter. Unlike some of the older sections of De
troit, which have a large turnover, Lincoln Park is 
a most stable community of homes. Almost $2,000 
was spent in mission work and benevolence in 1955. 
Contributions for 1955 were $20,000. 

Dearborn 
7350 Chase Road 

The city of Dearborn, with a population of more 
than 100,000, joins Detroit on the west. In some sec
tors it is difficult for one to tell whether he is in De

troit or Dearborn because of the un
even boundaries between the two. 

It was on August 4, 1929, that a 
group of one hundred persons met 
and determined to begin a congre
gation in this, the home of Henry 
Ford and the Ford Motor Company. 

;.~ or the early members of this group, 
,.. which included such persons as the 

1.. Arnold Watson Jack Hoovers, the Dan Felskcs, the 
Paul McAllisters, and the L. C. 

Derryberrys, only one remains active in the Dear
born Church. She is Sister Rcnada Perrin, who for 
years has been a teacher in the Dearborn schools. 

Feeling the need for a work in this section, these 
young people combined their resources and concrete 
results were not long in becoming evident. In 1930 
lots were purchased at the comer of Chase Road and 
Gould, the site of the present building. In coopera
tion with the Hamilton congregation, a portable 
building was secured and placed at the rear of the 
property. With growing enthusiasm, the temporary 
structure was soon to become inadequate. Ground 
was broken for n new basement building on No
vember 13, 1936, when the congregation had only 
$1,500 in the treasury. But faith and hard work 
saw the project, costing $12,000, completed and ready 
for occupancy the following August. 

Finally, in 1942, the upper part of the budding 
was completed at a cost of about $45,000, with still 
another addition of classrooms and office space being 
completed in 1954 at an additional cost of $42,500. 
The Dearborn Church has always been missionary 
minded. A helping hand was given to Grand Rapids, 
Mich., in 1930. In the ensuing years, aid was forth
coming to Ypsilanti, Plymouth, Jackson, Wayne, 
West Dearborn, Monroe, and Adrain. In 1956, this 
congregation plans to use thirty-two per cent of its 
total income for missionary and benevolent work. 

Some of the best known brethren in the nation 
have conducted special meetings at Dearborn, while 
those who have serv<:>d as local evangelists include: 
E. Gaston Collins, A. W. Hastings (who did much 
work in the area before moving to Chicago), T. W. 
Phillips, H. A. Utley, Robert M. Alexander, the late 
Paul F. Edwards, and L. Arnold Watson. Brother 
Watson is now in his sixth year as the minister. 
Born in Idaho, he was trained at Abilene Christian 
and George Pepperdine Colleges. Brother Watson 
is an effective man in the pulpit, a promoter of sound 
organization, a good student, and probably conducts 
more evangelistic meetings than anyone now work
ing in the area. 

Dearborn's budget has been consistently high 
through the years. With one of the better buildings, 
a splendid home for the minister, and with enthusi
astic membership, it has been a credit to Detroit and 
Dearborn for many years. 

Strathmoor 
145<X) Greenfield 

The Strnthmoor congregation was an outgrowth 
of Vinewood and other churches in Detroit when 
sev<'ral members li\'ing in the Northwest section of 
town decided to begin a work in that area. This was 

done March 31, 1935. Its leader
ship went from Vinewood and Lin
coln Park, but other members from 
Hnm1lton, West-Side Central and 
Dearborn soon swelled the num
ber. Starting in an abandoned bank 
building, a hall was next secured 
in which the group met until 1939. 
H. H. Adamson, then the beloved 

l'urmnn nearnan minister at Vinewood, encouraged 
them much in those early years. 

A lot was bought near a very busy intersection and 
by volunteer Inbor a frnme building was erected and 
occupied in 1939 at 14500 Greenfield. In 1945 a 
preacher's home was bought and in 1949, when J. 
Harvey Dykes was the active preacher, an $80,000 
sixteen-room educational building was constructed. 
All church property is now free of debt. Norman 
H. Beaman has been minister of the church since 
November 1, 1950. Previous ministers have been 
John Stewart, 0. K. Alexander, A. J. Bachman nnd 
J. Harvey Dykes. The church made steady progress 
through the yenrs they served. There are three 
elders and seven deacons. 

Brother Beaman, who moved to Strathmoor after 
an effective and growing work at West Dearborn, 
was educated at Abilene Christian College and a 
seminary in Chicago. He has preached at Freer, 
Texns, Rockford, Ill., Bardstown Road, Louisville, 
Ky., and was at West Dearborn for five years. 

Like all beginning groups, at least in this aren, 
Strathmoor has had its struggles, but is now on the 
way, we believe, to greater things. It is planning to 
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erect a $100,000 building where its old structure 
stood. This frame building has been sold and moved 
away only recently. The church meets temporarily 
for worship in the educational wing. It is hoped 
that construction can proceed apace this year so that 
within a few months it may enter a new auditorium 
seating over five hundred. About $25,000 was con
tributed in 1955 but a budget of $35,000 is planned 
for 1956. It is planning to concentrate upon mission 
work in the state of Michigan where it is so badly 
needed. 

East-End 
Charle' oix ar W'a> burn 

'l'hc> East-End Church was established May 19, 
1935, when a group of brethren from f<'airview be
gan conducting services in a hall on East Jefferson 
Avenue. Gerald E. Montgomery, T. E. Wells and 

M. F. Binkley were among the 
leaders. A temporary house of 
worship was erected later in 1937 
which was occupied until October 
10, 1948. It was sold and the church 
met in a hall from then to the end 
of 1950 at which time its new build
ing at Charlevoix and Wayburn, in 
Grosse Pointe Park, was completed. 
Stanley J. A. Maclnery was the 
active preacher at the time. The 

East-End Church has been self-supporting from its 
very beginning, through the dark days of depression, 
and has aided in preaching the gospel in mission 
points, caring for the orphaned, the aged and the 
poor. It was instrumental in starting the East-Side 
Central Church. 

Outstanding work was done by Charles H. Cole
man for six years and later by Stanley J. A. Mac-
1 nery. L. I •. Yeagley, now past eighty and living 
at the "Home for the Aged," Romeo, was the first 
regular preacher for the congregation. Some of the 
strongest preachers of the brotherhood have con
ducted meetings for this church. Other men who 
have served ns preachers are: Jules Estes, H. C. 
Green, Thetus Pritchard, Carl G. Smith and Seth E. 
Wineinger. November, 1952, saw \\7• B. Weaver be
gin work with East-End. He is a faithful preacher 
and a hard worker and a humble Christian. The 
work has made steady progress since, perhaps dou
bling its strength. 

Northwest 
5151 Oakman Boule' ard 

The Northwest congregation is in one of the best 
buildings in the area, at 5151 Oakman Boulevard. 
This is in the Northwest section and the congrega
tion was started in 1940. Most of the members came 
from West-Side Central. The membership is now 
three hundred, with a Bible school attendance of two 

hundred ten and an average Sundny morning attend
ance of three hundred seventy. This church is 

Warren Jones 

one of the most faithful and active 
congregations in the area. It has 
helped greatly in the supervision of 
the Home for the Aged at Romeo, 
Mich., thirty-five miles north of De
troit. We are giving here n short 
history of this home although it is 
not in Wayne County. Last year, a 
parking lot was completed costing 
$5,000 and an educational unit to in
clude eight rooms is planned. War

ren S. Jones, class of '48, David Lipscomb College, 
has been the minister since December, 1952. The 
cldership is composed of four brethren, one of the 
strongest cldership groups in Detroit, and there arc 
eight deacons. 

Former ministers are: J. S. Greer, L. Daniel 
Harless, and Robert L. Johnson. The church is a 
sound one with an enthusiastic, zealous point of 
view, nnd is located in a fine area. Great things arc 
expected of it. Twenty-five thousand dollars was 
contributed in 1955 and the budget has been increased 
in 1956. Brother Jones is a fine song leader and a 
good preacher, is well liked and is currently work
ing on his Ph.D. degree in Speech at Wayne Uni
versity. 

HOME FOR THE AGED, ROMEO, MICH. 

In 1941 a move was started to build a Home for 
Aged Christians in the area. The project was under
taken by individuals who worked long and hard 
against great odds. Eventually, the eldership of 
Northwest was asked to take the oversight and carry 
it forward to completion. L. C. Utley was selected 
as Superintendent and at the present time around 
twenty to thirty aged Christians enjoy the comforts 
and wholesome companionship of this home. This 
work, to which approximately $100,000 has been do
nated, is a credit.to Northwest and Detroit. 

Eastown 
8903 St. C)Til 

Through the efforts of Voris Russell, later an 
elder of the congregation, the Eastown Church, lo
cated at 8903 St. Cyril at Georgia Street, came into 
being because of wartime restrictions on gasoline 

and travel. After several moves 
from temporary quarters, the con
gregation finally settled in its own 
property at Van Dyke and Duncan. 
The same superhighwny which de
stroyed the old West-Side Central 
building also made it necessary for 
this congregation to move again. 
A generous appraisal from the state 

Miiiard r.ortt•. Jr. made it possible for them to pur-
chase ancl renovate their present 

building. The first service was held in this building 
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November 12, 1950. Gerald E. Montgomery began 
his more than eight years of work with them in 
June, 1945. He was primarily responsible for the 
building at Van Dyke and Duncan which had to be 
built during wartime when materials were highly 
restricted. The present Eastown building is ap
praised at about $100,000, the church having added 
much to it since it was bought. This building will 
seat a maximum of four hundred fifty. The mem
bership is one hundred eighty-nine; Bible school at
tendance one hundred forty; and average Lord's day 
morning attendance is about two hundred fifty. 
There are three elders and two deacons. Former 
preachers: Walter Neal, J . Edward Alexander, Ger
ald E. Montgomery, Newman Leonard, and cur
rently, MilJard Loftis, who began in October of 1955, 
having served previously at Hazel Park and River 
Rouge. At the time Brother Loftis began the work, 
a home for the preacher was purchased. Last year 
$12,675 was contributed but a larger budget is 
planned for this year. Brother Loftis and the elders 
are ambitious to do greater things in 1956 than be
fore. 

From the beginning of the work in Italy, this 
congregation has had an active part. 

H2ycs Avenue 
Hayes nt Chelsea 

One of the leaders in the Italian mission work 
bas been the Hayes Avenue congregation, which 
spent $3.850 In mission and benevolence work last 
year. One of Its elders, W. H. Hatcher, is the father 
of William Hatcher, one of the first missionaries in 
Italy who Is now preaching in Texas. The church 
has a membership of one hundred eighty-seven; a 
Bible school attendance of one hundred sixty-five 
and a Sunday morning attendance of two hundred 
thirty. Paul Randolph is the preacher and is also 
studying for the Ph.D. degree at :the University of 
Michigan. He formerly preached at Redford. Started 
in 1941 by the Fairview congregation, the church 
began meeting in a store building at Kelly and 
Hayes. The present attractive building was erected 
in 1946. An addition was constructed in 1953, rais
ing the present seating capacity to two hundred sev
enty-five. Former preachers include Harmon Black, 
Gerald Montgomery, E. L. Freeland, and Floyd 
Wiley. William D. Medearis was the first preacher 
giving full time to the work and it was while he 
was there that the present building was erected. 
Charles H. Coleman is a heartwarming, sincere 
Christian gentleman, an excellent preacher and one 
to keep peace in the church. He was minister at 
Hayes from January, 1949-1955. Brother Coleman's 
father is a gospel preacher in Middle Tennessee, a 
veteran of the word. The brethren at Hayes arc 
conscientious, zealous, and determined to advance 
the cause in their region. Under the blessings of 
God, Hayes will continue to prosper. During 1955, 
a brick residence was purchased for the minister. 

