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Then en evil hour eame upon us.

The Plum Street Chureh announced that they
wonld veeste the building at Fourth end Plum
Streets, snd move to their new location at
Hemilton and Tuxedo Avenue.

Upon hearing of this move Brother A, Y,
Meleomson, one of the Plum Street members,
decided to teke over the building on Plum
Street and sssemble snother congregation,
which would retain the historie nsme of "Plum
Street Church of Christ".

The plen was an ambitious one. His first
move wes to employ Fred Cowsn of Toronto,

. Ontario, s the minister. The second move

was to go before the Cemeron Avenue congre-
getion, which hed no regular minister at
that time, and inform them that Brother Fred
Cowan was moving to Detroit, and that he
would be gled to support Brother Cowsn end
have him devote his time to the Cemeron Ave=-
nue congregetion if it wes scceptable to
them. It wes.

Just at this time the great Influengea
epidenic of 1918 swept over the world, leev=
ing an estimated twelve million people deed
in its weke.

A e2ll was sent out from Harlsn, Kentueky
for help. Brother A, Y. lMalcomson ssked
Brother and Sister Witty if they wonld an-
swer the cell 1f he would supply every thing



necassary ani pey the expenses of the trip.

They agreed,
Puring the time Brother and Sister Wttty

were caring for the siek in Kentueky, Brother
Meleomson eonvinead Brother Clifton thet it
would be beatter for the ceause of Christ in
Detroit if the Gretiot Avenue mission would
unite with the Cameron Avenus congregetion,
under Brother Cowen, and build up 2 strong
ehureh in thet terriftory. Brother Maleonson
then went before the Gratiot Avenue congrege-
tion the following Sunday and explained his
plan, Part of the members proteﬁtad. Pert

 shed tears and part agreed. Farly Monday

morning, two of Brother Mslegnson's truecks
were loaded with furniture the Werren Avenue
congregetion had bought for sbout #150, the
rent on the building adjnated, sni the key
turned back to the owner., All within a per-
iod of twenty-four hours end without the knowecdst
or eongsent of the Werren Avenue congregstion
or Brother #itty.

In the meantime, 2ll the congregations in the
city were thrown into s stete of confusion.
It wes now plain to be seen that an effort
was being mede to keep a lerge part of the
members of the Plum Street Church from going
to the new locstion. An effort wes also
mede to draw members from the Vine-wood Cone
gregation,



After moving the CGratiot Avenue Congregation
to Cemeron Avenue, it wes planned to move the
enlarged Cameron Avenue Congrezation, with
the preacher, Brother Cowsn, to the new con$)e§dtiov
on Plum Street.

The final move was to c¢lose the Werren
Averme Church, 3 well as Gretiot Avenue and
Cameron Avenue. This would meke the new con-
gregstion consist of s goodly mmber of the
Plun Street members, many from Vinewood, ell
from Warren Avenue(now Yest Side Central),
ell from Cameron Avenue, snd all from Gratiot
Avenus. Brother Malcomson engagad Brother
He ¥, Mleming and N, W, Copeland a&s his sgents
to deliver the Jarren Avenue Church to the
new congregation. Leading meubers were in-
vited to the home of Brother lNalegnson on
d1fferent oeccesions for secret meetings, A
very strong sffort wes made to get those
attending to léraa to the plan. Part of them
egreed and pert 414 not,

Following these menatings Brother Fleming
and Brother Copeslend were sant to bresk the
news to Brother snd Sister vitty, that the
Werren Avenue Chureh wes to be elosed up, ard
the econgregetion moved to enother lceation,

where & building hed been provided and a

prescher engaged. As might be supposed the
minister sand his wife were some whet shocked

when they received this stertling bit of news.



- During the next few weeks ail the congrega-
tions in the city passed through s terrible
period of strife. Twenty-three of the mem-
bers of the Werren Avenue Congregetion withe
drew and entered the new congregation, but
the eongregation as auch refused to Ao so.
Cameron Avenue followed the same eourse.

In spite of the fact that many of the mem=-
bers of four or five congregetions combined
to meke up the new congregation, it wes not
& success. MNany oﬁ'the members, ineluding
all that went from WYsrren Avenue and Brother
Melecmson himself withdrew from the effort
end Brother Cowan snd thoae loyal to him

@  vent in e body to the Centrsl Christish
Chureh, where Brother Cowan wes mede co-pes-
tor with Wiger DeWitt Jones.

As soon as the congregation recovared from
the shoek it susteined when twenty=three of
its leading members removed to the other con=-
gregation, it resumed itas onwerd mareh, and
although tyenty years heve passed, peace and
unity have preveiled without an interrupticn.

Early in the year 1922 it wes lesrned that
the property of the St, Barnabas Fpiscopal
Chureh, locested at Grand River, Tourteenth,
and Forest Avenues, eonld be bought for
£36,000, with s down psyment of *5000.

B : The winter of 1921 snd 1022 was & hard
one &nd meny pecple were in great need. To




help relieve the suffering asmong the needy,
the congregetion borrowed #200 at the bank
and neglected sowe bills in ordar to do its
part. :

Thua with no money in the treasury, and
with an indebteiness of %400 1t wes decided

we should purchsse the church building at
Grand River esnd Fourteenth Avenues.

The membership of the congregetion, while
on Yarren Avenue, ineressed from the thirteen
Charter members to s gross membership of 328,
About 180 of them being regular in their at-
tendence st the time of the change in loce-
tions. _

One of the greatest teaks we have ever under-
teken wes to raise the #5000 required tc gain

possession of the first home the eongregetion
ever owned, But by the help of the heavenly

Pather, the lest 4ollar wes in hand eesrly in

September. Our lsst service was held in the
rented store room et 2138 Warren Avenue, Sun=
dsy, September 10, 1922,