Uast-Side Central 
1511 Van Dyke 

East-Side Central, 1511 Van Dyke, was in its own 
basement after beginning in 1943. A group of nine
teen members met in the Field School to start this 
effort. Vestal Chaffin became the first full-time 

preacher. During the ministry of 
Connie L. Wyatt, a new building 
superstructure seating over six 
hundred was erected. Brother 
Wyatt did a fine work here and is 
an efficient church builder. Other 
ministers who have contributed 
much to the East-Side Central 
Church are Ernest Fletcher and 

t;rncn b~wart Hugo Allmond. Ernest 0. Stewart, 
Jr., one of the finest men of the 

Detroit area, began with this congregation Novem
ber, 1955, after doing a good work with the church 
at Fairview about four miles away. Brother Stewart 
is a graduate of David Lipscomb College. He is a 
fine co-worker with Influence in the Detroit nrea. 
The church is one of the largest congregations of 
the area and has n Sunday morning attendance of 
five hundred. Its membership is three hundred 
eighty-five and there are two elders and four dea
cons. The Bible school averages about two hun
dred fifty in attendance. The annual budget for 
1956 bas been increased to $41,600, the largest in 
Wayne County. In 1955 $33,800 was given. An in
teresting thing about this church is that a large 
number of members were from Jackson County, 
Tenn. These people who have moved into the city 
fn the last few yenrs are energetic, active, and have 
fnith in their future. Some of the best Christians 
in the city are to be found in this group. About 
$2,000 was spent in mission and benevolence in 1955 
but plans arc afoot to increase their missionary ap
propriation. 

Easr Seven ~file Road 
11100 East Seven Mile Road 

Started in 1949, the congregation at 11100 East 
Seven Mile Road is well housed in a substantial 
brick building, entered January 23, 1955. This build

ing will seat four hundred fifty 
when completed and is forty-two 
by one hundred ten feet. This 
building is valued at $65,000, is well 
located and continual growth is to 
be expected. It had met since De
cember 11, 1949, in a hall at Seven 
Mile and Van Dyke in the eastern 
part of the city. E. L. Freeland has 

£. rreeJand been the minister since the· begin-
ning. Brother Freeland is a grad

uate of Freed-Hardeman College and is a successful 
businessman. The church started with only twenty
four at the Sunday morning worship and recently 
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the attendance was one hundred ninety-four. The 
contribution in 1955 averaged over $200. One young 
man from this church is now at Freed-Hardeman 
College studying for the ministry. Membership at 
present is one hundred ten. Brother Freeland is a 
good preacher and the members are workers. Much 
good has already come from their combined efforts. 

Redford 
16760 Lahscr Road 

Another work with a bright future is that at 
Redford, 16760 Lahser Road, about ten miles north
west of the City Hall. Charles H. Coleman, who 
always docs a fine job and is one of the best keepers 

of peace in the brotherhood, is their 
minister, having begun in October, 
1955. The quality of the member
ship is excellent. It started in 1943 
in an inadequate hall, but for a 
number of years has met in its own 
small frame building. The church 
owns a number of lots on Lahser 
Road and plans to build soon. It 

Chas. 11. co1,,man gave $18,000 in 1955, has a mem-
bership of one hundred fifty, a 

Bible school attendance of one hundred fifty and a 
Sunday morning average attendance of one hundred 
ninety. Elders are Brethren Hugh Hemingway and 
Burton. Brother Hemingway has been actively con
nected with the work of the church for some forty 
years. His son, Wayne, is connected with a Bible 
school in Arkansas. With its heavy building pro
gram, it still gave over $900 in missionary and benev
olence work in 1955. Located in a growing and sta
ble part of Detroit, possessed of vision, initiative and 
sound point of view, Redford may well become in 
the years ahead one of the strong churches of the 
area. Claud F. Witty, after his retirement from 
West-Side Central, preached for some time and 
most recently, Paul G. Randolph was its preacher. 

THE COLORED BRETHREN 
Work among the colored brethren dates back to 

1918 when a group began holding services at 9 Su
perior Street. From that address they moved to 
4100 SL Antoine Street and took the name of the 
St. Antoine church of Christ. In 1934 they pur
chased the building at 7825 Cameron Avenue, from 
the white brethren, and the cause of New Testa
ment Christianity began to prosper more rapidly 
among the members of their race. Today, in Wayne 
County, there are six or more congregations which 
are composed of colored brethren, all of which en
joy fellowship with each other as well as all other 
churches of Christ in the area. These congregations, 
the largest of which meets on Joseph Campau and 
Jay Streets, claim a total of more than 1,200 mem
bers with a yearly budget, based on expenditures 

in 1955, in excess of $63,000. This is a record of 
which the Detroit area can well be proud. Here 
are brief histories of the various groups. 

Joseph Campau at Jay 
The Joseph Campau congregation was started in 

February, 1945, as an outgrowth of a crowded con
dition in the Cameron Avenue building. The orig
inal group numbered one hundred fifteen and they 
have now grown to five hundred seventy-five. In 
1955 they spent in excess of $23,000 and plan an even 
larger budget in 1956. Their Bible school averages 
one hundred fifty with an attendance at Sunday 
morning services of about three hundred fifty. 

D. J . Bynum was the first preacher to work with 
the brethren at this location. He was followed by 
the present minister, Orum Lee Trone. Brother 
Trone is a very energetic and capable minister of 
the gospel. Appearing on a weekly radio program 
over WEXL, his voice is known to a vast audience 
outside his own congregation. Joseph Campau has 
done considerable benevolent work and is mission
ary minded. Already supporting a work in Bald
win, Mich., they plan also to establish new congre
gations in the Northwest and Northeast sections of 
the city. 

Cameron A venue 
7825 Cameron Avenue 

As already stated, the building at 7825 Cameron 
Avenue was purchased by our colored brethren in 
1934. This building originally housed the third con

gregation established in Detroit. 
When the church outgrew its build
ing and the property on Joseph 
Campau was purchased, many of 
the members remained behind and 
began what they style the "New 
Cameron church of Christ." Their 
average attendance now on Lord's 
day mornings is one hundred fifty-

A. c. uou five. The annual budget approxi-
mates $10,000. A. C. Holt has served 

as minister since 1944. He is widely known and 
respected throughout the nrea. He has done work 
in Nashville, Tenn., and Atlanta, Ga. He was also 
instrumental in helping start the Nashville Chris
tian Institute in 1940 to 1943. The Cameron Ave
nue building is small and inadequate. The congre
gation is now planning to buy or build another place. 

Ford Avenue 
1505 Ford 

The Ford A venue congregation actually began 
back in 1924 as a mission effort out of the St. An
toine Church. Some of the members of the latter 
group moved to Highland Park and with T. H. York 
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and Otis McGill the work got underway on LaBelle 
Street near Lincoln. Its growth has been gradual 
but sure. Today the membership is about one hun
dred twenty-five with average attendance around 
one hundred fifty. Several well-known preachers 
have served the congregation through the years. 
The present minister is Alonzo Rose who came here 
from Atlanta, Ga., in 1953. This group has an an
nual budget of about $9,000 and plnns in the near 
future to enlarge their auditorium and add some 
needed classrooms. 

\X7 est-Side 
CJ025 \X'oodro'' 

About one hundred seventy-five members com
pose tlw West-Side Church which meets at 6025 
Woodrow Street. It was started in 1943 through 

the cooperation of the Cameron 
Avenue congregation. D. J. By
num and Richard Fleming did 
much to encourage this work 
which was rather slo\v to "catch 
on." But grow it did with John 
Kolb, G. E. Steward and J. 0. Wil
liams serving successively as hard
working evangelists. Z e bed e e 

z . 111111011 Bishop is the present minister. He 
was formerly a member of the 

Ford A venue Church but began his work at West
Side in July, 1954. The annual budget for this group 
is around $12,000 with most of their resources being 
used at home to get their facilities improved and 
comparable to those of sister congregations. 

Inkster, Mich. 
3555 I Iarrison 

The youngest and smallest of our colored con
gregations is located in Inkster, Mich., west of De
troit. It was started in October, 1954, and now num
bers fifty members with about seventy-five in at
tendance on Sunday mornings. No regular minister 
was employed until the fall of 1955, but various 
brethren, both white and colored, helped with the 
teaching and preaching program. Last September, 
Homer Black from Fairmont, W. Va., was asked to 
sc>rve as minister of the group. He had worked be
fore that in Florida and Ohio. The congregation 
meets in a store building which they now own and 
plan soon to remodel for more effective work. Their 
annual budget approximates $5,000. 

River Rouge 
406 Halford A\'cnuc 

In 1922 work was begun in River Rouge under 
the leadership of W. C. Baldwin. From the corner 
of Hall and Beechwood Streets, they moved to their 

present location on Halford near Hall. With a mem
bership of around sixty-five and a budget of $4,000 
they continue to do a constructive job in their field. 
Eddie Collins has served the congregation as min
ister for the past two years. A new mission to be 
located in Romulus Township is being planned by 
these brethren at the present time. 

Flat Rock 
lluron Ri\'er Drhe at hecks Boulevard 

The church in Flat Rock had its beginning in 
1934 when sixteen members, assisted by A. B. 
Gunter, began keeping house for the Lord. The 
church has had a slow but steady growth. "Mutual 

edification" was practiced for about 
eleven years with Brother Gunter 
and other local men and preachers 
from neighboring congregations do
ing the preaching. In 1945 Artis 
Ford become full-time evangelist 
and continued until January, 1956, 
at which time he moved to Garrett, 
Ind. The present preacher is Robert 

11ub nuchanan Buchanan, a young man graduated 
from Freed-Hardeman Co 11 e g c, 

who is engaged in his first ministry. The group in 
Finl Rock erected n meetinghouse in 1936 and in
creased its size in 1953. The church has three ciders 
and three deacons. They are planning a new church 
home in the near future to be erected on some lots 
purchased recently. Their membership numbers 
one hundred thirty-five-Bible school attendance is 
one hundred fifty, and the Sunday morning attend
ance averages one hundred eighty. Flat Rock is 
twenty-five miles south of Detroit and has a popu
lation of nhout 5,000 in the nrea. 

South Dearborn 
9935 Tuxedo 

South Dearborn Church, 9935 Tuxedo, was begun 
January 8, 1939; an outgrowth of Vinewood, River 
Rouge and Lincoln Park members. About thirty
fivc met originally. This membership has now 
grown to one hundred sixty. The Bible school of 
ninety, Sunday morning worship of one hundred 
fifty gives us a picture of its present size. Ministers 
hnvc been Floyd Wiley, serving from 1952 through 
1!>55, Connie Wyatt, Neal Penny, Ralph Smith, Ray 
Davidson, and William }foll. Brother Wiley, one of 
the most personable men in the Detroit area, is em
ployed as a Refrigeration Engineer by the Ford Mo
tor Company. He has assisted a number of churches 
and is presently supplying a number of pulpits. 
Brother Floyd is another one of those fine men in 
the area whose activities have been a blessing to 
the church. This congregation is surrounded lnrgel) 
by a mixed population, very difficult to reach with 
the gospel. A Mohammedan Mosque is located 
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about two blocks away, but these brethren have not 
been deterred by the seemingly insurmountable dif
ficulties and have pressed on for the Lord. They 
spent over $500 in missionary and benevolent work 
last year. William Ellis, who did such n fine work at 
Allen Park, is currently the minister. Brother Ellis, 
a Postal employee, is a profound student of God's 
word. South Dearborn gave to Allen Park some of 
its finest leadership. Their building, at first a base
ment until about three years ago when they added 
a superstructure, seats about two hundred fifty. 

\\1 C!IC Dearborn 
21110 \X'cst Outer Orhc 

In the summer of 1943, Vincwood sent its min
ister, L. C. Bankhead, to West Dearborn to conduct 
a tent meeting. Later, meetings were begun in a 
school building and continued until 1950 when the 

church moved into its attractive, 
new building at 21110 West Outer 
Drive. This is a fine residential 
area and the church is well lo
cated. Norman H. Beaman, min
ister at the time the building was 
erected, wns nnd is a tireless 
worker, and their new building was 
largely clue to his efforts. Greater 

1. c. 1<01t~nb1h strides were made in growth, nnd 
ciders and deacons were appointed 

while he was there. In 1955, $17,000 was contributed. 
The membership is one hundred fifty, Bible school 
attendance is one hundred twenty-five and Sunday 
morning attendance around two hundred. There 
are three ciders and three deacons. The first 
preacher was Paul Watson, followed by N. H. Bea
man ancl Warren S. Jones, who served well for two 
years. Their present minister, E. C. Koltenbah, be
gan May 1, 1053, moving here frorn Indiana. He is 
an able student of the word and well regarded by 
his fellow preachers. 

Garden Cicy 
1657 Middlehelt Road 

A few months after completing their building, 
the Wayne Church responded to a need for a church 
in Garden City, by leasing a store building and fi
nancing the start, together with several sister co11-

gregations. William Medearis, lo
cal preacher for the Wayne con
gregation, preached the first ser
mon and for many months taught 
regular Bible classes in the new 
church. Preaching at the begin
ning was supplied by various con
gregations in the area. Clifton Wil
lis was the first regular evangelist 

c. Allmond He was succeeded by Coleman K. 
Allmond who has preached reg

larly smce June of 1952. Brother Allmond is a grad-

uate of both !<"'reed-Hardeman and Florida Christian 
College. He did local work in l''lorida while attend
ing school and until recently supported himself by 
secular labor. The growth and progress of the 
church has been excellent during his ministry. In 
the past few weeks they have moved into their new 
building, the nuditorium of which scats four hun
dred. Their average Sunday morning attendance is 
one hundred eighty-two with a present membership 
of one hundred forty. They have one hundred 
twenty in attendance at Bible school. Their build
ing is a credit to the work in the area, and was 
erected at a cost below its real value. Much work 
was contributed by the membership. Garden City, 
largely n community of small homes,.is located be
tween Dcnrborn and Wayne, in western Wayne 
County. 

Plymouth 
9451 South Main Street 

Plymouth, twenty-five miles west of Detroit, is 
known to every small boy in America, for here is 
made the Daisy air rifle. A pleasant little town not 
far removed from the busy hum of Detroit, yet close 

enough to be a part of the vast 
metropolitan area, Plymouth now 
boasts an energetic group of which 
W. Herman Neill is minister. There 
arc several elders and deacons. One 

_. of these elders, Clark G. Finley, is 
a Vinewood product, and the work 

~~ was greatly aided when he moved 
~ ... into Plymouth. Others \vho have 

w. n. Neill helped the work are Almon P. Mc-
Allister, Cameron Sinclair, and 

Robert C. Hampton. Brother McAllister, a tool
maker by tracle, and a prencher by choice, has helped 
another church or two in this area to get started, 
and his aid at Plymouth was great. It was while he 
was there that the building presently occupied was 
built, largely with the labor of the hands of the few 
brethren then worshiping there. This congregation 
of one hundred twenty-five members began in 1938, 
moving about from hall to hall for a few years until 
the present building was erected in 1949. In 1956, 
these brethren plan to double their seating capacity, 
rnising it to about three hundred, nnd adding several 
classrooms, raising this number to ten. Present 
Bible school attendance is one hundred thirty-five 
and Sunday morning worship attendance is one hun
dred seventy-five. In 1955, $13,300 was contributed, 
of which more than $1,900 went to mission work and 
benevolence. The church nlso helped to establish 
a mission at South Lyons, a few miles west of Ply
mouth, in 1955. The budget for 1956 calls for 
$15,600. Brother Neill is aiding the work and help
ing it to continue progressively. He is a mature 
gospel preacher of the type needed in mission areas. 
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Romulus 
37133 Goddard Road 

On April 1, 1953, former members of the Wayne 
and Wyandotte congregations began meeting in 

Romulus. This group now num
bers an average of one hundred 
twenty on Sunday mornings, with 
a budget of about $8,000. Two con
gregations have been started by 
this church-one in Belleville and 
the other in Eureka Heights. Plans 
are now being made to erect a 
building on South Wayne Road 

c. corliren which will seat around two hun-
dred fifty. Cecil Corkren has been 

the only evangelist used by the brethren in Romulus. 
He came from the church at Clanton, Ala., having 
attended the Alabama Christian College at Mont
gomery. 

Belleville 
Third and Charles S1rects 

On Mny 8, 1955, Cecil Corkren of the Romulus 
congregation began a series of meetings in Belle
ville. Arrangements were then made to form a 
church there. From the churches in Romulus, Flat 
Rock and Ypsilanti, recruits were drawn and the 
group began meeting in the Odd-Fellows Hall. Plans 
arc now being laid to purchase property and build 
a suitable place of worship. Membership is forty 
with average attendance on Sunday morning of 
about sixty. 

Eureka Heights 
Eureka I lcighc~ School 

Another work closely associated with the Rom
ulus congregation is found in Eureka Heights, which 
is a section of Taylor Center, about eighteen miles 
from downtown Detroit. Willard Dodson, of the 
Romulus Church, rented the school building and 
began holding services. The Romulus congregation 
donated $200 and twenty-five members. The mem
bership is now thirty and the average Sunday morn
ing attendance is fifty. With an expected budget of 
around $5,000 this group now plans to buy lots and 
begin construction of a building in the near future. 
There is a close connection between Romulus, Belle
ville and Eureka Heights. 

Dearborn Township 
Clara B. Ford School 

One of the more recently established congrega
tions in Wayne County is that in the Clara B. Ford 
School on West Outer Drive and is composed of 
former members of Chase Road in Dearborn. Known 
as the Dearborn Township congregation, it has re-

cently had one hundred fifty-four in the morning 
worship and one hundred twenty-four in Bible 
school. Contributions are also excellent and al
though having been established September 11, 1955, 
the church has paid $5,000 down on a two and one
third acre site which cost $26,000. This property is 
located on West Outer Drive in a fine residential 
area. Much personal work has already been done. 
Some of the members of this young congregation are 
rising young executives who seek to build n sub
stantial work in Dearborn's western sector. 

Van Born 
2li033 Van Born Road 

When the church in Taylor Center became self
supporting, Elmer Netherton and his family, with 
the assistance of his sister and her husband, Brother 
and Sister Bennie Way, began the work in Inkster, 

Mich., known as the Van Born con
gregation. The church had its be
ginning in October, 1948, and its 
present membership is ninety, with 
an average Sunday morning at
tendance of one hundred twenty
five. They have around fifty for 
their Bible school. The church 
meets in its own building and has 
purchased lots, intending to erect 
a new meetinghouse as soon as pos

sible. T. R. Jones, a graduate of Freed-Hardeman 
and Murray State Teachers College, Murray, Ky., 
has been the local evangelist since February, 1954. 
Prior to 1954 he had done local work in Western 
Kentucky. Former preachers for the Van Born 
Church include Elmer Netherton, Carl York Smith, 
Foy Cherry, Willard Dodson and William Driskell. 

Livonia 
Bentley High School 

One of the most encouraging factors in the over
all picture of the work in Wayne County is the es
tablishment of the church in communities surround
ing Detroit. This has been going on at the rate of 
two or three a year for some time. An outstanding 
example of rapid progress is the church in Livonia 
which began meeting in the Bentley High School 
the last Sunday in March, 1955. From a beginning 
of about eighty members who left the Strathmoor 
Church to begin this work, they have grown in less 
than a year to a membership of one hundred twelve. 
They have n Bible school of around ninety and a 
Sunday morning worship service averaging one hun
dred twenty-five. They are fully organized with 
three elders and five deacons. They are helping two 
other churches-have purchased and paid for a large 
tract of land at a cost of $5,500 and with $6,500 in the 
building fund anticipate building within a year or 
two. Since beginning. a n11mher of young men of 
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the area have been used in preaching, including 
William Burke, William Ellis, Dale Brown and 
Dieter Goebel. Brother Goebel, a young German 
converted by Otis Gatewood, is now married to an 
American girl. He is in school, studying Hebrew 
and Greek, intending to go back to Germany to spend 
his life working with his people. 

Trenton 
2650 Grange Road 

Trenton is another of the down-river churches 
and has a building forty-five by eighty-five feet, cost
ing $38,000. It is located at 2650 Grange Road, and 
was started by twelve people living in Trenton who 

saw the need for a congregation 
and began services in May, 1952. 
William 0. Mitchell, Jr., who did 
a very effective work at East Ridge 
in Chattanooga and at Lincoln 
Park, about ten miles from Tren
ton, began the work there J nnuary 
l, 1956. The church owns a $16,000 
preacher's home, bought when 

wm. o. l\llkhell Billy moved to Trenton. The total 
indebtedness of this church of fifty 

members is now about $31,000. The Bible school av
erages one hundred ten in attendance and the Sun
day morning worship about one hundred fifty. Re
cently, we called Billy's home and found that he had 
gone to the jail to talk to a man whom he wns seek
ing to convert. He is probably one -of the most ef
fective personal workers anywhere. He is a deeply 
sincere Christian gentleman. The present audi
torium seats about two hundred fifty and has four 
classrooms. Upon completion of a new auditorium, 
the old structure will serve as an educational build
ing. Their budget for 1956 calls for $18,000. Trenton 
has a population of about 10,000 and is between Flat 
Rock and Detroit, southwest of the city. 

Wyandotte 
Twtnticth at Oak 

The church in Wyandotte meets in a $75,000 build
ing located at Twentieth and Oak Streets and in 
1953 purchased a preacher's home for $12,400. At 
the present time there is an indebtedness of less 

than $7,000. The congregation is 
unique in that all of this has been 
accomplished without once asking 
for, nor receiving any help outside 
their local membership. The church 
began in March of 1944 when 
twenty members from the Lincoln 
Park ChW"ch felt the necessity of 
establishing the work in the ad-

Pau1 wanu joining community ·Of Wyandotte. 
This is one of the down-river com

munities near Detroit on the Detroit River twenty 
miles from downtown. It Is near Lake Erie and has 

a population of 50,000. Vernon Magee, a part-time 
preacher with a full-time zeal, was the first preacher. 
In October of 1945, A. J. Kerr began regular work 
with the chW"ch and it was during his ministry that 
the church purchased four lots in 1950 and began 
construction of the present building which has been 
occupied as a meeting place for the church since 
1952. In 1953 the preacher's home was secured and 
in August of that year, Paul J. Waller, the present 
efficient evangelist, began his labors with the con
gregation. Brother Waller's educational bnckground 
includes Freed-Hardeman College; Murray State 
Teachers College, Murray, Ky., and Southwest State 
Teachers College, of Springfield, Mo., where he did 
local work with the church before coming to the 
Detroit area. Although they report the loss of more 
than a hundred members due to moving away, the 
church is growing to the extent that an expansion 
program is planned. The present membership is 
two hundred, Bible school attendance two hundred 
fifty, and Sunday morning worship attendance three 
hundred. The members contributed $22,200 in 1955 
and approximately $4,000 was spent in mission and 
benevolence. 

Wayne 
34507 Fourth Strtet 

From a small group of Christians living in the 
Wayne area in 1941 when the work was begun, the 
church has grown to a membership of two hundred 
forty-five, with an average attendance on Sunday 

morning of two hundred fifty. 
Their Bible school attendance is 
around one hundred ninety. Most 
of the "charter'' members were 
worshiping with Detroit congrega
tions (East Dearborn, West-Side 
Central and Vinewood), but be
cause of the distance involved in 
driving back and forth it was 

1ottJ1b r. Jones thought expedient to begin a work 
in Wayne. This is an old town of 

about 10,000 population, twenty miles west of De
troit. The progress of the church hns more than 
proved the wisdom of this move. Within a year the 
church had moved from rented halls into its own 
basement building where the first service was held 
on December 20, 1942, when the late E. P. Watson 
was the preacher. Not content with a basement 
meetinghouse, it continued working on a building 
fund and on April 2, 1950, the first service was held 
in a completed auditorium, the construction and 
beauty of which would be a credit to any congrega
tion. Glynn Lumley, one of the elders, deserves 
much credit in overseeing this project and directing 
its erection. The contributions of the church were 
more than $18,000 in 1955 and the budget for 1956 
calls for $22,100. More than $4,000 was spent last 
year in mission and benevolence. E. P. Watson, upon 
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his death in 1944, was succeeded by his son, Paul 
Watson, who did a very fine work with the church 
until he was forced to discontinue preaching because 
of his health. William Medearis was the next local 
evangelist. He preached for several years and was 
followecl in May of 1953 by Joe F. Jones, who came 
to the Detroit area from Waterloo, Ind. Brother 
Jones has also done local work in California and 
Virginia. He holds degrees from David Lipscomb 
College, Pepperdine College, Vanderbilt University, 
and is presently working on a Ph.D. at University 
of Michigan. 

T••ylor Center 
23263 Goddard Ro.HI 

One of the blessings of God which we usually 
appreciate the least is his wonderful providence in 
making seemingly difficult and distressing circum
stances accomplish his will. Truly, "all things work 

together for good to them that love 
God." The church in Taylor Cen
ter began as a direct result of fi
nancial difficulties in the Elmer 
Netherton family. Brother Neth
erton had done some preaching 
and when he was unnble to drive 
back to Detroit each Lord's day 
because of lack of funds, he began 

Paul \\oods worship services in his home. This 
was in 1041 and for about a year 

the small group of Christians met in the Netherton 
home. At that time they were able to move into a 
rented store building and shortly thereafter pur
chased building lots and erected a meetinghouse. 
It was soon necessary to add a wing to the build
ing and at this writing they have almost completed 
a new auditorium which will seat four hundred. 
They plan to use the old building for classrooms. 
With a membership of two hundred, they have a 
Bible school attendance of two hundred twenty, and 
an a\'erage Sunday morning attendance of three 
hundred. Their contributions were $17,000 in 1955 
and the 1956 budget calls for nn expencHlure of 
$25,000. They spent $1,280 in mission and benev
olent work last year and intend to plant another 
church in Taylor Center during 1956. Hulan Knox 
was the first regular preacher, following Elml"r 
Netherton, who was killed in a railroad accident a 
number of years ago. He was followed by Morris 
Womack, Hoy Ledbetter and John R. Jones, an elder 
of the church who received full support while 
preaching. Paul A. Woods, who has done local work 
in Nebraska and California and who has degrees 
from Abilene Christian College and Har<ling C'ol
lege, began work with the church in January of 
l!J55. Taylor Center is a commumty of small homes 
about eighteen miles southwest of downtown Detroit. 

Allen Park 
I 4RRO Southfield 

Allen Park is a community of brick homes of 
substantial construction about twelve miles west of 
City Hall. Its restrictions arc high and its many 
home owners will no doubt live there for years to 

come. Seeing the need of a con
gregation in this area, Brother 
Groves of Vinewood and Floyd 
Agee, an elder at River Rouge, who 
lived in Allen Park, now of Cnl
iforma, engineered the beginning 
of this work in December, 1950, 
with Brother Groves preaching the 
first sermon. An enthusiastic ac-

r.eamon natt ccptance by River Rouge, South 
Dearborn, and Vinewood, of this 

project got the work off to a fast start. This has 
been one of the bright spots in the Detroit area. 
Barely five years old, the congregation gave $16,500 
in 1955, has its own building worth perhaps $60,000, 
and has an average Sunday morning attendance of 
two hundred with a high of two hundred thirty-five 
recently. The Bible school averages one hundred 
fifty. The membership is one hundred forty. Wil
liam Ellis, employed by the Post Office, served ad
mirably for about three years as their preacher. 
Brother Ellis is one of the most effective preachers 
and students not giving all his time to the work. This 
church has been blessed with energetic young men. 
Chester Simms, former elder at Strathmoor, with 
Brother Agee, gave these young men proper guid
ance. This church hns been most effective in doing 
the Lord's work in that area. Leamon Flatt, a young 
Freed-Hardeman College grnclunte, began work as 
the minister in July of 1955. Brother Flatt is well 
liked by the church. He hns a good personality. 
an excellent knowledge of the Scriptures, is n con
stant worker and makes many personal contacts. 
They plan to increase their budget to over $18,000 
in 1956 and the church is being made known in the 
community. Forty responded to the invitations in 
the last six months of 1955. 

A Final \X'ord 
This has been the story of Detroit and Wayne 

County churches of Christ, numbering thirty-eight. 
During the last wnr a young GI placed a sign in 
India which read "City Limits of Los Angeles." Al
though Detroit's metropolitan area is hardly that 
large it does cover considerable territory and in 
adding the adjoining counties of Oakland and Ma
comb, with their approximately one million resi
dents, we find twenty-one additional congregations. 
These people and these churches are closely tfod 
to Detroit, so that in these three counties we find 
fifty-nine congregations with an attendance of ap
proximately 10,000. Full fellowship exists except in 
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two cases but it is ardently hoped that these bar
riers may some day be removed. 

Churches in Detroit Arca 

In Detroit and Wayne County the estimated 
property evaluation owned by the churches is two 
million dollars, but they carry a total estimated debt 
of three hundred thousand dollars. It should be kept 
in mind that most of the growth in the area has oc
curred in the last fifteen years. This is virgin ter
ritory, so to speak. The fine fellowship existing in 
U1e mnin is not eclipsed anywhere. The monthly 
"preachers-elders-deacons-anybody meetings'' arc 
evidence of this. Each year a different man chair
mans these purely fellowship nfiairs. Nothing of 
"legislative" or binding nature is ever permitted 
here. Walter E. Bankes, East Detroit minister, is 
the current chairman. 

We have sought to present an impartial study 
of these churches in the hope that Christinns 
throughout the land may know of the work that is 
in progress in Detroit. Considering all factors, we 
are humbly grateful to "him from whom all bless
ings flow." 

1 lomc for the Agc<l-Homeo, .Mich. 
Very few Christians in the South realize that 

the church in the North has grown as it has during 
t11c past ten years. As a result of that growth we 
can now point to a ''Home Ior the Aged" where 
older Christian people are made more comfortable 
during the sunset of life. The church with which I 
work (Northwest in Detroit) has maintnined the 
oversight of the Home from its infancy to the pres
ent time. We have watched 1t grow with the help 
of thousands of brethren from a "big debt" to the 
present home which is entirely 1rec 1rom debt. But 
our work has JUSl begun. When a person starlS a 
good work and completes it he secs greater works 
and perhaps this is the way God keeps challenging 
us to greater things. We arc not able to house any
thing like the number of applicants we have for ad
m1ss1011. Every week we receive calls for admit
tance but we have no more room. Therefore, the 
directors of the home (our eldership) have decided 
to expand our facilities. Our plans call for expan
sion in segments so thnt we may finish n unit and 
use it as we are raising funds for another unit. At 
present we have about $13,000 to begin the first 
unit. We would like to have at least $25,000 to put 
up this first unit. There are thousands of Christians 
who will read this, some of whom will recognize my 
name. Will you help us in this effort? 

Warren S. Jones 
8833 Northlawn 
Detroit 4, Mich. 

CIT\' oP IH. llUllT 

t .a~tuwn, 890J lit. C'yrll 113>. 
Min. Mlllnrd Loftis. 

1:ast~Slde Centnl, 1511 Van D)•ke 
(14) Min E. 0 Stewart 

f'aln tew, 2500 Lemay (14). Min. 
Kenneth Edwards. 

Hayes ,\,·e~ 983S Hayes Ave 1131 
Min. Paul Randolph 

!'orl.hwest, 5151 Oakman Blvd. 
(4) Min Wnrrcn S. Jones 

ltl!dford, Ul'lGO Lnhscr ftoad 1191. 
Min Chas Coleman. 

ScHn llfllc, 11100 E. Seven ll11le 
!load. Min. Elwin :f'rccland 

~trathmoor, 14500 Grer.nfield 
(27). Mln N. H Beaman. 

\ 'lne"ood, 1937 Vlnewood (16). 
lltln. James D Groves. 

\\'ea;t-Sldc Cenl rnl, 16900 Puritan 
(27). Min G. E. Montgomery. 

WAl0 N I. COUNT\" 

,\lll'n l'&rk, 14880 Southfield. 
Min. Leamon Flatt. 

llclle~·llle, 1.0.0.F. Hall 3rd & 
Charles. Mln. Cecil Corkttn. 

flrarborn (l.ast), 7350 Chase 
Road Min. L. A. Wntson. 

Ul'atborn (South), 0935 Tuxedo. 
Min. Wm. Eilts. 

llrarborn (WHt), 21110 W Outer 
Drive. Min. E. C. Koltcnbah 

lll!art.orn ·ru\\ 11511111 <<"Iara II. 
Ford School), W. Outer Drive 
& Ann Arbor Trail. Co. Gor
den Rlce. 

l 'urrka Hclchts (E. II . llirh 
Sd1ool), l:urcka & Mlclcllebclt 
Hoad1. •roylor Township. Min. 
Willard Dobson. 

t lat uock, Huron River Drive & 
Sheeks Blvd. Min. Hobert 
nuchanan. 

<:ard~n City, 28754 Ford Rood. 
Min. C. Allmond. 

Grone Point l'ark, 1385 Way
bum (30). Min. W. B. Weaver. 

tllchland l'ark c11amllt•H1l. 252 
Tuxedo (3). Min. II. J. Black. 

lnkstrr (Van llorn), 2G033 Van 
norn Road. Min. T. R Jones. 

1.1n .... 1n Park, 2957 Fort St Min. 
K. D. Pittman. 

l\lehendale (Ulch School Hide.). 
Min. 

l'I) inouU1, 9451 So, Main St Min 
Hobt. Hampton. 

Ith er ttouce, 47 Cora ( 18). Min. 
R Holllngn; orth 

ttomulus, 37133 Coddnrd Road. 
Min. Cecil Corkren. 

'I aylor Center, 23263 Goddard 
Road. Min. Paul Woods. 

Trenton, ~ Cranae Road. Min. 
Wm. Mitchell. 

\\'a)ne, 34507 Sims, P. 0, Dox lGJ. 
Min. Joseph Jones. 

\\)andotte, 1812 Oak St. Min. 
P. J. Wallu. 

t'm.orum c·nvacm.~ 
I:-( MIClllGA.S 

lletrolt, Cameron, '1825 Cameron 
Ull. Min. A. C. Holt. 

l,.atd AH., 1505 Ford Ave. (38) 
Min A L Rhode. 

Jos ('ampau, 2.'IOO Jos Campau 
(7). Min. 0 L. Trone. 

\\'Ht-Side, G02S Woodrow ( 10) 
Min. Zeb Bishop. 

Ot I S l'ATf: 

Baldwin. on U S. Hwy 10 Co. 
Mn. ll. Curry, Box 117 A 
RH l. 

llruton ll11rbor, 404 Rerord Min 
P M Jon 

I lint.. 1Zl3 Nav ... da. lltln R M 
Moore. 

c:rund ll1111lds, SmlUt Court S.W. 
Min Jei::e l.cwls. 

Jackson, 3lfl Adams. Min. II 
McConnell. 

lift C:lemrns, 197 Broadway. Min 
Sam D. Corrett. 

lllnr Roure, 400 Halford. Min 
£ J. Collins 

• 
MACOl\111 COUN I'\' 

(Adjacent to \\'aynll Co.) 

Centerline (Kramer School), 8830 
£. Ten Mlle Ro:ad Min. Trelbt-r 
Acre. 

1:ast Uetrolt, 17500 E Nine Mlle 
Road. Min Walter E. Danlrns 

I :ast lldrolt ( lcKlnley rhaol), 
13174 Toephrr. Min Lester 
Allen. 

Mount Clt>mrns, 42 Moser Place. 
Min. B. C. Lee 

Homro, 125 Gata Ave. Min L 
C. Utley. 

ltos~\·illt>, 17415 F.. Elevl'n Mlle 
Road Min Ernest Scarbrough. 

St Clair Shores ( lleechwood 
School), Greater Mock & 
Trombley. Min. 

\'an D)'ke, ~ E. Nine Mlle 
Road. Min. Connie Wyatt 

O.\KJ,A:-0 U UlUS 1 \ ' 

lllrmlnrh:arn, 1152 Benncv1lle 
Min G. W. Utley. 

C'law110n, 4~ E. 14 Mlle Road 
Mln Wm. E Warren. 

l'armincton, 33200 W. Sevt•n Mlle 
Road. Min. Fulton Curtis. 

f erndale, 210 Hilton Road. Min 
T. C. Wilcox. 

thuel l'ark, 22154 Stephenson 
Hwy Min. CIUford Tucker 

Keeco Harbor, 3261 0 r chord 
Lake Road, P. o. Box 1108 
Min. Marvin HasUnp. 

I l\onla Cllenllry Ulch f;d1ool), 
Fcnkell & Hubbard. El R L. 
Douahcrt), 14231 Strathmoor, 
Detroit (27). 

PonUac, 1180 No. Perry. Min 
Milton Truex. 

Hoyal Oak, 115 So. Campbell. 
Min. Paul McCaughcy 

South Lyons (Washburn School), 
South Ten Mlle ROlld. Min 
Vernon McGee, 8314 Rose
mount, Detroit (28). 

Walled L&ke, 1367 Pontlnc Troll 
Min. Paul McAWster. 
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OUT :s·r ATt: AS D Tiil: 
ClTY OF Pl.l llo'T 

f'llnt (Brim>! Road), 1417 Bria· 
tol Road W. (7) . Min. G . L. 
Mann. 

Court Street, 821 E . Court St. 
(31. Min. L . R . Newell. 

Norlh Central, 502 W. Flint Park 
Dlvd. (5). l\Un. C. C. Burm. 

7.lmmerma.n, 2014 Zimmerman 
Ave (3) . Min. Hobart Ashby. 

Otrr STAT £ 

\drlan, 305 W. Beecher, Co. J . 
R l\lnndrcll, 305 Dennis. 

Akron (Tuscola Co.), 3555 School 
St w. E. Brlus (cider) . 

Ann Arbor , 530 W, Stadium 
Dlvd. Min. Chas. Bums. 

Dattle Creek ( 1.akevlew), IZ2 No. 
20th. Min. 

Bay City, 1213 So. Euclid. ?.Un. 
E. C. Maynard. 

Benton Harbor, lllOO Jdllton. ldlD. 
Eulon Knox. 

Co Id" ate r, Clark a t North 
Grand. Co. E . M Milton. 211!l5 
SheTmon. Soulh11eld Twap .. 
Detroit (19). 

Dcchrvllle, Maple & Mill Sta. 
Min. A. B . Casewell. 

Fenton. Community Bide. Min. 
Jlm Welker. 

Gladwl.D., ~ E. Grout St. Min. 
E. P . Lua. 

Grand Blanc, 11033 So. Center 
Road. M.ln. Allen Barber. 

C:r a nd ILa pfO.. (Bllrton D dr;bta), 
12'1 Mu n S.E. Min. C. L . 
Pur)'car. 

Grand llaptd1, 11111 Burton St. 
8.W. M in. J ohn O'Donnell, 
Box 41, Moline . 

Doll&ud. Wn. Richard Robin· 
IOn. 

Uowell, 115\la I!:. Grand River. 
l41n. Bllly D Verkcr, 710~~ E. 
Clinton llt. 

l acluon, 140 South St. Min. 
Ralph Rocara. 

Kalamu oo, ~ E. J.bln St. Min. 
L. J. Kark oak)<'. 

L&Allnc, m BBl'.llhan St. ?.Un. 
Geo. W, All.Uon. 

1.a.n&lnr;, 2000 J.'orcst Ave. Miu. 
Poul Wataon. 

1.ansln1 (East), Veta. Mcmorlnl 
Bid&:. Min. Willie JohNOn. 

Mapleton (l\tldland Co.), on U.S. 
10. Co. Gordon French. 1410 
So. Waldo. Midland. 

Marlon COctoloa Co.). Co. Jnmes 
F . SUpes, R.R. No. 4. 

Monroe, East Dunbar Road. Min. 
Seth Wlnecar, 4855 Monroe St • 
Toledo, ObJo. 

llluskccon, 1333 Evanston Ave. 
Min. c. A . Peddle. 

Mount Morrb, Brockway & 
South Sts. Min. Eu c c n " 
Grllhnm, 

ftloont rlc&a11t. L 0 .0 .F. Hnll, 200 
Court St. Min. Dean Thoro · 
mnn. 

Niies, 621 So. 15th St. Mln. R . J . 
Bonner. 

Owouo, 1201 Corrunn Mln. C . 
S . AusUn, P . O . Box 188. 

Paw Paw, Coterle Club Bldg .• 
Kalamazoo & Paw Paw Sts. 
Min. 0 JI. Perry. 

ron Huron, 710 12th St. Min. 
H , E . Hawley. 

Sar;lnaw, 521 Cleaveland. Min 
L . S . Maynard. 

Sault Ste. Marie, 8th & Davitt 
Sta. Min. J . E. Krumrel. 

Shelby (Oceana Co.) , Co. N F. 
Salisbury. R.R. No. 2. 

Sheppard , 415 Chippewa St. Min 
Clarence Buchanan. 

St. J o1epb, 818 WhltUcscy. l\lln 
OWi lllcks. 

Summit (Mason <."o.), on So. 
U.S. Hwy. 31 Min Chu 
Stewart. 

·1 ecurnsf'b, F.. Chicago ntvd, & 
Onlcda A\"e Min. L . C. Rucker 

Watervllet, Am Legion Hall on 
Main St. !\tin Lester Burford. 

Wut Urancb. Co. R . L Hughes. 
217 No. Fifth St. 

Willow ltuu Vlllacr, 113 Midway. 
!\tin 

\ "pttllanU, Gll Crou St. Min. 
Dale I. Royal 

1:1canaba. Min. Wesley Hawley, 
1806 Ludington St 

Bible Lesson for Sunday, September 9, 1956 
H. E. SE.IDMEYER 

The Creacor Hemembered 
Text: ECCLES. 12: 1-7, 13, 14 

INTRODUCTION 

These verses bring us to the conclusion of Sol
omon's thought-provoking sermon on the "Vanity of 
Life." Two things command our attention in the 
lesson. First, he is exhorting his readers to seek 
God in the time of youth. He has proven conclu
sively that the things of the world are vanity and 
are to perish in time. Second, the "preacher" sums 
up the whole of man's responsibilities in the admoni
tion "fear God, nnd keep his commandments." 

AN Al'PEAL TO YOUTH (VERSES 1-6) 
1. Why a special call to youth? For the most 

part youth is gay, unconcerned, without much feel
ing of responsibility and is easily influenced both for 
good and bad. Youth is nttracted to a great degree 
lo fleshly and worldly things. There are two rea
sons for this. (1) Young people have a greater in
terest in physical matters because of the great bi
ological changes which they pass through during 
and shortly nfter adolescence. (2) And because 
they have observed the materialistic nttitudes of 
their parents and other ndults. We are teaching 
our children how to live by every action and re
action which they observe in our lives whether we 
realize it or not. Though they may not understand 
how they have come to have certain attitudes, they 
have learned from us to think that the things of 
this life, nice clothing, a fine home and a new au
tomobile are more important to us than caring for 
the widow and the fatherless or sending the gospel 
to others. The only successful way to instill the 
proper spiritual values in the minds of our children 
is to let them observe them in our lives. It is com
mon knowledge that we lose our children from the 
church in their teens. What a tremendous re· 
sponsibllity we have to help them remember their 
Creator. (Eph. 6: 1-4.) 

2. Remember thy Creator. In Eccles. 11 : !l Sol
omon with a strong note of irony says, "Rejoice, 0 
young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and wnlk in the ways 
of thy heart, and in the sight of thine eyes; but 
know thou, that for all these things God will bring 
thee into judgment." It seems as if Solomon were 
saying, "If you are so determined, go right ahead 
nnd give yourself to fleshly lusts, but remember, you 
will meet your folly in the judgment day.'' (2 Cor. 
5: 10, 11.) 

The young are prone to think in terms of great 
material gains and unceasing fleshly pleasures 
through the years to come, but all such should re
member that Solomon sought and tried all these 
things and passed this judgment upon them, "All is 
vanity and vexation of spirit." 

The exhortation is not just remember God, but 
remember that he is your Creator! That he made 
us and not we ourselves, and that we belong to him. 
(1 Cor. 6: 19, 20.) Why can we not remember the 
one who made our very existence on earth possible? 
We remember the things we see, why can we not 
remember the one who made sight possible? How
ever, God is more than a creator, he is our loving 
and merciful Father. He intends for us to be happy 
and useful and to prepare for an eternity with him, 
but all of this is possible only by giving him the 
rightful place he deserves in our lives. (Matt. 6: 33.) 

3. Remember now thy Creator. Choose to re
member and serve Jehovah right now. (Josh. 24: 
15.) "Begin in the beginning of thy days to re
member him from whom thou hadst thy being, and 
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go on according to that good heginning. Call him to 
mind when thou art young, and keep him in mind 
throughout all the days of thy youth, nnd never for
get him. Guard thus against the temptations of 
youth, and thus improve the ndvantages of it." Youth 
is often prone to think that there will be plenty of 
time later on for spiritual things. These who have 
lived three score and ten will tell us, however, that 
life is so short when it is past that we should begin 
today to serve the Lord. (2 Cor. 6: 2.) 

4. While the eviL days come not. Solomon refers 
to the decay and infirmity of old age as being "the 
evil days." These shall be the days in which the 
fleshly senses shall offer no pleasures. Barzillai, 
the Gflcadite, had provided food and shelter for 
David when Saul was persuing him and David 
sought to repay him by asking that he come to Je
rusalem so that he could look after him. But Bar
zillni answered, "How long have I to live, that I 
should go up with the king to Jerusalem? I nm this 
day fourscore years old: and can I discern between 
good and evil? can thy servant taste what I eat or 
what I drink? can I hear any more the voice of sing
ing men and singing women? wherefore then should 
thy servant be yet a burden unto my Lord the king?" 
(2 Sam. 19: 34, 35.) Our loved ones then shall 
either have passed on before us or else will be weary 
of us and the only pleasure then will be the reflec
tions of the days spent in the service of the Lord 
and the expectation of a life without sickness, part
ings or sadness in heaven. Solomon elegantly por
trays these evils of old age with figurative expres
sions which may not seem to be plain to us be
cause we are living so far removed from the expres
sions which were common to his day. The idea is, 
however, to show the uncomfortableness of extreme 
age. 

Should we really expect God to comfort and sus
tain us in old age if we have neglected him in the 
days of youth? Truly, "The hoary head is a crown 
of glory, if it be found in the way of righteousness." 
(Prov. 16: 31.) There are few things more pitiful 
to see than one who has grown old without God. 
What has such an one to look forward to? What 
can be reflected upon that is comforting? The aged 
person without God has lived an abnormal, wasted 
life built upon a shaky and insecure foundation be
cause the will of God is the only true foundation 
for a successful, happy life and a secure future ex
istence. 

If one should live to an old age, it is a hard time 
to begin serving God. Sickness nnd failing health 
restrain both body and mind. Evil habits long con
tinued are harder to cast aside for with each passing 
day the heart is hardened by the "deceitfulness of 
sin." 

DEA TH AND THEN? (VERSE 7) 
Mntthew Henry most eloquently said, "Man is 

a strange sort of creature, a ray of heaven united to 
a clod of earth.'' The body must soon return to the 

first principle of its being: "Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return." (Gen. 3: 19.) At death 
the body of flesh shall be laid in the earth and shortly 
it will undiscernable from that from whence it was 
made. But while the flesh returns in corruption this 
is not true of the soul. The soul does not die with 
the body. (Luke 16: 19: 31.) It goes into the 
care and keeping of the Lord. (Phil. 1: 21-23.) The 
soul is transported to the unseen world of spirits 
either to enjoy rest in Paradise or to endure the tor
ture of torment, according to the life lived in the 
flesh. (2 Cor. 5: 10; 2 Thess. 1: 7-9.) All should be 
brought face to face with the end of the ungodly. 
It is a powerful incentive to "seek now thy Creator." 

While we do not know just whnt the resurrected 
body will be (1 John 3: 2), it is doubly reassuring 
that in the day the Lord returns our mortal bodies 
will be raised in immortality, Christ will bring the 
spirits of the faithful back with him at his return 
and both immortal body and soul shall be reunited 
to spend eternity in heaven. (1 Thess. 4: 13-18.) 

THE CONCLUSION OF THK WHOLE MATIER 

(VERSES 13, 14) 
1. Fear God. This is the answer to the question 

Solomon proposed, "Whnt is that good which the 
sons of man should do?" This is the conclusion of 
all that Solomon had to say, the conclusion to which 
all history attests. To give proper respect and 
reverence to God is to fear him. This involves a 
realization of his terror (2 Cor. 5: 11) and his great 
love (John 3: 16), God is both merciful and severe. 
(Rom. 11: 22.) Let us give him the honor and rev
erence he justly deserves by a life of devotion and 
praise. 

2. Keep his commandments. Our reverence and 
worship to God must be governed by his word. (2 
Tim. 3: 16, 17.) Where there is a proper fear of God 
we will want to keep all of his commands and fully 
understanding that it is only through obedience to 
the Father's will that we may enter the eternal king
dom should enlarge our fear of him. We pretend 
in vain to fear God if we refuse to obey him. 

This is the whole business and blessedness of 
man, this is his duty and upon this is based his re
ward: "Fear God and keep 1iis commandments." 

3. The incentive. "For God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every hidden thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.'' Nothing 
escapes his omnipresent and omniscient eye. (Rom. 
2: 16.) 

" Father Smith Instructs Jackson" (N o. 9) 
FRED E. DENNIS 

Mr. J . "Why these Holydays?" 
Father S. "They are to commemorate and keep 

fresh in our memories the great events or truths 
in the lives of Christ and of His Blessed Mother, 
which have meant so much to God's people. Holy-
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days in the Church are kept for much the same pur
pose as holidays in the State. You know why the 
Fourth of July, Declaration Day, Washington's birth
day, Thanksgiving Day are kept, and what they 
commemorate?" 

Mr. J. "Yes, Father." 
Father S. "Well, in the Church we have Christ's 

Birthday, December 25th, Christmas; the day on 
which He received His Heaven-given name Jesus, 
called the feast of Circumcision, and which coincides 
with our New Year's Day (January 1st); the day 
on which Christ returned to His heavenly glory, 
after having adjourned here 33 years, called Ascen
sion Day ( 40 days after Easter). Then we keep two 
feasts to Christ's Mother, that of the Immaculate 
Conception (December 8) and that of her Assump
tion in lo Heaven (August 15th). I explained, when 
speaking of Original Sin and the Incarnation, the 
significance of the 'Immaculate Conception.' It 
honors Mary's highly prized sanctity, and holds up 
her sinlessness, purity and virtue for the imitation 
of her spiritual children. The 'Assumption' honors 
the reward paid lo Mary's pure, virginal body by 
being preserved from corruption and taken to 
heaven." 

lf you do not understand all of the capital letters, 
etc., just remember that I am quoting from a Cath
olic book. That is the way it "instructs" us. Where 
did you ever read in the New Testament about 
"Ilolydays'' to be observed by Christians? You did 
not read it, and neither have these Catholic "au
thorities" read it. It is no wonder the New Testa
ment is not enough. God has not commanded us to 
keep any of these so-called ''holydays." Ile docs 
want his people to meet around the table on the first 
day of the week to keep the Lord's supper. (Acts 
20: 7.) There is no more Bible for keeping "Christ
mas" than there is for keeping any other "mass." 
You don't read in God's Book about Easler, etc. 

And then the "Assumption of Mary.'' They have 
the word wrong here. It should be "presumption.'' 
That is all it is. Catholics themselves did not keep 
this for hundreds of years. Nothing that even sounds 
like this is in the Bible. This talk about the per
petual virginity of Mary is simply bosh. Jesus was 
her fi.rst born, and then she had many other children. 
And talk about Mary being the mother of God! 
Why were all the writers of the New Testament ab
solutely silent about these things which the Cath
olics feature? Christ and the Holy Spirit never 
taught any such nonsense. Of course, Jesus loved 
and honored his mother. All Christians love and 
honor their mothers. 

Jesus said: "Who is my mother? and who are my 
brethren? ... J.<'or whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father who is in heaven, he is my brother, and sis
ter, and mother." (Matt. 12: 47-50.) Every Chris
tian mother is worthy of our respect and honor. Let 
us not trample the word uf God under our feet by 

exalting Mary. This is rebellion and disobedience 
to God. 

Do not forget the fearful warning in Gal. l: 6-
10. Here a curse is pronounced upon all who teach 
something different from what the apostles taught. 
And, friends, the inspired apostles did not teach 
Catholicism. This is vain worship. They teach for 
doctrines the commandments of men. (Matt. 15: 9.) 

Jesus honored his mother, but he honors equally 
that great host of Christian mothers who do his will. 
There is just one mediator between God and man 
and that is Jesus Christ. (1 Tim. 2: 5.) No one ever 
bowed to Mary by the authority of God. Cornelius 
bowed before Peter, but Peter would have none of 
it. (Acts 10: 25, 26.) John bowed before an angel, 
but was rebuked for this. (Rev. 19: 10.) Worship 
God. Let us honor Mary and all other good women 
the way Christ did, but let us not worship her. 

Mr. J. "So Catholics believe that Mary's body 
has already been taken into heaven." 

Father S. "Yes. Reunited to her soul, it was 
taken up soon after her death. There is no express 
mention of this fact in the Bible, but from the earli
est times it was believed by the Universal Church, 
so there was no need for the Church to make an of
ficial declaration concerning it. Does this belief 
surprise you?" 

Yes, sir, it does. This Catholic "father" admits 
there is nothing in the Bible about it, and they 
themselves overlooked it for hundreds of years after 
the Bible was a closed book. This ''authority" says 
that Catholics believe this. This I deny. Faith comes 
by hearing the word of God. (Rom. 10: 17.) They 
themselves say you cannot hear the word of God 
on this. Hence, thev do not believe it. They "be
lieve" it in just the. same way that they "believe" 
that sprinkling is baptism, that babies ought to be 
baptized, that Peter was a pope. They believe it be
cause the Catholic Church teaches 1t, and not be
cause God teaches it. God teaches nothing that is 
peculiar to Catholicism and other brands of sectari
anism. 

Father S. "Since St. Paul assures us that death 
is a consequence of Original Sin, which Mary did 
not inherit, we would not even be surprised if she 
had been taken to heaven without even dying. Her 
Son died, so she, who was closely associated with 
Him in His work, did not expect exemption from 
death. But as her Son's body did not see corruption, 
neither should hers have, which gave that Son His 
human body, and the very blood with which He re
deemed mankind. Then, could you believe that Christ 
would permit the pure body of His good Mother to 
decompose in the grave?'' 

No, Mary was not taken bodily to heaven. Listen: 
"And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that 
descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who 
is in heaven." (John 3: 13.) Jesus spoke these 
words before his departure from earth. They are a 
prophecy concerning his entry into heaven. Later 
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the apostle John recorded these words, teaching us 
that only the Savior has bodily entered into heaven. 
Friends, there is not a false doctrine extant but what 
there is a passage of scripture lo overthrow the 
false doctrine. When Jesus comes again all that are 
in the graves shall hear the voice of God and come 
forth. (John 5: 28, 29.) Mary's body will be resur
rected along with the teeming millions of earth. 

Father S. "In countries which are nearly wholly 
Catholic, there are more Holydays kept. You see 
these are of ecclesiastical institution, and hence the 
Church adapts herself to the conditions which ob
tain in different countries. Here, where the ma
jority of people are non-Catholic, it would work 
hardship on Catholics, if they were required to lay 
of! from work so often. Since Christmas and New 
Years are observed as civil holidays, there are really 
only four Holydays imposed on Catholics in this 
country.'' This "father" has Mr. Jackson to reply to 
all this by saying: "The Church is surely thought
ful." I would say she is! 

She creeps up on us, and then when she has 
enough numbers to enforce her rules and regula
tions "Wham," and she dictates. Thanks be to God 

U11b And..rson, 1002 Ninth 
Street, North, Columbus. Miss .• 
July 28: "'G. K Wallocc hos 
closed a great meeting hcrc. 
Brother Wallace will grcatl)" 
slrc·ngthcn and edify any church 
Two were buptlzcd at Bethle
hem Jn our meeting near Purls. 
Tenn.. Inst week. W c I d o n 
Thomas lcd the smging. The 
two of us bcgin nt Mt. Zion 
Church In Henry County. Au
gust 12-19. We nre thankful 
for the Gosn:i. Aov<>CAn: and Its 
great constn1ctlve Influence for 
the cnusc of Christ •• 

,,John W. I ranklln, 1132 Sev
enteenth Street. Anson. ·rexa:;, 
July 29~ ··1 conducted n vacation 
Bible school at Natick. Mass • 
und the meetings ut Worccs!cr. 
Mnss .• and nrnltlcboro. Vermont. 
Onc hns been baptized alnec the 
meeting closed I will be In 
Laramie. Wyo .. August 19-26.'" 

I ra :">urth, Madison, Tenn .• Au
gurt 8: '"Brother and SIStcr 
Claude Lewis and their four 
chlldrcn. Maurine. Tim, Joel nnd 
I.aura, have movcu to Madison. 
·renn. Brother Lewis will work 
wtth the Mndlson Church as song 

Alabama Christian College 
Offers These Advantages 

CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT -Christian teochers 
teoching Christion principles lo Christion men ond 
women. 

BEDROCK ECONOMY-$618.00 per yeor for 
room, board, tuition end entronce fee. 

WORK OPPORTUNITIES - No college student 
turned oway for the lack of money. 

WRITE 

ALABAMA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 

REX A. TURNER, President E. R. BRANNAN, DH n 

the people in this country arc still in the majority 
who oppose the vagaries of Roman Catholicism, and 
may God help us to open the eyes of others to the 
dangers that are confronting our own beloved land. 

Mr. J. "Does the law regarding attendance at 
~lass on Sundays and Holydays obligate all Cnth
olics?" 

Father S. "All who are seven years of age and 
older. Of course, it does not obligate those who can
not go because of sickness, or who live a great dis
tance from a church, or those who absolutely must 
work on those days. However, a Catholic who 
through his own fault misses 11.lass on a Sunday or a 
holyday of obligation commits a mortal sin." 

The Catholics are so thoughtful. Of course, there 
is nothing in the New Testament about mass, so they 
can make their own regulations regarding it. Chris
tians are to observe the Lord's supper on the Lord's 
day. They arc not to forsake the assembly. (Heb. 
10: 25.) And this Lord's supper is not simply a form. 
In it we sec the body and blood of Christ. May God 
help every Christian to faithfully observe this sup
per. 

Jeudcr and educnllonal director. gust 5 J closed a mcctlng ut 
He "as formerly minister of Nolcnsvlllc. Tenn." 

Claude Lewis 

Stony Point church of Christ. 
ond hnd bccn on thc faculty :for 
rcvcral years ot Mars Hill Blhle 
School. Brother l.ewls will work 
with thc young people. nnd edit 
one of the three Wl·ckly publl
t•atlons llt Madison. He will nil 
the pulpit whcn the locnl 
preacher Is nway in meetings. 
anrl will help In directing the 
\'ncotlon Bible school and Bible 
camp 0 

John Cllt'lt C:ood11ast11re, 1611 
Glenn Echo Drh·c, Nashvlllc. 
Tenn.. August 20: .. P.lght were 
baptized at Flatt Creek ) cstcr
day. We are completing nvc 
new rooms for our Bible school." 

II. t' <loodpaslurt', Nashv11lc, 
Tcnn. August 18: .. I um sched
uled to begin a meeting \\Ith the 
\\ L'Sl P.nd coni:rcgatlon In At
lanta, Ga .• on Sunday. Septem
ber 2." 

\\niter \\ . l.l·amons, Junction, 
Texas. A ugusl 7: .. Fort)" ) cnrs ngo 
\\C were In fovor of ciders. con
gregational cooperotlon. Chris
tion O\\ ncd and opcrntcd or
phanogl'l! nnd 6chool5 We hnvc 
not changl.-d " 

II . ='' · l 'hlllJ1•s. 2811 Belcourt 
Avenue, Nashvlllc 12, Tenn .• Au
gust !1: "'I closed a meeting at 
Ncwton, Miss., July 26. On Au-

lloyt lla1lt-y, Dox 1258. Borger. 
Tcxos. August 7: .. There we1c 
fh·e baptisms nnd four restorn· 
tlons at Gotewoy August s:· 

1:. W. Sto\"all, Box 82. J'oea
hontos. Ark .• August 6: '"Sint'c 
moving to Pocahontos lhcre have 
been !our to be baptized and 
two have plnccrl membership 
We have had the best vncatlon 
Bible school In the work here 
Two hundred SC\'ent)·-nve were 
enrolled. I preuched In o meet
ing at Grccnwny. Ark • with 
thrce boptlsms. r closed Jnrt 
night nt Skaggs. ncnr here. with 
nine baptisms and onc restora
tion:• 

o. O. O. ~l'\Hon, Roysc City. 
Tcxus: '"The mt•ctlng closed at 
Oak Grove. near Point, Texns. 
August 5. Five were bnptlzcd."' 

Dorris R. Dlllln~Jle~·. 905 Al
bert Court, Nashville 4. Tenn , 
August 6: .. Onc was baptized at 
Green Hills Sundoy." 

.\lllton S. l'arker, P. O. Dox 
326. Lnke City. Fla .. August 8: 
00After a year of work In l\1nrfa, 
Texas. we moved hcre. This Is 
my sccond time lo work with 
this congrcgatlon."' 

,J. l.. Cah rrt, Box J.15. Drum
right. Okla., August 6: .. Our va
cation Bible school started this 
morning with classes full At 
the same time \\orkmcn &tarted 
our new building ncross 1hc 
street from our old building .. 

\\ lllh G, .Jernl,an, 3739 Brooks 
Drl\'e, Corpus Christi 40. Texas. 
August 7 .. At Hillcrest In July 
there were three baptisms. three 
memberships Dnd one rnstora
tlon I um now In a mcetlni: 
at Commerce. Texas:· 

.John 'I cf1:rt11ler0 804 'P" Street, 
Brunswick, Ga .• August ll: .. Ycs
lerdny two were restored .. 
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David Allan, Cnlckasha, Okla. 
August 8: "l have just closed a 
mccUng at Anadarko, Okla .. 
witn nine baptisms. My next 
rnceUng will be at Alfalfa, Okla .. 
August 16·25." 

CIU!ord :;. Owens, 1805 River 
Drive, Nash\1lle, Tenn.. August 
10; "A lady who hod been a 
Methodist was bapUzcd Jost 
week at Eighth Avenue" 

Richard s. 'l'aylor, Roule 6, 
Box 64, Florence, Ala.. August 
9: "Our meeting with lhe Clov· 
crdalc Church closed lruit night. 
Three were bapUzcd and one 
restored. Gilbert Kretzer did a 
good job of preaching." 

Dabney Phillips, 513 Dogwood 
Street, Columbia, S. c.. August 
e: "The Mt. Zion meeting In 
West Tennessee closed last 
night. Four were baptized." 

:;t.anlty Sayers, Marietta, Okla., 
August 11: •·1n the meeUng here 
with Bill Thompson three were 
restored 10 tar. Directing our 
stnglng Is Clarence Clodfelter. I 
rccenUy closed a meeting nt 
Cottonwood, Texas." 

nui:o Allmond, Corinth. Miss., 
August 11: "East Corinth hns 
;lust closed a meeting with ten 
hapUsms and one by member· 
&hip. 0, D. McKendree pre
sented lhe gospel In a forceful, 
persuasive manner. Dean Bax· 
tcr directed the song services. 
After laboring here four years, 

I plan a change. Any congre
gation lntcre5ted In my services 
may contact me here.'' 

Pat Stt-phenson, Bells. Tenn., 
August 11: "The meeting at 
Cox's Chapel closed last night 
with no responses. Our meeting 
In Bells begins August 19 with 
D. D. Woody doing the preach
ing." 

Paul lit . 'l'ucker. 1244 Plymouth 
Avenue, Nashville 6, Tenn .. Au
gust 9: ''Thirteen were baptized 
and one placed membership In 
the meeUng which Just closed 
at Jackson Park. M.nck Craig 
preached and Bob Bowersock 
directed ISlnglng. Over 3,000 
p er 11 o n 1 heard lhe gospel 
preached one or more 'times 
during this meeting, and we 
had a total allcndoncc for sev
enteen services of nenrly J0,000. 
Previous Sunday school attend· 
ancc record was broken with 
nine hundred thirty-one pres
ent on July 29. Our annual 
homecoming dny Is set for Oc
tober 7." 

W. W. Hall, 3520 FD 111 D g 
Springs Road, East St. Louis, 
Ill~ Auaust 9: "In o mccUng 
just closed ln Arkansns, ftve 
were baptized and two restored. 
The little church at White Oak 
Is growing. We have had two 
baptlsm11, one restored and one 
Identified i;lnce my last report." 

C a I v I n Grlft'lth, Josonvlllc, 
Jnd., August 13: "Recently one 
was boptlzed and two restored.'' 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HOME FOR THE AGED 

ROMEO, MICHIGAN 

Under the supervmon of the elders of 

Willard Collins, David 1.lps· 
comb College, Nashvllle, Tenn .. 
August 7: "I hove ;lust closed 
two meetings In the Noshvlllc 
areo. At Whites Creek there 
were ten baptisms and two r!'S· 
toratlons, and at Shacklett there 
were thirteen baptisms and one 
restoration. My next meeting 
wlll be with the East Point con
gregation In Atlanta, Ga.'' 

\'lrcll £. Bradford, Route 5. 
Florence, Ala .. August 6: "After 
five years with the East Hill 
Church In PUiaski, Tenn .. I have 
moved to Florence. Ala. After 
meetings In Tennessee and Ala
bama I will work wllh the Stony 
Point Church and teach part 
Umc at Mon Hill Bible School. 
Tom Holland la moving to Pu· 
lnskl as my successor.'' 

A GOOD INVESTMENT 
5% BROADWAY PLAN BONDS 

The Scyene church of Christ plans to erect • new auditorium. 
The pre1ent property which condsts of one aero and • ll!lall bulld· 
ln9 wllh se .. ral claurooms is debt-Ir••: end In • 9ood locatlon, 
accessible to a new lhoppfnq center and one of the lar9est hl9h 
schools In Dallas. 

We are offerln9 $15.000 Broadway Plan Church Bonds for 1Ale 
In amounb of $SO.OO, $100.00, $250.00 and $500.00. 

The bonds will mature In I to 14 yHn and shall draw 5% per 
annum payable 1eml-ennuatly. 

Your Investment Is secured by the buildln9 and the lnte9rlty 
of th• brethren. 

Your partlcl~tlon wlll be 9r .. t1y appreciated and rewarded 
both here and above. 

Address lnqulrlu to: 

SCYENE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2920 Prairie Creek Rd. 

Dalles 27, Te•es 

the Northwest Church of Christ, Detroit 

OLD AGE COMES TO ALL OF US 
Some of us may be more fortunate than others when our productive years come to an end. 

For those less fortunate, the Home at Romeo provides that Christian environment that would be 
lacking elsewhere. . 

We solicit your assistance in extend.ing this same care ~o .the many deserving souls now on. <;>ur 
waiting list ... waiting for the completion of our 1956 building progr~m. !he planned add1~1on 
shown below will provide room for about 25 more occupants. Please give this worthy work serious 
consideration. We need your assistance NOW. 

," ... 
REMEMBER US 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN APRIL 

Church of Christ Home for the Aged 
P. 0. Box 196 Romeo, Michigan 

L. C. Utley, Superintendent 

"We then that are strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the wealc •..• " Rom. 15: 1 

Aug11st 30, 1956 

It <; , Courh, 2017 White Ave
nue, Knoxville, Tenn.: "Durln11 
the first two wcckll of July, more 
than one hundred eighty-live 
young people enjoycrl a week &t 
Montvlcw Christian Camp. 'l'hls 
year the camp rented nnd used 
the Johnson Dible College, twelve 
miles out from Knoxville. We 
had ample classrooms for our 
Bible classes. a lovely audi
torium lor our services, use of 
the gymnasium, swimming pool, 
ond grounds, use of the dor
mitories and dining hall. Dur
ing the two wccka, twcnty
elght young people were bap
tlzl'd. A number were restored. 
About 11lxtecn persons served 
on the stlllT each week. Preach· 
en from this area who served 
Included: Jimmy Eaton, Clifford 
Reel, Robert McCready, Charles 
Nance. Roy Shirley, Wendell 
Needhom, Biii Perkins, and my-
11elf. Leonidas Hollond very 
capably led the singing and 
tought music closscs. Speakers 
nt the evening clnsscs Included 
Hans Nowak, Leslie G. Thomas, 
David Reeves, Herbert Ledford, 
C. R. Franks, and Buford Holt. 
We will be happy to provide In
formation about next year's en
campment on request." 

Edw. G. Hood. Nettleton, Miss .. 
August 7: "L. D. Willis closed 
a meeting, Eight were bap
tized and four restored We 
plnn a new building soon. R. 
N. Hood led the song services:· 

Jtrry nurdett~. 2101 Glenwood, 
Independence, Mo, August 5: 
"In a meeting here four were 
baptized and one restored, Hor
ace Reeves led the singing."' 

H . F.. Plerc:e, P. O. Box 1016, 
Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, A1· 
rlca, July 31: "Seven have been 
baptized during July. One young 
mnn at Kafue, seventeen miles 
south, learned the truth by n 
correspondence course. This 
gives us a beginning ln another 
plocc. Three of the baptisms 
were at Makcnl where Kam
ulonl Banda hns 11tnrtcd the 
work. Tbl11 brings their mcm· 
bershlp to fourteen. Jack Daka 
and I meet with them once a 
month ond Shadrnch and Glad· 
well Zlba go on another Sun
day ench month. The other 
three baptisms were here at 
ChUanga. We hove finished 
mnklng and burning the bricks 
for our building. This was a 
very great undertaking sec,Ing 
thnt we had no money for 'the 
purpose. But whot else could 
we do? The building must be 
finished. I borrowed the money 
to pay the school boys who did 
the making of the bricks. Now 
we need help to pay bock this 
loan. Shadrnch, Jack and Glod
well Blacked the bricks Into the 
kiln, and I chopped the wood. 
The brick work In the church 
building Is now going on. The 
floor Is about rea y to pour the 
cement. Putting on the root 
wlll be a big operation. Then 
the plastering, the wiring tor 
li&hts. the celling, the glass for 
the windows and the making o! 
furniture, ff we can get breth
ren to send the money to do It 
With. Our annual summer slump 
In support started early this yea:
and ls the m011t 11cvere of any 
Year. Our station wagon has 
rolled over U.000 miles and must 

Gosrr1. ADVOCATE 

ha\'C a ring job. But again there 
Is no money to pay for It." 

Capuin 1..,sllc K. Page, 0972813, 
Headquarters, S£TAF Support 
Commond. APO 19, New York, 
N. Y., August 6: "J'.ngllsh speak· 
ing scn1ces arc held at 11 A.M , 
each Lord'i; doy In the home 
oC the '\\Titer, Viale de! Tirrcno 
106, Tlrrcnla, Italy. Tlrrenla 1s 
located near Camp Darby on the 
coastal highway between Llvorno 
(Leghorn) ond Pilla. Preliminary 
arrangcmenlll have been mode 
!or use of the Post Chapel at 
Camp Darby when the number 
grows out of the present meet
ing place. Information concern
ing members In the Llvorno· 
Pisa area, or prospective mem
bers, will be aggressively pur
sued. l>lrect all correspondence 
to the obove address.'' 

Ralph F. Brashears, P. O. Box 
114, Baguio City, Philippines, 
August 3: "I have been trying 
for scverol years to persuade 
brethren In the States to help 
build a Bible school In the Phil· 
lpplncs. We arc worshiping In 
a small undesirable rented hall 
in Baguio City. We ore trying 
to bring Christian education to 
the people of this nntlon ?f 
twenty-two million. The Phil
ippine Republic Itself ls flnnn
clally on the rocks. The mosses 
of the people are strUJ:gllng to 
Jive and the more wealthy are 
almost all C a t h o 11 ,c 1. The 
churches of Chrut ore few, 
young, and weak. The enemies 
arc m11ny and strong. Wllh all 
our cfTorta, we have not raised 
more than $6,000 for this pur-

pose. When churches will read· 
lly contribute $500,000 to start 
o youth camp but give only 
$6,000 for a Bible school In a 
land wher-; the chur<"h Is hardly 
known. and Cnthollclsm Is as 
strong as a gl11nt, there ls some· 
thing wrong Surely, you do not 
know our needs over here. 
Baguio City Is the ideal location 
lor o school. There ls a lot 
Ideally located near the center 
of Baguio for sale at $30,000. 
which would llUlt our purpose 
for a church building and clnss
rooms lor training. Once we 
get this lot, we C41n grndually 
construct suitable buildings and 
stop the high co11t of rent. The 
church In Winfield, Kans., hos 
supplied us With a concrete 
block-making machine. With 
11tudcnt help we could construct 
our building gradually and eco
nomlcally, but our machine Is 
of little value until we have a 
lot. I seem to be very busy 
plowing with a wooden stick !or 
the Lord. Won't 1;omc of you 
brethren In the Stlltcs open your 
hcorlll and help us In this des
perate effort In this distant lnnd? 
May I again express my sincere 
thanks to each of you who have 
helped us. Send ehcckll or 
m o n c y orders to Southwest 
church of Christ, 1347 Sixty. 
Fourth Street, Los Angeles u. 
Cnllf., or to me directly, In the 
Phlllpplnes." 

------
Evidences of Christianity 

G, K. WALLACE 
This book Is Indeed one ol the 

great books published on this 

74:i 

subject. J . w. McGarvey wos 
n great tieholar, n superior 
writer, and this book should be 
In the hnnds of ev,.ry young 
pcr'llOn In the t'hurch. When a 
boy or girl goes to college, re-
11ardlcss of where he goes, his 
dnd anrl mother should see tnat 
he has a copy of this hook 

Preachers W'ho Cnlkd 
CharlCll Petitt, Tompklnsvlllc, 

Ky. 
Ernest Clevenger, Jr. Murray 

Ky. . ' ' 
Robert Camp, lknton, Ky. 
Bill Yates, Nashville, Tenn. 
Paul Rogers, Lewisburg, Tenn. 
Roosevelt Wells, Okmulgee, Okla. 
Vernon W Smith, Nashville, 

Tenn. 
John Harns, Corinth, Miss 
James M. Ramsey. McMlnnvllle 

Tenn. ' 
Tom Akins, Jr., Trenton, Fla. 
Joe Sonders, Nashville, Tenn. 
Cilrl McKelvcy, Nashville, Tenn. 
JlmmJe Gordner, Palmer, Tenn. 
nob Anderson, Columbus, Miss. 
J. Ec!ward Boclgnlupo, Sr, Gal

latm, Tenn. 
Clifford S. Owens, Nashvllle 

Tenn. ' 
R. Leonnrd OW••ns, Nashville 

Tenn. ' 
lit Norvel Young, Lubbock, 

Texas 
ff. A. Robinson, Franklin, Tenn, 
G. Henry Towell, Kansns City, 

Mo. 
Corl B. Hobinson, Nashville 

Tenn, ' 
Don Shnckelford, Portland, 

Tenn. 

- -c_c;:=---

Directory of Churches of Christ 
Bat Ue Creek, M!ch.-122 N. 20th 

St. at Ward (Lakeview). ~ 
mUc nonh of U. S. a. WO 
3-1082. 

Uln&bamtoD, N. Y.-1115 Wa.blng• 
ton St., Y .M.C.A. Sun., 10 A:M., 
11 A.lll. 7-4246 or 1-4872. 

uurllncton. Iowa. - 1~ W est 
Ave. J , Donald Ma.Ua, evang. 
Plua 2·3715. 

Cblcaco, JU.-central Ave., 241 
N. Central Ave .. 114asonic Tem
ple. sun.. 10 A.lot., u A.llI. 
Gladstone 5-1575. 

CbJcaco, W.-D<>wntown, 19 S. 
LaSalle St., Y .M..C . .A. audito
rium. Sun .. 10 A .M., 11 A.14., 
2 P.M. 

C:bJcaco, W.-3679 w. Grand Ave. 
A. W. HuUngs, mJn. BR 1-8308; 
NE 8-8258. 

CbJcaco, W.-410 s. Jld.lch.lgan 
Ave .. Room 500-Anne.x. 

CbJcaco, UJ • ....:Northweat. 4602 N. 
Kilbourn Ave. Elza Butrard. 
min. AV 3..2584 & PA 5-2835. 

~IAD&tl, ObJa (Downtown).
Central. 307 Lawrence St. (op
polllte Lytle Park), Norman 
L. Vaughn, min. GA 1·2861 or 
JE 1·5519. 

Cleveland, Ohio.-13501 Lorain 
Ave. E. A. Dicus. min., "641 
W 210th St. ED·l-4362. 

Dayton, ObJo.-Belmont. S. P. 
Lowry, miD., 21131 SmJthvUle 
Rd. OL Mil. 

Dayton, Ohlo.-Nortbrtd&e, cor
ner of Dlxle Dr .. and Division 
.Ave. Ra .. llllOl. 

Daytona Beach, Fla.-131 Bay 
St. Res., CL 2·7"°8, Study 
CL 2-2746. 

IJetrolt. Mlch.-Dearborn. '7350 
Chase Rd .. 1 blk. N, Warren. 
Sun., 10 AM .. 11 A.M., e P.M.; 
Wed., 7:30 P.M. L. Arnold 
Watson, min., 74~ Chase Rd. 
LU:r:on 1-~. LU:r:on 2-0903. 

l'.seanaba, Mlcb.-W. S. Hawley, 
evang.. lBCMI Ludlna\On St. 
3:154. 

Fllnt, Mlcb.-2014 Zlrnrnermao 
St. at Corunna Rd. H. :&. 
Ashby, min. CZ ~. 

Havana, Cuba.--61 Dle:r. De Oc· 
tubre St. Sun., 10 A.M., 1:15 
P.M.: 'Iburs .• 1:30 P.M. Radio 
C.O.C. 980 ltcs., Sun., 9:3t·JO 
AM. J. R. Jimenez, min. 

Bomeateact. Fla.. (Modello), Neva 
King Cooper School Cafe· 
tonum. 152 N. w. eth St., 
C. R Nichol, Min., 2468. 

iiWliln;ton, W. \'a.-26lh St .. at 
lit Ave. Justus Hesson, min. 

lluntlncton, l od.-Gardcndnlc & 
Elm. T. R. Jones. min. 2419M. 

lndlanapolla, ln4.-G a r f 1 e Id 
Helghlll, 2842 Shelby St. W. L. 
Totty, min. GA Mao. 

Lallela.Dd, t'la.-Lake Wire, Laite 
Wire Dr., BDd Oak St. T. G. 
Butler, min. Mutual 86081, 
76081. 

-:::---.---.-~.....,,.....,-~~-

1. ak e Worth, rla.-Lake Worth. 
720 N. l'ederal. J. P. Prevatt, 
min. 9'00 • 

Lemay (St. Lou.ls 23), Mo.-Le· 
may, 7114 ~Cina. Just south 
Of St. Lou.ls. Hwya. Ill and 117 

i:Otii1vWe, Ky.-BardJitown Rd. 
at Napoleon Blvd. Worahlp, 
11 AM. 7:45 P.M. Hl&hland 
6664. Norman Trevathan, min. 

LouiavWe, Ky.-HaJdeman Ave .. 
1901 Frank.fort Ave., TW e-9531. 
H. A. Fincher. min .. BE 7484 

Oriiildo, Fla.-111 I:. Jet!e,.;n 
St. John Iverson, miD. 2-5138. 

PhJJadelpbJ.a. Pa.-.Maclt ff. La~
ford. 56th St., and Warrington 
Ave. BElerade e-1151; FAra-
1utt e-8890. car No. 13 to !Seth 
St .. walk 2 1quares north. 

St. Lou.ls, Mo.-R1vera:lde, 3220 
S. Jetterson. Sun., 10:45 A.M .. 
7 P.M.; Wed., 7:45 P.M. Lou.la 
C. Bell, evang. Pr 2-8104. 

WUbJn1ton. D. C., Area.-Weat 
Hyattavllle, Md. (suburb at D. 
C. line). 30th and .Jel!erson. 
AP 7-2555, AP 7-G777. Don H. 
McGaugbey, ev&n1. 

West Palm Beach, Fla.-Central. 
819 N. Olive Ave., 3-3444. Hueh 
D. Piper, evana. 

Worce1ner, Mau.-.May and June 
Su. Servlce11 at 10, 11 and 7. 
Cecil L A 11 m o n. Pleaaant 
~-ll7ft 

Want~d. - Preacher. tulltiiiic. 
Church Interested in orphan 
home and mission work. Pre
fer man between ages 3!i and 
45. Write, Church of Chrtst, 
1402 W. Pikes Peak Ave., Col
orado Springa, Colo. 
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Train Thern Early 
It is said. that near the cop of one of the highest peak.. of the Rocky Mountains, more than ten 

thousand feet .1bove '>e.1 leYel, arc two little springs, very near to each other and so nearly on a level. 
that it would Yery e.1sr to change the f1o\\ of either ~cream into the stream which flows from the other 
spring. 

If you folio\,. the course of one of these little streams, you will find, that from the contour of the 
plain it gr.ulu:illy cakes an easterly direction, and after following fo1· some distance the broad plateau 
in which it rises, descending from valley to valley, receiving every f cw miles a fresh impulse from some 
tributary stream, until at last, uniting with a thousand other little streams, it finds its ocean home in 
the Gulf of Mexico. through the mouth of the great Mi5sissipp1 River. 

If then, retracing your steps ro the point of beginning y0\.1 follow in like manner the course of the 
other little stream, you find yourself descending gradually in a westerly direction until by the same 
process as the former you find chat it leads into the bosom of the Great Pacific through the mouth of 
the Columbia River. 

To go from the terminus of one stream to the terminus of the other you must overcome :in ascent 
of more than ten chou<;and feet and traYel not less ch~rn five thousand milec;. Yet in this outset these 
two scre:um could have been made co go in the same direction. '\either of them had any positive or 
determined bia-; one way as the other. A very ordinary amount of effort would h.ive been sufficient to 
make the easterly scream run west or the westerly scream run cast. 

Regarding the c.1re of che fatherless; they h:we no po<;itive or determined bia<; one way or the ocher, 
right or wrong, truth or error, and by the slightest effort on the pare of Chri<;tians, uniting their ef
forts, they can be directed in the way of truth and right. Y cc, if lcf t .:tlonc in this cold world, their 
chance of heaven as their eternal home is yery slight. Ccrt:iinly ic is easier to teach a child than to re-

form a prodigal. 

As it would t.1ke great skill and effort to change the course of the great :ind mighty Mississippi 
River, yet in its infancy it could ha\e easily been clrnnged. So it i'l with a soul, after it has been hard
ened by time .md habit. Even during storms and floods ~reat rivers seldom change their course. So, if 
we train up our children in the way they -;hould go, even in the storms and temptations of life they will 

remain faithful. 

\\7c realize that there arc conflicting emotions which bring about complexing problems. \Ve be
come confused and do not !.- ·· "'"' \\ hac course to pursue, what decision to make, what \'01ce to follow. 
But chis we know-etc "1 Lares us in the face and souls arc dying and they arc coo valuable to take 
any risk. \\' e must c.u .. . .Jr the fatherless and tc:ich them or their blood will be on our hands. 

\\fill you put forth a little effort in order to help with the care and training of the fatherless? 

It is "pure and undefiled religion." 

Your prayers and .1ssistance in chis effort is earnestly need~d and will be sincerely appreciated. 

BARNEY BROCK., Su/1cri11lemlr11! 

CHILDHAVEN 
BOX 660 CULLMAN, ALABAMA 


